
   

21st Annual Back-to-School Party 
August 13, 2016 

St. John’s United Methodist Church 
 
The 21st Annual Wings Back-To-School Family Day was held at St. John’s United Methodist Church on 
August 13, 2016.  We had at least 150+ guests RSVP for the party.  We had additional volunteers from at 
least 25 different congregations in addition to the cookie bakers who provided 60 dozen homemade 
cookies as their ministry for the Family Day. 

Family Life Radio made announcements about the Family Day and Chick-fil-A on Paseo and Wyoming 
were drop-off spots.  The Family Life Radio listeners and the Chick-fil-A customers helped fill the back of 
an entire Suburban.  THANKS to all the donors who helped the children start with new school supplies.  
Thanks also to Ambercare Hospice who donated at least 150 notebooks. 

Wings staff and volunteers bagged up 247+ school supply bags on Friday afternoon. Books from the 
1697 Foundation and school supplies overflowed the many tables holding everything.   

On Saturday volunteers set up for the Family Day, organized crafts, prepared the overflowing cookie 
platters, and soon the guests started arriving.  Prior to the “official start of the party” we played mixer 
games and enjoyed getting to know each other. 

Wings leader Ann Edenfield Sweet opened the Family Day in prayer and then Ann led the group in 
singing.  Musical instruments were distributed, everyone played along as we sang, and we closed with 
signing “Jesus Loves Me” and Sadie Tolino and several Native Americans sang in Navajo. 

The Bible story was Jesus Calming the Storm.  Rev. Paul Collins, former Chaplain at Los Lunas 
Correctional Facility and former Wings board president, played Jesus. Members of the audience 
created a curved line, linking their arms to create the form of a boat. One of the children took a 
large piece of cloth and became the sail of the boat.  Everyone else became the “wind” and 
“rain”. When the storm seemed to get out of control, the frightened disciples woke up Jesus 
and he stood us and called out “Be still.”  And immediately the seas and wind were still, and the 
disciples asked, “Who is this man who can calm with wind and the seas?”  And of course it was 
Jesus, who can calm all the storms in our lives. It was a powerful story of God’s love for us and 
everyone found the drama very meaningful and fun. 

Next Ann Edenfield Sweet, Wings For LIFE International Founder and Executive Director, shared 
the history of Wings and other ministry opportunities available to family members and 
returning citizens to the adults/caregivers who attended the party. During this time volunteers 
helped the children make crafts, which consisted of cards for loved ones, cheerio necklaces, 
WWJD bookmarkers, and decorated their notebooks for the start of school.   

Next everyone gathered back together in groups of 10 where everyone ate and shared stories 
and new memories over pizza, cookies, and punch.  Then everyone quickly cleaned up the food. 
The summer Olympics were still on, so the game as the end was a fun summer Olympic relay.  
Everyone ended with gold medals around their necks and official team photos were taken of 



each proud team. The party closed in the traditional “Closing Circle Prayer”, which was a huge 
circle extending around the Family Life Center. 

Next the children were lined up, shortest to tallest.  The children then walked to another room 
in the church and were given school supplies by the volunteers.  All the children were excited to 
receive new school supplies.  Packets of supplies had been prepared for the older children so 
they all received supplies appropriate for them. All the children received school supplies and 
they were very grateful. THANKS to all our donors, Family Life Radio listeners, and Chick-Fil-A 
on Wyoming and Paseo who made it happen!   

SPECIAL THANKS to St. John’s United Methodist Church and all the members and staff who 
helped with the party! 

The photo collages portray the energy, fun, and Christ-filled love that was shared at the Family 
Day. The comments below reflect the positive impact of the Wings Family Day. Duplicate 
comments were not repeated.  
 

I came to the Wings Family Day today because: 
1. For the school supplies. 
2. Wanted to help and get some school supplies. 
3. I wanted to help out and get the supplies I need for school. 
4. Needed help with grandson’s school supplies; also to help where needed. 
5. I wanted to volunteer. 
6. To see the kids happy, to share Christ’s love. 
7. To get more school supplies for me for school. 
8. I like what Wings has to offer my kids. I like coming and I like meeting other people. 
9. Because of them back to school & friendly people. 
10. School supplies.  
11. I haven’t attended in a long time. 
12. Case worker told me about it. 
13. School supplies. 
14. Because a case worker told my mom. 
15. I was invited. 
16. I called to inquire on help for my son coming out of prison and was invited. 
17. Foods, Crafts and fun activities. 
18. Activities, hearing the Word of God. 
19. For school supplies. 
20. In need of school supplies. 
21. My friend told me. 
22. I got a phone call and was told to go. 
23. School supplies for my children. 
24. I needed some school supplies. 
25. My parents brought me. 
26. I like to hear stories about Jesus. 
27. Interested in school supplies. 



28. My mom & dad said to go. 
29. I was invited. 
30. To do something as a family. 
31. To do something as a family with God. 
32. Mi hermana me invito. 
33. Para que me dieran utiles escolares. 
34. First for school supplies, but now it’s more than that. 
35. To the Back-to-School Party. 
36. Para queles dienan utiles a los ninos. 
37. Para agarrar supleas para los ninos. 
38. I came for school supplies. 
39. Desir me que repartirian utiles escolares. 
40. To help. 
41. I wanted to be a part of bringing school supplies to children of the incarcerated. 
42. To volunteer with my friend Margo and my Dad Henry. 
43. I am a volunteer.  
44. I came to the party today because I wanted to volunteer and help out. 
45. Fellowship with others. 
46. Came to be with family & friends. 
47. Wanted to bring my kids. 
48. To encourage my dear friend who is with Wings to take part in something worthwhile. 
49. I haven’t gone to church. 
50. Porque dijeran que hivan a dor cosas pora los ninos. 
51. Someone told us you’re giving backpacks for kids. 
 
The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 

1. Was the play. 
2. The story. 
3. The play and eating. 
4. The play. 
5. Watching the skit. 
6. Decorating the notebooks. 
7. Having fun and being in the play. 
8. My husband being in the play. 
9. The play with boat. 
10. School supplies. 
11. YOU GUYS TAUGHT ME A LOT. 
12. I enjoyed the kids singing and the play. 
13. The group activities. 
14. The Bible story. 
15. When the lady told me the story of her husband getting out of prison early cuz I’m still 

supposed to be there. 
16. ALL OF IT WAS AWESOME!!!! 



17. Food!!! 
18. Word of God, spending time with family. 
19. Food. 
20. The Word. 
21. The fun art. 
22. Talking to the other people. 
23. Audience participation. 
24. The singing and the play was nice. 
25. Joking with my big sis. 
26. Dinner table meeting new people. 
27. Mom & dad there. 
28. Activities. 
29. Meeting new people. 
30. Todo. 
31. Discussion & pizza & Arts & Crafts. 
32. Everything was nice. 
33. Me gusto todo. 
34. Everything was nice. 
35. Everything. 
36. O todo. 
37. The joy in the children’s faces. 
38. The singing and Ann’s story. 
39. Meeting new people. 
40. The highlights of the Party for me was dressing in costumes and discussion at the table. 
41. Working with the kids. 
42. Seeing my daughter take part in something worthwhile. 
43. The costume stuff. 
44. Good. Relaxing. 
 

Church leaders should continue to hosting Wings Family Days because: 

1. It brings people together. 
2. It helps keep family connected. 
3. It enables interaction with family. 
4. It unites families, also makes the transition easier for the families. 
5. It helps the families rebuild relationships and have needed communication. 
6. They bring families together. 
7. It’s a good thing to go and talk with your loved ones. 
8. They have good things to talk about and help with family. 
9. Helps family stay together. 
10. It’s good for our kids. It lets them be involved. 
11. They’re very encouraging. 
12. They do a great job. 



13. It helps families come together. 
14. It benefits the prisoners’ families. 
15. It’s fun. 
16. It’s a great program. We all need friends. 
17. It helps people who want to help themselves to be who God wants them to be. 
18. It offers hope for the people in prison and out. 
19. It gives hope.  
20. It benefits inmate family members. 
21. It’s cool. 
22. Getting families together. 
23. They are nice to us. 
24. It brings families together. 
25. They help families provide school supplies for their kids. 
26. Por que son personas que quieren que no repitieramos los que ellos vivievo. 
27. They have relatable pasts. 
28. Porque son personas inperfectas. 
29. Y que quieren que nosotros Aprendamos y que no repilamos lo que ellos vivieran. 
30. They serve a much needed purpose. 
31. It brings families together, which helps future return to society. 
32. It brings all people together, we are different but the same too. 
33. It’s a positive experience. 
34. Wings brings families together. 
35. Awesome example. 
36. Family members need each other, even if one is in prison or not. 
37. I think it helps the people. 
 

I appreciate the Guideposts Magazines, books, delicious food, homemade 
cookies, and want to tell all the sponsors thanks and: 
1. I just love the Wings program and all of the help they offer to the community. 
2. Was delicious. Thank you Wings. It was an awesome day. 
3. Good stories. 
4. The teachers for caring for us and teaching the Word of God. 
5. Helping my family and the food. 
6. Continue the good job. 
7. You’re awesome. 
8. To keep up the amazing work. 
9. God bless. 
10. ALL OF IT!!!! 
11. Hope you guys continue doing this kind of stuff. 
12. I am grateful for all blessings in life. 
13. Thank you and God bless you. 
14. Very grateful and God bless. 
15. I’m going to come again. 



16. Keep it coming & thanks. 
17. Thank you for doing this. 
18. Thank you again. 
19. For giving of their time & help. 
20. This is the greatest party ever. 
21. We are grateful for you and everything you do. 
22. Que son muy lindos en hacer todo os to gracias. 
23. Por todo. 
24. Thank you for the opportunity. 
25. For everything.  
26. Quiero darle gracias y amabilidad y sus loven trato asia nosotros. 
27. I appreciate everything. 
28. Someone has to be there for each other. 
29. Be safe. 
30. Muy bien bonito. 
31. God bless your guys. 
 
I drove _____ miles one way to come to the Wings Back-to-School Family Day. 
250, 120, 25, 20, 18, 16, 15, 14, 12, 10, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4.5, 3.1, 3, muchos, a lot 
 


