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The 3rd Wings Family Day at the NE NM Correctional Facility was held on August 25, 2018, in 
Clayton, NM. There were 48 inmates and188 family members who were cleared to attend the 
Family Day.  There were 3 inmates who were in the praise band, and there were 4 volunteers 
from Albuquerque who were able to attend the Family Day, along with volunteers from Clayton.  
 
The Albuquerque volunteers had planned to do an orientation/training for the men on Friday 
evening, but due to a two week lock-down, the training was not able to be held.   
 
The Wings team, and the many family members who attended the Saturday Family Day, were 
VERY thankful and grateful to the NE NM Correctional Facility Warden and staff for allowing the 
Wings Family Day to continue as scheduled, even though the State of NM prisons were in a 
complete lock-down situation.  
 
The volunteers and inmate helpers did a great job of helping set up for the Family Day. Paper 
bags with cups, plates, napkins, placemats and plastic spoons were filled.  Platters of homemade 
cookies were prepared, and family members who arrived early were asked to help with the 
preparations too.  
 
Once everything was set up Ann led the family members and the volunteers in mixers. Everyone 
had a good time before the Family Day even started!  We found out that family members had 
driven from Austin, TX, flown in from Pensacola, FL, and driven long distance from all over the 
state to attend the Family Day.  The men were especially pleased to attend the Family Day and 
see their loved ones, after the long lock-down. 
  
Chaplain Louis Montoya opened the Wings Family Day in prayer. Ann, some choir members, 
children, and volunteers helped lead the first two songs – “Praise Ye the Lord” and “Shake a 
Neighbor’s Hand”. Then the praise band led the music and the children and family members were 
given bells and percussion instruments to play. The praise band at NE NM Correctional Facility is 
outstanding, and everyone loved the music and singing.  
 
Next, the men were cast as disciples, and Chaplain Montoya was “Jesus”, and the “cushion” and 
“sail” were picked.  Others formed the “boat”, and everyone else became the “wind”, the “rain”, 
and the “waves”.  The boat was tossed over the rough waves while “Jesus” slept.  Finally the 
disciples woke “Jesus” up and he stood and said “Be still!”  The Disciples asked, “Who is this man 
who can calm the wind and the waves?” Chaplain Louis and Ann reflected on this parable and 
talked about the storms in our lives and that Jesus is the only one who can calm those storms.  
Everyone enjoyed the interactive Bible story and its powerful message.  
 
Next the men went with their children to do crafts.  Volunteers were there to assist as needed, and 
everyone loved making cards and bookmarkers with stickers and markers, beautiful unique 
butterflies out of the “worthless” newspaper, and fun and tasty necklaces out of cheerios and 
pretzels.  It’s amazing how beautiful those necklaces were and how lovely all the crafts turned 
out! 
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While the inmates had alone time with their children, Ann had time to share about the history of 
Wings, church programs available to families in Albuquerque, the Thresholds Mentoring Program, 
and an inmate talked about all the programs available in the prison.   
 
Soon the room was turned into a giant dining room.  Circles of 10 people enjoyed the pizza, 
which had been paid for in part by the inmate Veteran’s Club.  We all were so grateful to the 
inmates who had so generously helped support the Wings Family Day! Cookie bakers in 
Albuquerque had prayed over and baked plenty of delicious homemade cookies to eat, and 
lively discussion was held at each table.   
 
Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  Since we were tightly packed into the 
visitation room, each table played a game of “Get to Know You BINGO.”  Questions were asked 
and names were crossed off the BINGO card as the people around the table got to know all 
kinds of fun facts and things about one another.  When BINGO was called by one table, 
everyone want to continue and not stop the fun game.   
 
Then the Deputy Warden did something very unusual – she extended the family visitation time!  
She was SO kind and everyone was SO grateful to her and the rest of the staff.  The family 
members were given an extra hour to visit with their loved one, as many had come long distances 
to visit and they would not be allow to visit the next day because of a planned lock-down again.  
EVERYONE was so thankful and appreciated the kindness of the Deputy Warden and staff. 
 
The family members remained at their tables and the Chaplain asked everyone to bow in prayer 
and we were reminded that Christ was born and also died for each and every one of us. It was a 
special, uplifting Family Day, where joyous hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   
 
Church flyers, Guideposts magazines, books and materials from Operation Starting Line 
collaborators, 1687 Foundation, The Vivian Foundation, and Testify World were also distributed 
to everyone.  
 
The following comments came from the participants and their words describe how meaningful the 
Family Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  
 

I came to the Wings Family Day today because: 
1. I wanted my son. 

2. I missed my brother. 

3. I want pizza and to visit with family. 

4. To see my brother. 

5. It is my uncle’s birthday and I enjoy family time. 

6. I wanted to see my uncle. 

7. It is fun and interesting. 

8. To see my family. 

9. For God to bless me and share time with my son. 

10. I wanted to support my boyfriend. 

11. I came to serve my fellow man. 

12. To visit with our good friend. 

13. I came to see Isack. 
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14. To see my husband. 

15. I love my son and want to support him. 

16. Time with God and family. 

17. I wanted to visit my fiancé and our son to spend time with his father. 

18. A great time to spend quality time with the family. 

19. I got lucky. 

20. Family, Friends, and God. 

21. To meet new people. 

22. I wanted to visit my son because I hadn’t seen him in 4 ½ years. 

23. I wanted to experience the environment of other individuals and to spend time with my family 

and friends, also to learn about religious beliefs. 

24. I needed to spend some quality time with my man. 

25. Because we were invited. 

26. Family day with my brother in-law. 

27. I look forward to this day all year long. I wanted my family to make memories and to feel 

normal for a day. 

28. I wanted to see my son happy. 

29. I was invited by an inmate. 

30. Visit nephew. 

31. I want to “pay it forward”.  

The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 
1. Being with my children and residents during craft project outside. 

2. Seeing the love my family has for me. 

3. Seeing him; and picking up a cricket. 

4. Listening to discussions and visiting with the family. 

5. The dedication and positive message of hope for the future. 

6. Spending quality time with family. 

7. Everyone was participating. 

8. To be next to my family. 

9. Watching my children interact with their dad. 

10. All of the families and happiness. 

11. Chilling with my nephews. 

12. Family time. 

13. Just being able to spend some quality time with my man that doesn’t include just sitting across 

the table from him. 

14. That I got to see the people that I love most. 

15. Visiting my son and meeting new people. 

16. The interactions. 

17. The program was all about others loving each other/ sharing Jesus. 

18. The music and Ann’s story. 

19. Taking pictures. 

20. Seeing how no matter what you live or where you are God and family will be there. 
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21. Being able to hug and kiss. 

22. Moving around room with family. 

23. Singing. 

24. Praise and worship. 

25. Helping serve and seeing all of the smiling faces. 

26. Family atmosphere. 

27. To share with my family and teach the kids to value time together as a family. 

28. Very organized. 

29. Spending time with my uncle and telling him how much we love and missed him. 

30. Arts and crafts. 

31. Fellowship. 

32. Being closer to our son. 

 

Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 
1. It is healing for both the inmates and family & prayer is the best. 

2. It gives not only the inmates a drive to do well but it is a way to be a family again. Something 

we haven’t had in a while. 

3. It helps put spirits up. All should be able to participate even if at different times. 

4. Brings families together. 

5. Get to see families. 

6. God bless them. 

7. Thank you for caring about us and spending time to bake homemade cookies. 

8. Get to share and be close to family. 

9. Allows for more positive things in their life. 

10. Helps feel some sense of normal. 

11. It eases the inmates as it brings a lot of joy to everyone who attends and is a very good 

program for all involved. 

12. I miss seeing Isack every day. 

13. Children should be able to connect with their families as often as possible. 

14. It is important that we spend time since the conjugal visit have been stopped. 

15. Positive influence. 

16. Show love and communication. 

17. Enjoy the visit. 

18. A good day to have fun. Also you get to do interesting things. 

19. Helps keep families together. 

20. It’s fun and draws others together in a loving way. 

21. Talk about the Word of God & informs both inmates and families on how to reduce 

recidivism.  

22. Able to bond on another level which makes us get to know each other again. 

23. It’s important for families to come together and experience the important values other families 

share and to get to know others. 

24. Great to rehabilitation and bring the family closer together. 

25. It helps families get through this tough journey. 
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26. It’s a good support system. 

27. It helps us with our low self-esteem. 

28. These inmates deserve it and more so do the families. 

29. It gives you the incentive to be good. 

30. It makes everyone feel like they are worthy of family. 

31. It makes everyone happy and lets the inmates know they are still loved. 

32. It’s an inspiring and hope giving program. 

33. It is the best 

34. A positive thing for being in a negative place. 

35. A big improvement for residents and families. 

I appreciate the 1687 Foundation books, Guideposts Magazines, Prison 
Fellowship and Operation Starting Line collaborators’ gifts and books, delicious 
homemade donated cookies, donated pizza, and want to tell all the sponsors 
thanks and: 
1. Spiritual concepts may be said in many ways. 

2. God bless, don’t give up on us. 

3. I am so thankful. 

4. Please continue what you are doing. 

5. I appreciate everyone’s help to make it happen. 

6. I would like to do more things like this. 

7. Continue to bring Wings and other programs to families/ inmates. 

8. God bless. 

9. I had a good time. 

10. I am glad there are programs like this. 

11. Thank you Veterans group for pizza. 

12. Let’s do this again and again. It was great. 

13. Continue to do a wonderful job and God bless you. 

14. You are blessings for coming together to host an amazing family event. 

15. Take care of my brother. 

16. I was a volunteer by way of Chapel and I was part of the V.A. group also. 

17. Thank you all who participated in getting this together. We really appreciate all that was 

done. 

18. God bless everyone for making this a wonderful day! Even though the guys were on lock 

down Thank you! 

I drove ___ miles one way to come to the Family Day: 
120, 170, 180, 190, 200, 280, 290, 300, 320, 325, 350, 400, 453, 458, 658, 700, 800, 1000, 10 

hours, drove from Austin, TX.  Flew from Pensacola, FL to Amarillo, TX and drove to the prison 
from Amarillo. 
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Extra Comments: 
 

My name is Michaela Gallegos and my children and I were approved to go to the 
event you held yesterday in Clayton. I and their father Adolph (who is incarcerated) 
want to thank you, the staff and volunteers that held the event.  
 
It was the best visit my children and I have had with their father ever! I truly Thank 
God for you guys.  
    
What you do to help encourage people that are in prison to be the best they can 
be and to spend time with their children is wonderful. All while teaching them about 
The Lord. You are a blessing to us. I just thought you should know that. 
    
Thanks again for giving my children and I the best day with their father that we 
have had is a long time it feels like. 
     
Sincerely, 
Michaela Gallegos 
 


