
3rd Wings Family Day  
Roswell Correctional Facility 
Hagerman, NM 
10-01-16 
 
The 3rd Wings Family Day was held on October 1, 2016. There were 191 children and adult 
family members, 54 inmates, 15 volunteers, and 10 Correctional staff who were registered to 
attend.  The volunteers came from many congregations from Roswell, Lovington, and Albuquerque, 
NM.  

Ann Edenfield Sweet provided an orientation and training for the men prior to the Family Day.  
The men were prepared to be “team members” for the Family Day, were told why and how 
Wings started, and then taught how to help.   

Wings has also started teaching the men about Search Institute’s 40 Developmental Assets©. Some 
of the men were given 40 cups.  Other groups were given different amounts of cups, but none 
more than 20.  Then the men were given 90 seconds to build the tallest pyramid they could with 
the cups that could stand by themselves. 

Once the 90 seconds was up, Ann talked about “winds of life” that an individual may encounter.  
The men shared loss of job, new job, new relationship, divorce, sickness, car accident, death in the 
family, and incarceration.  Then Ann pretended to be the “winds of life” and was given one blow 
to blow over each pyramid.  The one with 40 cups had stability and a good foundation, and most 
of the cups were left standing. 

People need more than 30 Assets to cut at-risk behaviors.  Discussion was held and the men 
seemed to really understand that if they wanted to help themselves and their children from going 
to prison, that building and strengthening the “Assets” could help their families.   

The Family Day was held in the Chapel. While waiting for the inmates to arrive, Ann led the 
family members in mixers.  People got to know one another, found out favorite hobbies, and 
where people were from, and discovered fun things to do in their hometowns.  Everyone enjoyed 
getting this chance to interact with one another. 

Prison ministry leader Johnny opened the Wings Family Day in prayer. Family members, some 
inmates and volunteers helped Ann lead the song, “Praise Ye the Lord”.  Each side stood up to 
sing and sat down when not singing.  Next “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand and Jesus is a Friend, He’s 
the Friend Next To You”.  Next motions were taught to “Lord I Lift Your Name on High”, as the 
inmate band played the music.  Next they led several of their favorite songs, while everyone 
participated by playing percussion instruments. The music was so much fun. 

The Bible story was The Parable of the Sower.  Wings volunteer Monico Maribel was “The 
Sower”.  Others were picked to be “seeds”, “birds”, “thorns”, “stompers”, and “rocks”.  The seeds 
got sown and the birds of the air pecked at them until they died.  More seeds were sown and 
they were stomped upon and they died.  More seeds were choked by the thorns, and they 
withered and died.  When the seeds fell on the rocks they couldn’t even grow and just died.  But 
when all the seeds feel on the “Good Soil” they grew one-hundred fold!  Everyone was part of 
the story and at the end, after the laughter and fun, Ann reflected about the story.  Many seeds 
get sown, but due to a variety of reasons, they withered and died.  But when they are sown in 



good soil, they can grow and flourish.  People reflected on the birds, and thorns, and things that 
stomped on their faith and how important it was to find the good soil so they could be nourished 
and grow in faith. It was a very meaningful Bible drama.  

Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that 
Wings For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and 
returning citizens.   

Some of the volunteers shared about their ministries/programs, as there were several volunteers 
from different ministries.  During this time the men were busy making cards with their children.  
They also made cheerio/pretzel necklaces and butterflies out of newspaper and recycled paper. 
It’s always wonderful to see the beautiful crafts that everyone creates and makes for loved ones. 

Dinner was pizza, delicious homemade cookies, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each 
table.   

Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  Although the Summer Olympics are 
now over, Wings held its own “Summer Olympic Roswell Relay”.  Each table became its own 
“team”.  Soon people were carrying the torch, diving, broad jumping, synchronized swimming, 
hitting the volleyball back and forth, rowing in unison, and cheering USA, USA, USA, USA!  The 
national anthem was sung by each team, and then an “Official Olympic Team Photo” was taken 
of each team, and gold medals were hung from each member’s neck.  Great fun was had and 
laughter filled the chapel. 

The Family Day ended in two large circles around the chapel with everyone holding hands, 
bowing in prayer, and being reminded that Christ died for each and every one of us.  It was a 
special, uplifting day, where grateful hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   

The following comments came from those in attendance and their words describe how meaningful 
the Family Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  

I came to the Wings Family Day today because:  
1. It’s a get together. 
2. To spend some time with my family without restrictions and in the name of Jesus Christ.  
3. For my grandson. 
4. To see my daddy and have fun.  
5. We came to see my dad and have fun.  
6. To be with my family and get them involved in church.  
7. So my family could be together and have fun!  
8. My husband invited us to spend the day with him.  
9. I love family days. I love WINGS!  
10. To see my son. 
11. I wanted to see my dad. 
12. I was invited to spend time with my son. Wings is inspirational.  
13. To visit my brother. 
14. My dad invited me. 
15. I wanted to be able to do and be with my wife (faithful wife) in a real life positive setting, and 

share real special family time.  
16. I wanted to show love and support for my husband.  
17. To spend time with my family.  
18. I came because I wanted to visit my dad.  
19. I got to enjoy my family together.  



20. To spend time with my fiancé!  
21. To share the day with my fiancé!  
22. I got to spend time with my wife and daughter.  
23. I wanted to spend time with my son.  
24. Spend time with my brother-in-law.  
25. I was invited by my son.  
26. I wanted to come to visit my dad.  
27. To spend time with my loved ones.  
28. To visit my dad.  
29. Here to see my son.  
30. I am here and excited to visit my boyfriend.  
31. To be with my family and kids.  
32. To bring my daughter to visit her father in prison.  
33. My brother-in-law asked me to come so we could visit.  
34. Wanted to spend time and eat lunch with my son. I don’t get to do this often.  
35. To spend time with family.  
36. I wanted to see my son.  
37. I came to see my dad.  
38. To see my dad.  
39. To visit my husband.  
40. To spend family time with brother-in-law.  
41. I wanted to enjoy spending time with my brother.  
42. To spend time with my family and to meet my half-sister.  
43. To see my family.  
44. Be with son.  
45. For my family and dad and I love him.  
46. My nephew invited me.  
47. I came to visit my family in a Godly group of people.  
48. I wanted to visit my cousin.  
49. To see my brother Dennis.  
50. I like seeing daddy.  
51. It means a lot to my son.  
52. My nephew Adrian invited us. 
53. My cousin Adrian invited me.  
54. My son is here.  
55. To be with my family and God’s people.  
56. I was invited!  
57. To visit my dad.  
58. See my family and enjoy being around them.  
59. I really wanted to see my uncle and have fun with him.  
60. I could see my loved ones today because we won’t see them for a while.  
61. I wanted to spend some time with my brother.  
62. I wanted to spend time with my husband and family. ` 
63. This is a chance to see my son and spend time as a family.  
64. I came to see my father.  
65. Father.  
66. To visit my son-in-law.  
67. My son-in-law and we came to visit him. Hope this will be last time.  
68. To visit my nephew. 



69. I wanted to see and visit my nephew, not play games.  
70. To see my family.  
71. I wanted to visit my grandson.  
72. Family.  
73. To see my son.  
74. My beautiful family.  
75. Support my family.  
76. To spend time with my loved ones.  
77. To spend time with loved ones.   
78. To visit my son.  
79. To visit our family member.  
80. Para visitor a mi nieto.  
81. Spend quality time with my boyfriend and I’ve never been to a Wings Family Day before.  
 
The highlights of the Wings Family Day for me were:  
1. Food and meeting people.  
2. Singing, holding my child, doing arts and crafts, and praying with them.  
3. Being with him and meeting other people.  
4. Going outside with my dad and making necklaces. 
5. Making art outside.  
6. Being with my family in a church setting.  
7. For my kids to spend time with their dad.  
8. Spending time with our loved one. My children getting some daddy time.  
9. Taking pictures of HAPPY FAMILES, SINGING, SHARING PIZZA, LAUGHING.  
10. The message.  
11. Doing crafts.  
12. The interaction.  
13. Eating together.  
14. Seeing my dad and being with my family.  
15. Having family and playing games, praising and worshiping with my wife, and interacting with 

the kids.  
16. Getting to see my husband be so happy and playing games.  
17. Singing and playing.  
18. I like everything about it so far.   
19. My baby and her father got to spend quality time together.  
20. Seeing him happy and watching the families together.  
21. The interaction of the families together.  
22. Singing and crafts.  
23. Spending time with my family.  
24. The band come to play, from the correctional facility.  
25. Sitting down together to eat as a family.  
26. Stories of encouragement.  
27. Going outside for crafts with my dad.  
28. Seeing my loves ones and eating food.  
29. To visit my dad and have quality time.  
30. Seeing my son.  
31. Getting to spend time and do activities in a family environment. It has been very fun.  
32. Being with my entire family.  
33. Talking with each other.  



34. Being able to sit together and talk with each other.  
35. The groups talking to each other and eating.  
36. Seeing my boy.  
37. When we came to eat.  
38. Seeing my dad.  
39. To see my kids get to do something fun with their dad.  
40. Interact with large group.  
41. Spending time with family and fellowship and eating. I really enjoyed it very much.  
42. To spend time with my family.  
43. Being with my family.  
44. Good family time.  
45. Everything.  
46. To see my nephew with his son.  
47. Doing arts and crafts with my son. 
48. Talking to my family. 
49. Seeing Dennis.  
50. Doing arts and crafts with my dad.  
51. Enjoying worship music with my family.  
52. Praise and worship. 
53. Doing the art.  
54. Doing the activities.  
55. Being together in a positive environment.  
56. Being with my son.  
57. My son got to be with family.  
58. Seeing my family smile.  
59. The highlights I would remember is how my uncle is doing, being a family, and spending time 

with him.  
60. Singing and talking with people around me and interacting with them. Also arts and crafts.  
61. Talking and eating with my brother and the other inmates and guest.  
62. Seeing my family together.  
63. To begin anything, you should always put God first, and that’s every encouraging to me. So I 

would say God first, and the opportunity to spend time with my son.  
64. Talking to my father and having a small part of my family together.  
65. Seeing family get together, having fun, and kids singing with their family.  
66. The sharing of family with the inmates.  
67. Seeing nephew.  
68. When the “games” were done and I visited with my nephew.  
69. Seeing my family.  
70. Didn’t get to visit my grandson. 
71. Family.  
72. Having my son playing drums.  
73. Sharing special quality time with my loved ones.  
74. Spending time with my dad.  
75. Singing, worshipping, and songs.  
76. Singing.  
77. La convivenda can La Familia.  
78. Talked about the word of God.  
79. Parque se hablo de La familia mas unida.  
80. Happiness, love, and family, seeing my BF, priceless.  



 
Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because:   
1. Fellowship.  
2. Unlike many other prison programs, Wings promote family on a free world community level.  
3. It’s good for the inmates.  
4. To see our daddy. 
5. They teach us stuff about Jesus and God.  
6. Food for us inmates to get involved with the church and family.  
7. It’s good for families to be together and learn about God!  
8. It’s good for the families as well as the inmates, to receive this family time together.  
9. It changes lives, gives families time to share with their families.  
10. It makes a good environment. 
11. It’s good. 
12. While everyone will not remain out of prison families will be there that will offer hope. 
13. It’s good for family support.  
14. It is a good thing to let families get together.  
15. It adds A LOT of incentive to succeed in prison and maintain good conduct, and as a country, 

it is good for the common wealth of our communities.  
16. It’s great for families to be able to spend time with their loved ones.  
17. It brings people together.  
18. Because I think it’s very fun and you get to spend time with people that you are visiting.  
19. You have to show them there is more to life them being an inmate.  
20. Because it is a good program that allows inmate and their families to interact and speak 

about Jesus.  
21. The world needs to see the love of Christ.  
22. Yes, it’s nice to have fun with family.  
23. The fellowship. Everything was amazing.  
24. It’s a great bonding experience.  
25. Fellowship with loved ones.  
26. It’s more comfortable to talk around the inmates we’re visiting.  
27. It reunites families and helps ease pain.  
28. It’s a good way to communicate and keep in touch with families.  
29. More time with family.  
30. It is a very nice way to spend time and visit and with the prayer and activities you forget for 

a little bit where you were you are. 
31. To continue to be with our families.  
32. It was very awesome to visit with each other.  
33. It gives families a chance to be in a very normal (somewhat normal) environment with their 

loved ones.  
34. I think it help inmates with their feeling about themselves.  
35. It’s a good way to keep families close.  
36. It is fun and I got to see my dad and spend time with him.  
37. It is fun.  
38. It is a great way for the kids to get to visit their dad.  
39. It benefits all persons, i.e. Inmates, family, and makes a better society.  
40. It does benefit everyone. It is nice.  
41. To bring family together.  
42. It is nice to be with family like this.  
43. Family time for inmates.  



44. It’s fun and brings family closer together.  
45. It gives families time with each other.  
46. It is a good family environment.  
47. It gives the inmates a sense of hope and something to look forward too.  
48. Cause it’s awesome to have fun with our family.  
49. Yes, so we can do things with family.  
50. It lifts the inmate’s spirits as well as families of others.  
51. It is a need met for all the inmates and families.  
52. Gives other families the opportunity to interact with loved ones.  
53. To keep families together.  
54. To keep the families united.  
55. It keeps HOPE up!  
56. To hear God’s word and security.  
57. We are very HAPPY.  
58. I think it really helps bring us closer as families.  
59. They can have fun with their families and they can be a family again.  
60. It is fun and they should continue because the inmates won’t see their families for a while.  
61. It helps inmates and family members connect in a more intimate family situation.  
62. It builds a stronger family bond.   
63. It encourages the inmates and the families. Let them know about God and family.  
64. It makes the inmate happy and everyone enjoys seeing their loved ones.  
65. People in prison can get together with their families.  
66. They make the inmate think about life outside.  
67. Not sure.  The music was amazing - especially the drummer!! 
68. It will help keep your family close.  
69. We do not get enough positive family time during regular visitation.  
70. This is amazing. It helps so much, and keeps me going so positive and strong.  
71. Because they bring family’s closer to God.  
72. It’s great to get involved in this activity.   
73. It’s great to get involved and be able to communicate.  
74. Helps family to be closer.  
75. Helps family be closer to God.  
76. Porque ayuda a istar a la familia mas unidas.  
77. Because family is important and + support, BF looks forward to going home.  
 
I appreciate the Guideposts Magazines, Operation Starting Line. Collaborator 
books and materials, delicious homemade cookies, and want to tell all the 
sponsors thanks and: 

1. Thank you!  
2. Keep up the good work and heart to continue.  
3. May God bless you, and go forward. 
4. Thank you for the foooooood.  
5. Hope they will do it like next month and thank you for serving us food.  
6. That I appreciate their time.   
7. Thanks for all your hard work and support!  
8. They are amazing and very much appreciated. 
9. Encouraging stories of people and families.  
10. Thank you, good job, continue working for the Lord.  



11. Thank you. I think this is a wonderful idea for families and inmates.   
12. Thanks.  
13. That I’m very grateful for this opportunity.  
14. That I’m very grateful.   
15. Thank U! 
16. Please have more of these because you remember more than the bars in front of you and 

have a purpose in life, family. 
17. Good job, thanks for your time.   
18. Continue following God.  
19. God Bless.  
20. This is an awesome program.  
21. May God bless you.  
22. Hope to do it again soon.  
23. Thanks to the program.  
24. I had fun and really enjoyed today. It was worth the long drive from Houston, TX!  
25. We all love you.  
26. Thank you!  
27. Awesome program. 
28. Thanks for food and fun!  
29. Thanks for the food and seeing my dad.  
30. I had a great time!  
31. Thank you.  
32. Their time was appreciated.  
33. For everything.  
34. Keep up the good work.  
35. Thank you to the all the sponsors, the correctional officers, the correctional staff in Santa Fe, 

the Warden, the Wings staff, for a fun day, to see my loved one, to spend a few hours was 
well worth it. Thank you. Please more parties.  

36. Keep up the good work!  
37. We all loved this event.  
38. I don’t know.  
39. Letting me see my dad, thank you.  
40. God bless. 
41. Keep on lifting up the name of Jesus.  
42. Keep on doing what you are doing.  
43. Do it again.  
44. We are thankful.  
45. Thanks!! 
46. We are very happy.  
47. Keep up the great job.  
48. Thanks for letting us spend time with our family members and having fun.  
49. God bless you.  
50. Keep doing a great job, getting families together.  
51. God bless you all.  
52. They should be more organized and focus more on the inmates seeing their family.  
53. Keep up the good work.  
54. Keep on supporting them.  
55. Need more time to visit.  
56. Your program is too long and we don’t get enough time to visit our loved ones.  



57. God bless 
58. Less organized things.  
59. Come back again.  
60. I’m not familiar with those but thank you.  
61. God bless, may God bless, keep opening doors, Amen.  
62. Thank you and God bless.  
63. Hope these events keep continuing. If so the world would be better.  
64. Sigan adelante porque isto ayuda mucho.  
65. Gracias!  

 
How many miles did you drive one way to attend this Family Day? 
10, 21, 27, 50, 60, 65, 70, 100, 120, 150, 170, 200, 202, 250, 254, 260, 280, 300, 500, 504, 
640, 1000, Albuquerque, Denver, Austin, Houston 
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