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Sonrise Church – Blake St. Baptist 
 
The 22nd Annual Wings Back-To-School Family Day was held at Sonrise Church (formerly known as 
Blake Street Baptist Church) on August 12, 2017.  We had at least 250+ guests, including 128 
children.  We had additional volunteers from at least 25 different congregations in addition to the 
cookie bakers who provided 68 dozen homemade cookies as their ministry for the Family Day. 

Family Life Radio partnered with Wings and made announcements about the Family Day and all the 
Chick-Fil-A restaurants in Albuquerque were drop-off spots for school supplies.  The Family Life Radio 
listeners and the Chick-Fil-A customers provided MANY school supplies.  The New Mexico Corrections 
Department main office staff in Santa Fe also collected over $400 to buy additional supplies.  THANKS 
to all the donors who helped the children start school with new school supplies.  Thanks also to 
Ambercare Hospice who donated at least 150 notebooks. 

Wings staff and volunteers bagged up 175+ school supply bags on Friday afternoon. Books from the 
1697 Foundation and school supplies overflowed the many tables holding everything.   

On Saturday volunteers set up for the Family Day, organized crafts, prepared the overflowing cookie 
platters, and soon the guests started arriving.  Prior to the “official start of the party” we played mixer 
games and enjoyed getting to know each other. 

Pastor Jake McLeroy, the pastor of Sonrise Church, opened the Family Day in prayer.  Jake was the 
former Chaplain at the Springer Boy’s School, the Springer men’s prison, the Penitentiary of Santa Fe, 
and then retired to pastor the Sonrise Church in Albuquerque’s South Valley.  Homer Gonzalez, the 
retired NMCD Faith-based Coordinator, created a new band, and the band led the music.  They were 
fantastic!   Wings leader Ann Edenfield Sweet helped lead the traditional “Praise Ye the Lord” and 
“Shake a Neighbor’s Hand”, as well as motions for “Lord I Lift Your Name on High”. Then the band led 
several other uplifting songs – some in English and some in Spanish.  Everyone loved the music! 

Next the sanctuary was transformed into an “Ark” as Ann led the Bible story of Noah and the 
Ark.  “Noah” (Pastor Jake), “his family”, “the ark”, “the rainbow” and the “many assorted 
animals” were picked. Everyone else became the “wind” and the “rain”.  Noah built the ark, his 
family members and two kinds of all the animals on earth joined him, and yet as Noah looked 
out, he saw the slow turtles trying to get to the ark in time.  Everyone called out to the turtles 
and finally they made it to the ark before the 40 days of rain and wind flooded the earth.  Finally 
the rain stopped, Noah sent out the doves to look for new growth, and they returned with a 
green leaf in their beaks.  Those doves sure flew around and flapped their wings!!! God’s 
promise to Noah was fulfilled with the beautiful rainbow above the earth, and everyone was 
reminded that God will even wait for the slowest turtle to come to Him. It was a powerful 
interaction of a Bible story. Pastor Jake reflected on the story and how it related to us today.  

Next Ann Edenfield Sweet, Wings For LIFE International Founder and Executive Director, 
shared the history of Wings and other ministry opportunities available to family members who 
attended the Family Day. Several other leaders from various prison ministries also shared about 
programs they were involved with. 

During this time volunteers helped the children make crafts, which consisted of cards for loved 
ones, cheerio necklaces, WWJD bookmarkers, and decorated their notebooks for the start of 
school.   



The Sonrise Church is undergoing extensive remodeling, and the social hall was not big enough 
to handle such a large crowd.  So all the adults helped carry tables and chairs outside to the 
large open area behind the church.  Soon a “dining area” was set up with families gathered 
together in groups of 10 where everyone ate and shared stories and new memories over pizza, 
cookies, and punch.  Then everyone quickly cleaned up the food.  

Everyone always enjoys the “group game” at the end of a Wings Family Day and Saturday was 
no exception.  A “Get to Know You BINGO Game” was played, and everyone enjoyed finding 
out about one another as they filled in their BINGO card.  The party closed in prayer, as 
everyone joined hands with those next to them around their tables. 

Next the adults carried the tables and chairs back into the social hall while the children were 
lined up, shortest to tallest.  The children then walked to another room in the church and were 
given school supplies by members of the Bernalillo County Sheriff’s Dept. and the volunteers. 
All the children received school supplies and they were very grateful. The officers from the 
BCSD were very helpful, and even carried large boxes of school supplies to individual’s cars.  
We were so thankful for their help. THANKS also to all the Wings’ donors, Family Life Radio 
listeners, the NMCD staff in Santa Fe headquarters, and the Chick-Fil-A restaurants and 
customers who made it happen!   

SPECIAL THANKS also to Sonrise Church and all the members and staff who helped with the 
Family Day! It was a joyous, fun day! 

The photo collages portray the energy, fun, and Christ-filled love that was shared at the Family 
Day. The comments below reflect the positive impact of the Wings Family Day. Duplicate 
comments were not repeated.  
 

I came to the Wings Family Day today because: 
1. To get school supplies. 
2. Free school supplies. 
3. I was invited. 
4. Church. 
5. Wanted to try new things. 
6. To get to know the Wings family. 
7. School supplies and church service. 
8. Ann informed and invited me.  I am interested in being here with my family. 
9. School supplies for kids. 
10. We need school supplies. 
11. To meet everyone at the church. 
12. Help with party. 
13. My aunts brought me. 
14. Came with my sister. 
15. My family came and my aunt brought me. 
16. My family came. 
17. See family. 
18. To see and spend time with family. 
19. It was a family event. 
20. Help for school supplies. 
21. We were invited. 
22. Was mentioned to me by a volunteer. 
23. School supplies and to enjoy the event. 



24. My brother-in-law passed away this past February and he and his family have attended 
previous back-to-school events so my family attended with his family since he isn’t here. 

25. Food. 
26. Spend time with family and to get school supplies. (tradition) 
27. I was told about it by a volunteer and my children would be blessed. 
28. For the school supplies. 
29. To do something as a family with God. 
 
The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 

1. Seeing my kids sing the songs. 
2. Everyone’s a child of God. 
3. Singing. 
4. The reading and the singing. 
5. Food and getting to know people. 
6. The Noah Ark story and the singing. 
7. The Noah Ark’s play. 
8. Friendly people and good food. 
9. Food and the school supplies. 
10. Fellowship. 
11. My son learned how to pull himself up. 
12. The mixers and the play. 
13. Music. 
14. Making a bookmarker. 
15. What it was all about. 
16. Worship. 
17. Ann’s story. 
18. Playing with my son and watching the explanation of the Ark. 
19. I got a snow cone. 
20. Pizza. 
21. Crafts. 
22. The story of the lady whose husband went to prison was very inspirational. 
23. Spending time with family. 
24. The worship, singing and the Noah’s Ark story participation. 
25. Everything. 
26. Was the play. 
 

Church leaders should continue to hosting Wings Family Days because: 

1. It is important for prisoners to know they have family there for them. 
2. They help families. 
3. Family is important. 
4. Brings families together. 
5. It brings family together and hope. 
6. Family is important. 
7. My daughter is in prison in Grants. 
8. Because it helps people be caring and giving. 
9. Wings makes a difference. 
10. They are awesome. 
11. They can learn to have fun. 



12. All deserve respect. 
13. It’s great for the community. 
14. It gives inmates a new light and a break from jail. 
15. They are great hosts. 
16. It benefits many families and tries to keep them together. 
17. Because it’s fun, helpful, and welcoming. 
18. Families need it, including all the support they can get. 
19. It helps families. 
20. It is important for the families of the prisoners as well as the prisoners themselves; to give 

them hope and a purpose. 
21. It’s a nice thing to do. 
22. It brings people together. 
23. It helps kids. 
 
I appreciate the Guideposts Magazines, 1687 books, The Vivian 
Foundation books and coloring books, delicious food, homemade 
cookies, and want to tell all the sponsors and cookie bakers thanks and: 
1. God bless you. 
2. Thanks also to Chick-Fil-A, Family Radio and of course Wings For LIFE. 
3. Thank you. 
4. We appreciate everything so much, thank you. 
5. Keep doing what you are doing. 
6. We appreciate you, thank you. 
7. Thanks for the fun stories. 
8. Would like to give thanks. 
9. Have a blessed life. 
10. Have a blessed day. 
11. We appreciate everything. 
12. Thank also to Family Life Radio, Sonrise Church and Chick-Fil-A too. 
13. I just love the Wings program and all of the help they offer to the community. 
14. The homemade cookies were so delicious!  Thanks to everyone who baked them! 
 
I drove _____ miles one way to come to the Wings Back-to-School 
Family Day. 
2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 12, 15, 16, 30, 37 


