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The 4th Wings Family Day at the Lea County Correctional Facility for the PC unit (Protective 
Custody) was held on Sept. 25, 2016. There were 160 inmates and guests registered to attend, 
12 volunteers from 10 congregations and 8 Correctional staff who were registered to attend.   

Ann Edenfield Sweet provided training about Search Institute’s 40 Developmental Assets© prior to 
the Family Day.  People need more than 30 Assets to cut at-risk behaviors.  The men seemed to 
really understand that if they wanted to help themselves and their children from going to prison, 
that building and strengthening the “Assets” could help their families.   

The Chaplain and staff worked quickly to process all the volunteers the day of the Family Day. 
Since all our supplies were already at the prison from the day before, the set-up for the Family 
Day was much easier. Several inmate helpers helped the kitchen crew and did an outstanding job 
helping with set-up and serving.  

Chaplain Wayne Brazil opened the Family Day in prayer.  We started with the traditional 
“Praise Ye the Lord” and “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand”. Then the inmate praise band led the group 
in wonderful singing. The men are so enthusiastic and shared some of their favorite songs. Every-
one loved them and joined in the singing and played all the percussion instruments. 

The Bible story was The Parable of the Sower.  Chaplain Brazil was the Sower and he sowed the 
first seeds.  The “Stompers” came and stomped on the seeds.  Next the Sower sowed more seeds 
and the “Birds of the Air” came and pecked at them and they withered and died. The Sower 
sowed more seeds, but they feel amongst the “thorns” and were choked and died.  Next the 
seeds were sown on the “rock” and they all withered and died.  Lastly, however, the seeds were 
sown on “Good Soil” and the seeds grew one hundred-fold, and the Sower said, “Anyone with 
ears to hear listen.” It was a very meaningful Bible drama, as people reflected on the stompers, 
and birds, thorns and rocks in their own lives.  But the Good News was that when seeds are sown 
on Good Soil they will not just grow, but will grow one hundred-fold. 

Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that 
Wings For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and 
returning citizens.   

Some of the volunteers shared about their ministries/programs, and the Chaplain shared about 
programs available in the prison.  The Chaplain’s wife also talked about the importance of 
reading to children and how they need nurturing and love. During this time the men were busy 
making cards and book markers with their children and grandchildren.  They also made 
cheerio/pretzel necklaces and butterflies out of newspaper and recycled paper. It’s always 
wonderful to see the beautiful crafts that everyone creates and makes for loved ones. 

Dinner was pizza, homemade cookies, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each table.   



Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived. The Summer Olympics are now over, 
but Wings held its own “Summer Olympic Relay”.  Each table became its own “team”.  Soon 
people were “carrying the torch”, diving, broad jumping, synchronized swimming, hitting the 
volleyball back and forth, rowing in unison, and cheering “USA, USA, USA, and USA!”  The 
national anthem was sung by each team, and then an “Official Olympic Team Photo” was taken 
of each team, and gold medals were hung from each member’s neck.  Great fun was had and 
laughter filled the area. 

The Family Day ended in a huge circle prayer around the room with everyone holding hands, 
bowing in prayer, and being reminded that Christ died for each and every one of us.  It was a 
special, uplifting day, where grateful hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   

The following comments came from those in attendance and their words describe how meaningful 
the Family Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  

I came to the Wings Day Family Day today because: 
1. To visit with my family. 
2. Meet new people, share God’s Word, follow my passion, Wings Family Days are fun. 
3. See family, and spend time with them. 
4. My son invited us to come and be with him. 
5. To support my son. 
6. I love to fellowship and love to spend time with my family!! 
7. I am part of a praise and worship team. 
8. Experience the unity and love that we have in Christ. 
9. I wanted to help with serving others. 
10. I was asked to help. 
11. I want to spend time with my family. 
12. I wanted to spend time with family. 
13. Invited by son. 
14. To volunteer. 
15. To receive God and to make peace with my family. 
16. To spend time with my family. Do more things with your family. 
17. I wanted to visit with family. 
18. Visit with family and my brother and learn about God more. 
19. The great fellowship. 
20. I wanted to visit my uncle and pray to God my uncle will get out soon. 
21. To support my dad and have a good time with him and appreciate the time we’re spending together. 
22. Spend time with family. 
23. Support my dad, spend time with him. 
24. I wanted to spend with family. 
25. I want to get together as a family with my son who we miss daily. 
26. God allowed me to come seen my grandson. 
27. Visit with uncle. 
28. Duty to God. 
29. Came to be with my grandson. 
30. To visit my brother. 
31. To see my grandson and fellowship. 
32. I wanted to spend time with my family. 
33. Volunteer. 
34. I wanted to rock the house for Jesus. 
35. Wanted to see my brother. 
36. Be with family. 
37. I wanted to get to eat and fellowship. 



38. Visit with my family. 
39. I wanted to spend quality time with my wife. 
40. My kids and I needed this time with husband and father. 
41. To see my dad. 
42. We wanted to spend time with our relatives. 
43. My dad put me on the list. 
44. My daughter’s dad, who is incarcerated invited us. 
45. I wanted to spend the day with my family. Also to participate in the events. And praise the Lord. 
46. Family time. 
47. I wanted to spend time as a family. 
48. I wanted leisure family time. 
49. I wanted to get closer to God and my family. He allowed me to be blessed. 
50. Support my brother and spend time with him. 
51. To see my dad and fun with him. 
52. To be closer with my family and kids. 
53. To see my son and spend time with him. 
54. Volunteer. 
55. To see and spend time with my son. 
56. To support my dad. 
57. To support my son. 
58. Hang out with my dad. 
59. We wanted to spend time with my father-in-law. 
60. To hang out with my family. 
61. Family. 
62. This program was advertised as meeting the same as the family visitation program in the trailers or 

apartments. 
63. I wanted to see my pappy. 
64. Visit my dad. 

The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 

1. The praise and worship. 
2. The Bible story, the tarps, talking with people at dinner, eating inmate pizza. 
3. Music and interactions. 
4. Hearing the band. I love music. 
5. Getting to know others. 
6. The praise and worship. 
7. Praising with everyone. 
8. I like everything that was shown. 
9. Just watching how happy families and loved ones are during the events. 
10. Seeing the prisoners with their families. 
11. My family. 
12. Praise and worship. 
13. Being with family, having fun, making friends with others. 
14. Hanging with people. 
15. Talking to my brothers. 
16. Jesus, family spending time with my kids. 
17. Watching my family enjoy themselves. Playing with my family and bonding with others. 
18. My time spent with my family. 
19. Visiting with my brother and doing arts and crafts with the kids. The pizza was great! 
20. Having the fathers meet with their mothers, fathers and children. 
21. Praying to God. 
22. Spending time together. 
23. Seeing my grandson. 



24. Being with my dad. 
25. Family, food, fellowship. 
26. Being able to hug and touch my son. 
27. The spiritual singing, it brings families together. 
28. Visit with uncle. 
29. The fellowship. 
30. Everything. 
31. All the activities, music, special speakers. 
32. Everything. 
33. My husband. 
34. Eating. 
35. Spending time with my friends. 
36. Sitting and talking. 
37. The band singing gospel music. 
38. Eating with family and friends. 
39. Music and entertainment. 
40. Being able to hang out with everyone. 
41. All, eating and singing. 
42. Making crafts with my dad. 
43. The 40 Developmental Assets© info. Praise and worship. 
44. All of it was wonderful!! Thanks to Jesus! 
45. Singing. 
46. Learn of the different support systems and groups available to participate with. 
47. The music. 
48. Seeing my family singing, eating, and other like-minded friends and their families. 
49. To be involved with the activities and the music. 
50. Singing. 
51. Working together with my family. 
52. Everything. Especially the activities. 
53. Meeting new people. 
54. Laughter. 
55. My dad, and I enjoy the worship. 
56. The time we were able to visit and the cookies. 
57. Family and friends. 
58. Skit. 
59. The opportunity to sing with my husband, that part could have been longer. 
60. Terrible food. 
61. The time we visit. 

Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 

1. Good information. Changes lives. 
2. Joins families, meet community. 
3. It gives us a chance to do things we normally don’t do. 
4. You get to learn of the great programs and togetherness of it. 
5. It’s a great way for fellowship with family and other believers and also, to show the love of “God” 

united. 
6. It’s amazing to have your family members there. 
7. Family. 
8. It is constructive. 
9. Good building time with family and better atmosphere at facility and home. 
10. It works. 
11. It helps to rehabilitate. 
12. Brings us closer to our families. 



13. It brings families closer together. To spend time with my son and to tell him how much I love him. 
14. We are not a mistake. We just made bad decisions and time with family should be permitted through 

Wings. 
15. It helps inmates be good so that we can be eligible to attend this event. Thank you. 
16. It helps brings families together, to love each other and share together. 
17. Because it is important to the inmates. 
18. It is very helpful. 
19. We spend time with our loved ones. 
20. It really gives us the quality time that we need, to have a positive relationship with our loved ones. 
21. It is important to the inmates. 
22. I enjoyed the fellowship among families and inmates. 
23. Good food. 
24. It’s a great time for the family. It also creates better understanding. 
25. Because families can spend time together. 
26. Families can spend valuable time together. 
27. Spend time together and share news and eat. 
28. It’s good for the family and the person doing time. 
29. Help morale. 
30. It contributes to family fellowship. 
31. Brings families together. 
32. This is one of the best days I’ve had in prison. 
33. See happiness in everyone. 
34. Promotes good morale. 
35. It really helps to know they are there. 
36. It brings families together and it’s fun. 
37. Yes, it provides a healthy environment and family time. 
38. We really appreciate it! And thank the Lord Jesus. Amen! 
39. It’s vital to have relationships with family. 
40. Allows time and opportunity to bond as a family. 
41. It shows a positive event for inmates and their families. 
42. It brings all of us together, stuff ourselves and our families. 
43. It brings the families together and helps them on getting closer to the Lord. 
44. It’s good for all the family. They should also learn how to be nicer to people (the prison officials). 
45. We need more family time. 
46. It is the right thing to do. 
47. It is a positive prison influence. 
48. Yes, it’s all the fun families get to have with their incarcerated person. 
49. Should continue. 
50. It helps family bond together. Prison staff should treat visitors a little better. 
51. The prison should continue to allow these volunteers to come in. It shows that there are better things in 

store for us and it helps us realize there will be obstacles when we get out. 

I appreciated the Guideposts Magazines and books, Operation Starting Line 
materials, Library of Hope books, delicious donated homemade cookies, and 
want to tell all the sponsors thanks and: 

1. God bless you all so much!! 
2. God bless. 
3. I believe prisons should continue to let Wings come in their facility. It helps bring family together. 
4. God bless you. I feel the Wings Program should continue to ensure a sense of humanity for inmates. 

Wings helps gentlemen to grow and become better fathers, sons, and husbands for the Lord. 
5. God bless and keep them and theirs. 
6. Thank you for the difference you’re making. 



7. Hearing about a living, loving helping God. 
8. It works. 
9. I hope the Lord guides them. 
10. We had a great time. 
11. Please continue to host these events as much as possible, it is very positive for our families, relation-

ships. 
12. May God bless you and I pray that God will send you many sponsors. 
13. Thanks for everything you’ve done for my uncle. 
14. Thank you. 
15. God bless you. 
16. Give better food but thank you. 
17. Keep on coming back. 
18. That their time and efforts putting this together is appreciated. 
19. God bless. 
20. Learned about God better. Thanks. 
21. We appreciate you. 
22. Keep up the good work. 
23. God bless. 
24. God bless you. 
25. Visitation. 
26. That they continue this program. 
27. God bless and keep us, and give us peace. 
28. Everything was good. 
29. The food was not that great but I love the Wings people. 
30. I love them. 
31. I thank you. 
32. Terrible food. 

I drove _____ miles one way to come to the party. 

500, 400. 400, 75, 1/8, 1/8, 120. 78, 78, 76, 76, 75, 69, 100, 10, 200, 200, 189, flew 5 states, 4, 5, 
200, 20, 110, 120, 120, 200, 20, 120, 120, 75, 1/8, 330,  
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