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The 5th Wings Family Day at the Southern NM Correctional Center was held on September 28, 2019, in 
Las Cruces, NM. There were 84 inmates who were cleared to attend the Family Day, 72 family members, 
and 13 volunteers who were cleared to attend the Family Day.  The volunteers came from Albuquerque, 
Las Cruces, McIntosh and Los Lunas. 
 
Chaplain Gonzales was waiting for us and helped us quickly enter the prison.  The volunteers did a great 
job of helping set up for the Family Day. Platters of homemade cookies were filled, and family members 
who arrived early were asked to help with the preparations too.  
 
Chaplain Gonzales opened the Wings Family Day in prayer. Ann and some volunteers helped lead the 
first two songs – “Praise Ye the Lord” and “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand”. Next hand motions were taught to 
“Lord I Lift Your Name on High” and we ended by signing “Jesus Loves Me.”  It was very meaningful and 
we all enjoyed the music so much.  
 
Next Chaplain Gonzales became Noah.  The gym was transformed into an “Ark” as Ann led the Bible story 
of Noah and the Ark.  “Noah”, “his family”, “the ark”, “the rainbow” and the “many assorted animals” 
were picked. Everyone else became the “wind” and the “rain”.  Noah built the ark, his family members and 
two kinds of all the animals on earth joined him, and yet as Noah looked out, he saw the slow turtles trying 
to get to the ark in time.  Everyone called out to the turtles and finally they made it to the ark before the 
40 days of rain and wind flooded the earth.  Finally, the rain stopped, Noah sent out the doves to look for 
new growth, and they returned with a green leaf in their beaks.  Those doves sure flew around and 
flapped their wings!!! God’s promise to Noah was fulfilled with the beautiful rainbow above the earth, and 
Chaplain Gonzales everyone was reminded that God will even wait for the slowest turtle to come to Him. 
It was a powerful interaction of a Bible story.   
 
Next the men went with their children to do crafts.  Volunteers were there to assist as needed, and 
everyone loved making cards and bookmarkers with stickers and markers, beautiful unique butterflies out 
of the “worthless” newspaper, and fun and tasty necklaces out of cheerios and pretzels.  It’s amazing how 
beautiful those necklaces were! 
 
Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that Wings For 
LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and returning citizens.   
Some of the volunteers shared about their ministries/programs, the Chaplain shared his personal testimony, 
as well as shared about all the religious programming that takes place on a weekly basis at the facility.  
The family members enjoyed hearing about the various programs the prison offers and some of the 
programs on the outside too.  
 
It was a meaningful and special time for everyone. 
 
Soon the gym was turned into a large dining room.  Tables of 10 people enjoyed the pizza, everyone had 
plenty of delicious homemade cookies to eat, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each table.   
 
Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  We had a Spoon Hanging contest.  It’s amazing 
how long people can keep a spoon on their nose while laughing, clapping, spinning, and doing the Hokey 
Pokey.  A run to the finish line determined the winners. Great fun was had by all. 
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The Family Day closed with everyone holding hands in a large circle around the gym.  The Chaplain asked 
everyone to bow in prayer and we were reminded that Christ was born and also died for each and every 
one of us. It was a special, uplifting party, where joyous hearts joined together for great fun and 
fellowship.   
 
Church flyers, Guideposts magazines, books and materials from 1687 Foundation and the various other 
ministries represented were also distributed to everyone.  
 
Special thanks to all the cookie bakers!  Everyone loved the delicious homemade cookies! 
 
The following comments came from the participants and their words describe how meaningful the Family 
Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  
 

I came to the Family Day today because: 
1. To be with my fiancé. 

2. To learn more about God and enjoy the day with my wife and listen to life’s joys. 

3. I wanted to have a good fun family visit. 

4. I wanted to learn what it was about and to have fun. 

5. Praying. 

6. I wanted to spend time with my wife and hear the Word of God. 

7. I was curious. 

8. To spend time with my husband. 

9. To see my dad. 

10. My son needs me. 

11. Fellowship. 

12. I love my big brother. 

13. My fiancé invited me. 

14. It was for family support. 

15. Pizza and Family. 

16. I want to speed up time. 

17. I wanted to meet the church. 

18. Come and visit with the greatest dad and to spend time with him. 

19. My husband signed us up because I was able to come see him for the first time. 

20. For fellowship and to be with family. 

21. To eat pizza and cookies. 

22. I wanted to be with my son. 

23. To spend time with my fiancé and kids as a family. 

24. To hear about the Lord. 

25. I wanted to see what it was about. 

26. I wanted to learn what it was about and what I could learn from it. 

27. Enjoy fellowship. 

28. I wanted to learn more about it. 

29. It looked fun. 

30. I wanted to learn more about the program. 

31. To get in touch with God and others. 

32. I wanted to know what it was about. 



3 

 

33. Something to do. 

34. To strengthen my relationship with Christ. 

35. I wanted to learn about it. 

36. I wanted to bring my granddaughter to see her dad and my son. 

37. My dad is an inmate till October hopefully. 

38. Family. 

39. My son. 

40. Family. 

41. My son. 

42. To see my brother whom I haven’t seen in 6 months. 

43. I wanted to share Jesus. 

44. I like seeing God bless families and me. 

45. To hear the Word. 

46. To spend time with my son and to learn more about Wings For LIFE. 

47. It’s important to show my family how much I love him and he means to me. 

48. To spend time with family. 

49. To spend time with my special family. 

50. I like spending time with my son. 

51. To see lives change and meet new people. 

52. To spend quality time with my son. 

53. I love spending time with my family. 

54. This is my first family thing. 

55. My son invited us. 

56. Invited by our son. 

57. To visit my dad. 

58. To see my family. 

59. Visit my dad. 

60. To see my brother. 

61. I wanted to see/spend time with my family. 

62. To see my dad. 

The highlights of the Wings Family Day for me were: 
1. The Noah play. 

2. Playing role play with the families and children. 

3. Being with my family and doing activities. 

4. Seeing other people. 

5. Spending quality time with my family. 

6. Making butterflies. 

7. Sharing with others. 

8. Getting to know people. 

9. Finally seeing Mick and crafts. 

10. That how wonderful it was to have inmates and families bond. I think it was very awesome and all the 

interaction. 

11. Really nice and a lot of people were in the party. 

12. Food. 

13. I like it. 
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14. The food. 

15. When we got to make the bracelets/crafts and hangout with my family. 

16. Dressing up with my husband as Noah’s family and being able to interact with other families. 

17. I enjoyed the story of Noah. 

18. Great 

19. To be able to hold my fiancés hand and sit by him. 

20. Prayer and my son. 

21. Family time. 

22. Food. 

23. Coming together. 

24. Singing and the role playing. 

25. Listening to testimony. 

26. That we had fun with all the activities we did. 

27. That we all got to do something. 

28. Looking at families and their loved ones and the happiness. 

29. It touched my heart that you guys have a lot of heart for us sinners. 

30. All of it. 

31. The singing. 

32. Watching my son and his daughter. 

33. Making butterflies with my dad and eating with other inmates. 

34. Family. 

35. Was how the prisoners treated each other was awesome. 

36. Family. 

37. My son participating along with his daughters. 

38. Dressing up and telling the story. 

39. Talking to the inmates. 

40. Getting pictures. 

41. Seeing people happy. 

42. The skits and testimonies. 

43. Everyone is accepted by God and we should never forget that. 

44. Making things, eating, and spending time with dad. 

45. See my dad. 

46. Spending time with my family. 

47. Sitting down and eating together plus crafts. 

48. Seeing my brother. 

49. Seeing my dad. 

50. Seeing my family and eating pizza. 

51. My dad. 

52. Table fellowship. 

53. Together time (see and touch my son). 

54. Time with my family. 

55. Praying together and spending time with my family. 

56. My son and I being together. 

57. Singing and the play. 

58. Praying together. 
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Prison Officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 
1. It gives a positive attitude for all of us. 

2. We get to spend time with my wife and we can experience the joy of happiness. 

3. It is a great visit and a great way to meet others. 

4. It would give inmates something to look forward to and to have good behavior. 

5. They were fun and spend time with family. 

6. It’s positive and they should promote family connection. 

7. It helps inmates feel like they are not in jail. 

8. Yes – it’s fun. 

9. Everyone enjoys sharing. 

10. Fellowship, family boundaries, youth, praise the Lord. 

11. It is important to know your family is here for them. 

12. It’s great for the inmates to be with family and kids.  

13. It engages the families together all of our love. 

14. It’s a great opportunity for families to grow closer and grow in the Word. 

15. They have pizza and cookies. 

16. Connects people, family, and friends. 

17. It’s a great way to interact with families and a great way to spend time with my husband. 

18. It brings the friendship of Christianity and family together. 

19. Great to be with family and others. 

20. Brings unity among the prisoners and guards. 

21. It helps bonding. 

22. It brings families together and gives everyone a chance to hear the Word of God. 

23. We learn we are more alike that different. 

24. It could help prisoners stay close with others that they care about and ones they wanted to get to know. 

25. It brings unity and fun games to do with families and other inmates. 

26. It teaches us a lot. 

27. It’s fun. 

28. We get to see our family and loved ones. 

29. It’s good for convicts and families.  

30. God bless everyone who helps with these things. You guys are doing well. 

31. Gives them something to do. 

32. It is a blessing experience. 

33. It’s nice to have a family day. 

34. It’s good for inmates and families. 

35. It’s good for the inmates and their families. 

36. To see how family life works. 

37. They can also learn from the experience. 

38. Because of family. 

39. Family. 

40. It’s nice to spend time with loved ones. 

41. They help prison morale.  

42. Wings changes lives by life skills and treating people with respect. 

43. It made me happy. 

44. It is good for inmates and family to show the good news about Jesus. 
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45. Yes, it is an important part of the program. 

46. Good reason to stay out of trouble. 

47. It changes lives. Even the officers come in on their day off. 

48. They boost mine and my son’s day. 

49. It is nice to see family. 

50. It’s a good reason to stay out of trouble and something to look forward to. 

51. It brings families together. 

52. Positive time/visit. 

53. I believe it supports the inmates desire to return to tight family life. 

54. It’s fun. 

55. It’s good for families to be with family. 

56. See family often. 

57. See my brother. 

58. It benefits everyone. 

59. Gets family together and creates a positive environment.  

60. So family can be together. 

61. So I can see my dad. 

 
I appreciate the 1687 Foundation books, Guideposts, Magazines, and collaborators’ 
gifts and books, donated cookies, and want to tell all the sponsors thanks and: 
1. God bless. 

2. I hope they keep doing it. 

3. Please continue; doing it again. 

4. God bless us all. 

5. I appreciate their effort, time and kindness. 

6. If it was not for them we would not all come together like this. 

7. God bless you for everything that you do for us and everyone else. 

8. Taking time to talk about Jesus Christ with us. 

9. Keep up the grace for the Lord. 

10. They did a great job so keep up the good work. 

11. Keep up the good work. 

12. May you all be blessed and thank you for caring for us. Enjoyed all of it and wish it could last all day. 

13. Please bring more pizza.  

14. To do this more often and if I can help with anything I will. 

15. I like to read. 

16. God bless volunteers. 

17. This is a fantastic program to continue to do this. You see so many smiling faces. 

18. We really appreciate every member that came. 

19. Thank you for time and inspirational stories. 

20. Hope see you soon. 

21. I pray to see you next time. Stay blessed. 

22. May God bless you and your work. 

23. Hope to see you soon. 

24. We love them for this. 

25. Thank You. 
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26. I hope to do it again. 

27. God bless you all. 

28. It is greatly appreciated. 

29. I appreciate it. 

30. Wonderful reading for families. 

31. Appreciate all support. 

32. Thank you for the nice day. 

33. Keep up the positive efforts. 

34. I’m grateful for seeing my brother.  

35. Keep it up. 

36. And the Lord bless the people who donated the supplies and food. 

37. All information given. 

38. I am grateful for their sacrifice and their time. 

39. The cookies were great.  I loved every bite!!! 

40. That everything was great Thanks a lot. 

41. That they make a difference in my life, my families lives, along with my son’s life. 

42. Good stories that bring hope. 

43. Thank you for the wonderful time. 

44. Thank you for the nice day. 

 
I drove _____ miles one way to come to the Wings Family Day: 

5 42 45 60 66 80 85 86 110 115 150 232 238 240 250 268 275 300 315 350 365 385 400 
630 


