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13th Wings Family Day  

The Farm – Central New Mexico Correctional 
Facility 
Los Lunas, NM 
08-17-19 
 
The 13th Wings Family Day at The Farm in Los Lunas, NM was held on August 17, 2019. There 
were 115 children and adult family members, 48 inmates, 21 volunteers, 2 TV crew from KOB-
TV, and 12 Correctional staff who were registered to attend.  The volunteers came from 
congregations from Rio Rancho, Los Ranchos, Edgewood, Colorado and Albuquerque, NM.  

On Saturday the team arrived at the prison early. It was decided that the Family Day would be 
held in the outside area from the visiting room, as there was more room and it was a larger place 
to host the event. All the volunteers did a great job of helping set-up for the Family Day.  The men 
quickly pitched in to help too, and soon everything was set up for the Family Day.  

Next the families started arriving and Ann led the group in mixers.  People got to know one 
another, found out favorite hobbies, and where people were from, and discovered fun things to 
do in their hometowns.  Everyone enjoyed getting this chance to interact with one another. Next 
tarps and balloons were being bounded and everyone enjoyed playing together out on the lawn. 

As the men came into the open area, KOB-TV was there to film the family members reactions to 
seeing their loved ones.  The reporter also interviewed several inmates and family members, and 
the report was shown later that evening on Channel 4, KOB-TV’s new programs.  They did a 
great job of capturing the excitement of family members seeing their loved ones after a long time 
and of all the fun at the Wings Family Day. 

Prison Chaplain Fred Di Lella opened the Wings Family Day in prayer. The inmate band, children, 
family members, and volunteers helped Ann lead the song, “Praise Ye the Lord”.  Each side stood 
up to sing and sat down when not singing.  Next “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand and Jesus is a Friend, 
He’s the Friend Next To You”.  Then the inmate praise band led everyone in singing, musical 
percussion instruments were distributed to the audience, and everyone was singing, playing 
instruments, and having a great time.  The band was really great and we all loved the music time.  

The Bible story was Noah and the Arc.  Next inmates became the “Ark”, and Chaplain Di Lella 
became “Noah”. Others were chosen as “Noah’s sons and daughters-in-law”. The children picked 
out stuffed animals and “costumes” to become various animals, others were chosen to be the 
“rainbow”, and everyone else became the “wind” and the “waves”.  “Noah” built the ark, “Noah’s 
family” came on the ark, and then all the animals came jumping, flying, hopping, and running into 
the ark.  It started to rain, and everyone noticed the slow “turtles” who were taking forever to get 
onto the ark.  Finally, the “turtles” made it onto the ark, before the 40 days of rain and the flood.  
When it stopped raining “Noah” sent out the “doves” to see if there was any new growth, and 
they came back with green leaves in their beaks.  Then the “rainbow” came out and everyone 
was reminded of God’s promise to never send a flood to destroy the earth again, and that the 
rainbow was God’s promise to us of his love. The Champlain reflected on the story and reminded 
everyone that even though some of us are slow like the turtles, God will wait for us if we turn to 
Him.    

Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that 
Wings For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and 
returning citizens.   

Some of the volunteers shared about their ministries/programs, and the Deputy Warden shared 
about the many programs available to the men.  During this time the men were busy making cards 
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and book markers with their children and grandchildren.  They also made cheerio/pretzel 
necklaces and butterflies out of newspaper and recycled paper. It’s always wonderful to see the 
beautiful crafts that everyone creates and makes for loved ones. 

Dinner was pizza, homemade cookies that were baked by a team of volunteers who pray over 
each cookie, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each table.   

Everyone always enjoys the “group game” at the end of a Wings Family Day and this Family 
Day was no exception.  A “Get to Know You BINGO Game” was played, and everyone enjoyed 
finding out about one another as they filled in their BINGO card.   

The Family Day ended in a huge circle prayer around the open area with everyone holding 
hands, bowing in prayer, and being reminded that Christ died for each and every one of us.  It 
was a special, uplifting day, where grateful hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   

The following comments came from those in attendance and their words describe how meaningful 
the Family Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  

SPECIAL THANKS to 1687 Foundation and Guideposts Magazines for all the books and 
magazines that were donated.  We are VERY grateful! 

I came to the Wings Family Day today because: 

1. My son is here and he invited me. 
2. Bring granddaughter. 

3. To have fun with family. 

4.  I wanted to see my dad. 

5. I wanted to spend time with kids and family. 

6. I came to spend time with my brother-in-law. 

7.  I wanted to see my dad. 

8. We came to have fun and to see grandpa. 

9. We came to visit and spend the day with grandpa. 

10. To spend time with my brother. 

11. Watch people smile to change lives. 

12. I wanted to see my brother. 

13. To be involved with my son, and to be here for him. 

14. I enjoy the intervention/families. 

15. To spend time with my brother. 

16. To see my family. 

17. I wanted to spend time with my big brother and be able to walk around outside with him not 

so many rules being applied. 

18. To be with my son. 

19. Step-dad invited me to come. 

20. I wanted to support my husband. 

21. I wanted to spend some time visiting my family. 

22. I wanted to visit with my family. 

23. To see my son. 

24. I wanted to spend time with my dad. 

25. I wanted to see my dad. 

26. Wanted to see daddy. 

27. It was a great chance to spend time with my family and friends. 

28. To bring kids to visit with dad. 

29. To see my dad. 
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30. I wanted to spend as much time with my boyfriend. 

31. A good opportunity to visit family who I love. 

32. Because my dad is here. 

33. To learn. 

34. Visit my dad. 

35. We came to visit my father-in-law. 

36. I want to support and be with my son as much as I can. 

37. To see my dad. 

38. My boyfriend is incarcerated. 

39. Have fun, see my dad. 

40. To visit my family. 

41. Spend time with my dad. 

42. To see my grandpa. 

43. Time to connect with family. 

44. Family visit. 

45. I wanted to see my family. 

46. Es un evento muy oveno para traer union con la familia. 

47. To see my dad. 

48. Yo vine ha este event por visitor na mi hijo haserle compania este dia. 

49. I wanted to see my brother. 

50. Invited. 

51. To get outside. 

 

The highlights of the Wings Family Day for me were: 

1. The support and kindness shown to families and inmates. 

2. Ann’s summaries. 

3. Families and inmates having fun together.  

4. Making drawing. 

5. I enjoyed it.  

6. My dad and I had fun. 

7. The play. 

8. Everything. 

9. Hanging out with my dad and just spending time with him. 

10. Family time. 

11. Family time with all of us together. 

12. Spending time with family. 

13. Recognition for my service, arts, and crafts. 

14. Getting to hang out with my brother.  

15. The way God was involved today.  

16. Seeing families reunite. 

17. Personal time with family. 

18. Talking and hanging out with my family. 

19. Family time and activities. 

20. Got to sit with my son, talk with him, hug him, and not get interrupted by any guards. 

21. Spending time with my step-dad and getting to know other people and fun activities. 

22. Spending time and laughing and being supported. 
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23. Seeing my wife participate in Noah’s ark. 

24. Seeing my family. 

25. Seeing and interact with my son. 

26. Spending time together as a family again. 

27. The balloon tarp games.  

28. The food with my dad. 

29. Colored together.  

30. Making crafts with my kids and spending time with my fiancée.  

31. Mrs. Sweet’s story and spending time with my dad.  

32. Noah’s story. 

33. Learning skills necessary to be productive upon my release.  

34. When we did arts and crafts. 

35. Interaction. 

36. Catching up and talking with my dad.  

37. Eating. 

38. Play Noah’s Ark and seeing my family participate and relax. 

39. Dressing up like an animal. 

40. Kids fun time.  

41. Being able to have my children’s father a part of activities instead of just sitting at a table. 

42. Having fun, spend time with everyone.  

43. Seeing my family and eating pizza with them. 

44. Pizza. 

45. To see my dad.  

46. Family 

47. Arts and crafts. 

48. Interact with family. 

49. Seeing family. 

50. La forma en que nos trataron las voluntarias.  

51. Spending time with my niece and dad.  

52. Me gusto con vivir con mi hijo y sus companeros. 

53. To see my brother. 

54. Christian based.  

55. Food and fellow inmates 

56. The support and kindness shown to families and inmates 

57. Ann’s talk 

 

Prison Officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 

1.  It is so cool that families can hang out together and the inmates can forget their problems for 
one day. 

2. They were good. 

3. It’s good for family to interact. 

4. Because it lets families help get closer to the family member in prison. 

5. It gives us fun time with kids and loved ones. 

6. It gives time for families to spend time together. 

7. It brings families together and breaks barriers; we all have family. 

8. You get to spend more quality time with family. 

9. It lets families spend time with each other. 
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10. Families enjoy spending time together. 

11. It’s a good program. 

12. Wings changes lives. 

13. It is a positive influence to the prisoner and their families. 

14. It supports the inmates so that they feel they have a purpose in life. 

15. It brings families a lot closer. 

16. It gives inmates a little free time with family. It’s good to spend more time with other families as 
well. 

17. It helps the inmates in their daily lives and helps them when they get out. 

18. It brings families together and people coming together to do activities. 

19. It brings families together in a fun and supportive way. 

20. It helps inmates moral and it gives them something to look forward to. 

21. Family time is always good. 

22. Helps promote self-esteem for inmates and interact with other families and inmates. 

23. It brings families together. 

24. It allows inmates to reconnect to their families. 

25. They are nice to everyone here. 

26. Fun. 

27. It is a good chance for us to understand that family and GOD are most important. 

28. Yes. 

29. Keep families together through positive interaction. 

30. It helps reinforce behaviors necessary to remain out of incarceration after release; positive 
relationships. 

31. It helps people get together. 

32. Positive value in non-threatening setting. 

33. It’s good to catch up talk in a family environment. 

34. It helps inmates continue to have GOD in their lives and realize that GOD can help you over-
come all things. 

35. Yes. 

36. It brings family together. 

37. It allows everyone to enjoy your loved ones and family. 

38. They should have fun and eat as a family. 

39. It is good for families and inmates. 

40. It’s great for family to spend time together. 

41. It brings families together. 

42. It’s good for families. 

43. It gives families a chance to spend time together. 

44. It’s good for families. 

45. It’s good for morale. 

46. It’s a good thing. 

47. Functiona muy bien para poder convivir con las familias y para union con los presos. 

48. It gives families a chance to spend time together. 

49. El Bueno est event por la razon de que reuno ha la familia. 

50. Unity. 

51. It’s good for families. 

52. These inmates and families need to talk and get to work out issues and figure out positive ways 
to work together. 

53. People can experience being addressed politely. 
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I appreciate the 1687 Foundation books, Guideposts Magazines, and collabora-
tors’ gifts and books, donated cookies and pizza, and want to tell all the sponsors 
thanks and: 

1. Keep doing it. 
2. We appreciate everything! 
3. I am thankful for everything they have done. 
4. I am very thankful for everything. 
5. Thank you for all the entertainment and the fun. 
6. Wings is a blessing to the families. 
7. To continue to support Wings. 
8. I am thankful for everything you have donated. 
9. Continue to extend the time for families to become more involved. 
10. You are awesome, thank you, GOD BLESS. 
11. GOD BLESS and thank you for everything. 
12. Keep doing this. 
13. Keep going in all good things you’re doing. 
14. I liked them very much. 
15. It is very appreciated. 
16. Please do this more often. 
17. Thank you for your support. 
18. I appreciate everything. 
19. You guys are awesome. 
20. It’s great for families. 
21. Gracias por el dia que nos dieron. 
22. Each item contributes to receiving and learning the prayers. 
23. Thanks. 
24. GOD BLESS YOU. 
25. You guys do an awesome job. 

 
I drove _____ miles one way to come to the Family Day.   
7, 15, 30, 40, 80, 98, 127, 141, 147,150, 158, 170, 200, 237, 300, 380, 3-1/2 hours, Flew 
from Austin Texas 

 
Additional Comments: 
Thank you for coming Saturday, it really helps my guys and boosts their morale.  Warden Vistula 
Curry 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


