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The first Wings Family Day to be held at the new Northwest New Mexico Correctional Facility 
for men was held on September 23, 2017. There were 375 children and adult family members, 
40 inmates, and 20 volunteers who were signed up to attend the Family Day.  The volunteers 
came from the Albuquerque area, McIntosh, and Farmington.  

Ann Edenfield Sweet, the Wings For LIFE International founder and Executive Director, held a 
training for the inmates who would be attending.  She shared her story and explained what the 
men could expect and why the Family Day does the programming the way it does. The volun-
teers did a great job of helping set-up for the Family Day.  Cookie platters, grocery bags holding 
paper supplies for the mealtime were organized, craft tables were prepared, and soon every-
thing was ready for the Family Day.  

As the families arrived, Ann led the group in mixers.  People got to know one another, found 
out favorite hobbies, and where people were from, and discovered fun things to do in their 
hometowns.  Everyone enjoyed getting this chance to interact with one another.  Tarps and 
balloons were also played with, and contests were held to see which group could bounce their 
balloon the highest, bounce a balloon 20 times without hitting the floor, and the children 
popper all the balloons in an “Official Balloon Pop”.   Everyone had a good time. 

Chaplain Shirley Compton opened the Wings Family Day in prayer. The inmates, volunteers, 
children, and family members helped Ann lead the song, “Praise Ye the Lord”.  Each side stood 
up to sing and sat down when not singing.  Next “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand and Jesus is a 
Friend, He’s the Friend Next To You”, got everyone in the mood to have a great time and 
realize that this WAS fun and that everyone WAS going to have a great time.  

The inmate praise band led the rest of the music. The children helped Ann lead the motions for 
“Lord I Lift Your Name on High” and everyone was given a variety of percussion instruments 
so played and sang along with the music leaders. 

The Bible story was The Prodigal Son.  The father, the older son, and younger son were outfitted 
in lovely costumes.  “Dancing women”, children as “pigs”, and “card dealers” were also dressed 
in costume.  The audience was divided with half supporting the younger son – “Hi Dad”, and 
the other half supported the older son – “What about me?”  Everyone was part of the story 
and at the end, after the laughter and fun, Chaplain Shirley reflected about the story.  She 
reminded us that our FATHER will always come running to us, and always welcome us home, 
no matter how far we have strayed. It was a very meaningful Bible drama.  

Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that 
Wings For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and 
returning citizens.   



Some of the volunteers shared about their ministries/programs, and Warden Judd shared about 
all the programming opportunities there are at NNWCF. 

During this time the men were busy making cards and bookmarkers with their children and 
grandchildren.  They also made cheerio/pretzel necklaces and butterflies out of newspaper and 
recycled paper. It’s always wonderful to see the beautiful crafts that everyone creates and 
makes for loved ones. 

Dinner was pizza, homemade delicious cookies, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each 
table.   

Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  Everyone was given a spoon and the 
“1st Spoon Hanging Championships” at NNMCF were held.  It’s so amazing how many people 
can hang spoons on their noses, even doing deep knee bends, hockey pockey, 360 turns, etc.  
The finally was a face to the finish line to determine the winners. Great fun was had by all.  

The Family Day ended in a huge circle prayer around the gym with everyone holding hands, 
bowing in prayer, and being reminded that Christ died for each and every one of us.  It was a 
special, uplifting day, where grateful hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   

The following comments came from those in attendance and their words describe how 
meaningful the Family Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  

I came to the Wings Family Day today because: 

1. I wanted to be here to show my brother love and support. 
2. I was able to spend time with my family member. 
3. I came to see my brother. 
4. I was invited and to visit. 
5. For family time. 
6. I came to see my son. 
7. Meet new people and share God. 
8. I was invited and I saw the flier. 
9. It offers a genuine chance for a real visit. 
10. To visit my son. 
11. To praise God my son is alive. 
12. To spend time with my son. 
13. My son is here and I wanted to learn about Wings. 
14. I miss my family. 
15. To spend quality time with my husband. 
16. My family. 
17. I wanted to visit in a relaxing environment with the family.  
18. I came to see my dad. 
19. My son earned this privilege. 
20. I wanted to see my grandpa and meet new people. 
21. I wanted my grandkids to spend time with grandpa and spend time with my husband. 
22. To spend time with my husband and our daughter. 
23. Spend time with family. 
24. To be with my family. 



25. I needed to see my family. 
26. I was blessed to have my family come see me.  
27. I came to the Wings Family Day today to see my dad and learn more about God and Jesus 

for me. 
28. I was invited. 
29. I was invited by my son. 
30. I love my family and love Jesus Christ as well. 
31. To perform music and help set up/clean up. 
32. I volunteered for Wings representation. 
33. To support my son and learn something. 
34. To visit my father. 
35. It was a chance to visit with my dad and son. 
36. I wanted to hang out with my family. 
37. To be with my son and family. 
38. To spend time with the father of my son in a more relaxed setting. 
39. To provide music and entertainment for the kids and families.  
40. To have family time. 
41. To spend time with my brother in a different environment. 
42. I wanted to be a part of something while my father is in prison. 
43. To see my son. 
44. We came to see my dad. 
45. I wanted to see my husband and spend family time with him. 
46. To spend time with my son and his daughter. 
47. Spend time with family. 
48. To spend time with my son. 
 

The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 

1. Seeing the look on my mom’s face when she saw my brother.  The first time in a year. 
2. Time with family and having fun. 
3. To see families together. 
4. Seeing my family member. 
5. Freedom to roam and interact. 
6. Sharing and talking with other family members. 
7. The singing and the play. 
8. Autobiography of Ann Edenfield and singing. 
9. Ann’s story. 
10. Seeing inmates happy. 
11. We gather to praise God. 
12. Having a meal with my son. 
13. Spending time with family and getting to enjoy an afternoon with them. 
14. The bible story about the Prodigal Son. 
15. Food and family time. 
16. When we were able to have lunch as a family. 
17. Spend time with my dad, and finally seeing my brother smile in a very long time. 
18. Seeing my family spend time together and laugh. 



19. Music and fellowship with other people. 
20. The crafts and food. 
21. Being able to see my daughter be with her father. 
22. Seeing my wife and baby girl smile. 
23. Being with my family in the skit. 
24. The games and talking. 
25. To learn how to spread the love of our father Jesus Christ that Wings shows us. 
26. The highlights of this party for me were being with my dad. 
27. Singing. 
28. Pizza. 
29. The time with family and the whole thing. 
30. Seeing families get to enjoy each other’s company. 
31. Singing and bible story. 
32. Everything was good. 
33. Visiting my father. 
34. Spending time with family. 
35. Seeing my wife happy.  
36. Good job. 
37. Lunch time, sitting with the family eating together. 
38. Watching the children interact with the fathers. 
39. Sitting with new friends, my family eating pizza, eating cookies prayed over. 
40. Games, bonding, prayer. 
41. The acting out of a Bible scripture. 
42. Family. 
43. Seeing my son. 
44. Eating pizza. 
45. Everything. 
46. The meal and discussion together with the Prodigal Son skit. 
47. Dinner with family. 
48. See my son and quality time together. 

 
Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 
1. It gives inmates a distraction from the place. 
2. It allows for one to have time with family and learn things as well—some quality time with the chil-

dren. 
3. It brings families together. 
4. It’s an incentive for the inmates to do good. 
5. It helps families come together and share their experiences. 
6. They work at changing the relations between families. 
7. It helps us learn. 
8. They strengthen family ties. 
9. It gives families hope. 
10. Opens eyes. 
11. Beneficial to family and inmate. 
12. It helps the men that are incarcerated to look forward to spending time with family. 
13. It will make inmates appreciate our families more. 



14. Inmates and family need it.  Families with children need time together to strengthen their families to 
reduce the recidivism rate and children from becoming incarcerated. 

15. Huge part of re-entry to society for both sides. 
16. Helps both the inmates and families of inmates come together to see our friends and family. 
17. Positive reinforcement is best. 
18. They are good for everyone. 
19. You can see your family and friends. 
20. Helps family get closer. 
21. It helps brings families together. 
22. It’s good for family fellowship. 
23. It is the best thing I’ve ever attended. 
24. It helps families come closer together and shows us how much we are loved. 
25. For bringing families together. 
26. They can see how the inmates get to see their kids. 
27. It provides family interaction. 
28. It helps them learn about the love of Jesus Christ. 
29. It really benefits the emotional and psychological health of all involved. 
30. The residents benefit by their family spontaneity but prison officials specified a too wide time range 

for arrival of the family members. Advise of the colors banned for clothing. 
31. They are positive and informative. 
32. It allows for families to reconnect and maintain a relationship. 
33. It is a rare chance to have fun with family. 
34. Yes, you get to meet all the people. 
35. Positive event except needs better organization when letting families in. 
36. It provides an incentive for inmates to stay clean and out of trouble, 
37. It gives us inmates hope and faith in a positive future for our release date. 
38. It gives inmates and families hope for the future. 
39. They promote family values and unity. 
40. Family and pizza are great. 
41. Great interaction with son. 
42. It’s a great bonding time. 
43. It’s important for families to spend time together. 
44. Get to know more about the programs for our inmates. 
45. It’s great for families and great information. 
46. It’s more fun to talk. 
 

I appreciate the Guideposts Magazines, Prison Fellowship and Operation 
Starting Line collaborators’ gifts and books, 1687 Foundation books, 
donated homemade cookies, pizza, and want to tell all the sponsors 
thanks and: 
1. All your hard work is extremely appreciated. 
2. Keep up the good work. 
3. Fun to read, helpful. 
4. Please continue. 
5. I truly appreciate it all. 
6. Your hard work is appreciated. 
7. God bless this ministry. 
8. I hope inmates are getting through to. 



9. How much I appreciate the time and effort they took to do this. 
10. What a wonderful presentation for everyone.  Thank you for helping us interact as a family. 
11. Thank you. 
12. God bless. 
13. God is good all the time. 
14. God is good all the time, all the time good. 
15. Thanks for everything that was done for us. May the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit bless you all. 
16. Express my gratitude that someone sees the need for programs like this. 
17. Please continue doing this so inmates can become returning citizens. 
18. Keep up the good work. 
19. Keep creating hope. 
20. Keep up the good work. 
21. Thank you. 
22. Prison ministries are an inspiration to us and they DO turn people to the Lord. Amen. 
23. God bless you all. 
24. We love that there are so many good people in the community that care so much and volunteer their 

time for such a great cause. 
25. We appreciate all the effort in making our already tense circumstances more comfortable. 
26. We appreciate everything you do. 
27. Thank you. 

 

I drove____miles one way to come to the Family Day. 
40, 48, 50, 52, 66, 70, 75, 78, 80, 90, 120, 126, 140, 186, 200, 250, 280, 300+, 340, 345, 400, 420, 600 

Additional Comments: 
1. Thank you. 
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