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The 4th Wings Family Day at the Northeast NM Correctional Facility was held on August 10, 2019, in 
Clayton, NM. There were 48 inmates who were cleared to attend the Family Day, 150 family members, 
and 5 volunteers who were cleared to attend the Family Day.   
 
Chaplain Mark Honeycutt was waiting for us and helped us quickly enter the prison.  Ann Edenfield Sweet, 
Wings Founder and Executive Director, and two Albuquerque volunteers provided an orientation and 
training for the men.  The men were prepared to be “team members” for the Family Day, were told why 
and how Wings started, and then taught how to help.   
 
Ann taught the men about Search Institute’s 40 Developmental Assets©. Some of the men were given 40 
cups.  Other groups were given different amounts of cups, but none more than 20.  Then the men were 
given 90 seconds to build the strongest pyramid they could with the cups that could stand by themselves. 
Once the 90 seconds was up, Ann talked about “winds of life” that an individual may encounter.  The men 
shared loss of job, new job, new relationship, divorce, sickness, car accident, death in the family, and 
incarceration.  Then Ann and team members pretended to be the “winds of life” and were given one blow 
to blow over each pyramid.  The one with 40 cups had stability and a good foundation, and most of the 
cups were left standing. 
 
People need more than 30 Assets© to cut at-risk behaviors.  Discussion was held and the men seemed to 
really understand that if they wanted to help themselves and their children from going to prison, that 
building and strengthening the “Assets” could help their families.  
 
The Albuquerque volunteers, inmate helpers, and family members did a great job of helping set up for the 
Family Day. Once everything was set up, we went out in the open space outside the visitation room and 
played games with tarps and balloons.  Everyone enjoyed being out in the fresh air, even though it was a 
bit warm.  Different contests were held and then all the balloons were brought inside by the children and 
we had a “Balloon Pop” to see which child could pop their balloon the fastest.  We all had great fun. 
 
Chaplain Mark Honeycutt opened the Wings Family Day in prayer. Ann, some volunteers, and the children 
helped lead the first two songs – “Praise Ye the Lord” and “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand”. Next hand motions 
were taught to “Lord I Lift Your Name on High” and we ended by signing “Jesus Loves Me.”  It was very 
meaningful and we all enjoyed the music and dancing so much.  
 
The Bible story was Noah and the Ark. The room was transformed into an “Ark” as Ann led the Bible story 
of Noah and the Ark.  “Noah”, “his family”, “the ark”, “the rainbow” and the “many assorted animals” 
were picked. Everyone else became the “wind” and the “rain”.  Noah built the ark, his family members and 
two kinds of all the animals on earth joined him, and yet as Noah looked out, he saw the slow turtles trying 
to get to the ark in time.  Everyone called out to the turtles and finally they made it to the ark before the 
40 days of rain and wind flooded the earth.  Finally, the rain stopped, Noah sent out the doves to look for 
new growth, and they returned with a green leaf in their beaks.  Those doves sure flew around and 
flapped their wings!!! God’s promise to Noah was fulfilled with the beautiful rainbow above the earth, and 
everyone was reminded that God will even wait for the slowest turtle to come to Him. It was a powerful 
interaction of a Bible story.   
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Next everyone was invited to do crafts.  Volunteers were there to assist as needed, and everyone loved 
making cards and bookmarkers with stickers and markers, beautiful unique butterflies out of the “worthless” 
newspaper, and fun and tasty necklaces out of cheerios and pretzels.  It’s amazing how beautiful those 
necklaces were! 
 
During this time Ann had time to share about the history of Wings, church programs available to families in 
Albuquerque, and the Thresholds Mentoring Program.  Chaplain Honeycutt and Warden Brown talked 
about the many programs that are available to the men. It was a meaningful and special time for 
everyone. 
 
Soon the visitation room was turned into a large dining room.  Tables of 10 people enjoyed the pizza 
which was sponsored by the Inmate Veteran’s Club, had plenty of delicious homemade cookies to eat, and 
punch.  Lively discussion was held at each table.   
 
Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  A bag of recycled “junk” was used to decorate 
one person from each dinner group in a new “Summer” outfit.  Everyone participated in decorating their 
special “birthday boy or girl”, and soon the chapel was filled with models in the most fashionable summer 

attire☺ Great fun was had by all. 
 
The Family Day closed with everyone holding hands in a large circle around the chapel.  The Chaplain 
asked everyone to bow in prayer and we were reminded that Christ was born and also died for each and 
every one of us. It was a special, uplifting party, where joyous hearts joined together for great fun and 
fellowship.   
 
Church flyers, Guideposts magazines, books and materials from 1687 Foundation and the various other 
ministries represented were also distributed to everyone.  
 
Special thanks to all the cookie bakers!  Everyone loved the delicious homemade cookies!  Special thanks 
also to the Inmate Veteran’s Club which helped pay for much of the plentiful pizza! 
 
The following comments came from the participants and their words describe how meaningful the Family 
Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  
 

I came to the Family Day today because: 
1. Me and my Father and Mother wanted to have a good time thanking GOD. We united as a family to 

see my brother. 

2. I wanted to see my wife and have fellowship with my fellow community members. 

3. To see my husband. 

4. Spend time with family. 

5. Visit my Uncle Nathan Chavez. 

6. Have fun with families, refresh inmate’s minds, and cheer. 

7. People happy. 

8. Fellowship and worship, to spend time with not just family, but GOD’s family. 

9. To enjoy time with my fiancé and family. 

10. I want to spend time with my brother-in-law. 

11. For my kids to have one-on-one time with their dad. 

12. I got to interact with my family and do activities with my niece. 

13. I wanted to spend time with my son and also listen to the speakers. 

14. I wanted to spend time with my parents and grandma. 

15. To spend time with my brother and he can visit with his niece. 

16. I wanted to learn more about everything. 
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17. I came to visit my step-father who I love very much. 

18. This was a great opportunity to see and to interact with my family. 

19. I wanted to come and enjoy time with my father. 

20. I got to speak some with a loved one. 

21. I wanted to be close to my family. 

22. My son is here. 

23. To see my brother. 

24. I wanted to see what it was all about and visit my son. 

25. I wanted to see my nephew. 

26. I wanted to be with my family. 

27. I’m an inmate at NENMCF. I came to visit my family, enjoy their company and the fellowship. 

28. I got to spend time with my family. 

29. It was a great opportunity to visit my husband and interact in a happy environment. 

30. I wanted to learn something new. 

31. I wanted to enjoy time with my fiancé. 

32. My family, Nathan Chavez, invited us to fully introduce us to wonderful activities and family time. 

33. To spend time with my family. 

34. It was husband’s and kid’s day. 

35. My brother is in prison. 

36. Because my son is here and I wanted to see the benefits in it. 

37. Time with my wife and five children means a lot to me and I wanted to get interaction with the kids. 

38. I came to support my baby boy. I like to talk to him about the Word of GOD. 

39. I love my Dad. 

40. I wanted to spend time with my family. 

41. I haven’t been able to see my brother in two years so I came to see him. 

42. To be with family. 

43. To see my loved one. 

44. I have good behavior and deserve to be closer to my family. 

45. My brother requested that we show face. 

46. To visit my son and enjoy fellowship. 

47. I love the atmosphere. 

48. I came to visit my son. 

49. To visit with my brother and have family time. 

50. I love to spend time with my son’s father and family time is great. 

51. I came for a visit with my husband and son. 

52. To visit my son and wife. 

53. I wanted to spend family time with my brother. 

54. I came to visit my brother-in-law. 

55. My son asked me to come. 

56. I wanted to see my dad. 

57. I wanted a non-traditional visit with my mother. 

58. I came to see my son and I was glad to have met other families. 

59. To see my family. 

60. I wanted to visit with my brother and enjoy time with family. 

61. My name is Edward M. Salas and I came to see my family and loved ones. 

62. I wanted to have a real visit and family time. 

63. We came to see our grandson. 

64. I came to visit my brother. 

65. I wanted to interact with my family. 
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66. Family time. 

67. I wanted a more personal and religious event with my father. 

68. I wanted to see our son. 

69. Family time. 

70. This was the 1st physical visit with my uncle. 

71. I haven’t seen my loved one in over 13 years. 

72. So I could spend quality time with my kids and fellow inmates with their families. 

73. To see my Uncle Nick. 

74. I wanted to get to know my father-in-Law a bit more. 

75. I came to visit Edward Salas. 

 

The highlights of the Wings Family Day for me were: 
1. Eating with non-inmates. Having conversation with strangers about non-prison life.  Normal 

conversation. 

2. Seeing and hugging my husband. 

3. Enjoy the role plays and singing. 

4. Fun. 

5. Happy to see loved ones, to be siblings made my day. (The siblings in Noah and the Arc.) 

6. Nice. 

7. Making Noah’s Ark with my daughter. 

8. All the interaction with my loved ones. 

9. Being able to move around. 

10. Seeing my kids and husband smile. 

11. Being able to move around and get to meet the other people’s family. 

12. Family time, fellowship and activities. 

13. Spending time with my mother and sitting down to eat with her and my grandma. 

14. My brother spending time with all and me. 

15. The greatest girl I ever seen. 

16. When the leader asked me and my brothers to volunteer. 

17. The moment where we were able to share a meal with my family. 

18. Watching kids play with their fathers and spending time together. 

19. It brings a family together when that one person can’t be there. 

20. Enjoyable. 

21. Seeing how happy everyone was. 

22. Watching my incarcerated son bond with his kids. 

23. Kids spending time with their fathers. 

24. Eating, hugs and family time. 

25. That BIG hug (touch). 

26. Family time. 

27. Seeing families so happy and together. 

28. The feeling of freedom and the good vibes. The Noah’s Ark play. 

29. Meeting people and having fun. 

30. The highlight for me was when we were able to share a lunch with our loved one and other visitors. 

31. The good people. 

32. Getting to be with my fiancé. 

33. Arts and crafts with my children. 

34. Time with my husband and the kids got time with their dad. 

35. Playing games, being together, meeting other who know how you feel. 



5 

 

36. The things we got to do. 

37. Getting to play with my kids. 

38. The speeches and how the speaker encouraged the inmates to live for the LORD and how important it 

is. 

39. Able to see my dad. 

40. Being able to interact with my family. 

41. It really makes a big difference for the children to interact with their fathers. 

42. Spending time with my little brother. 

43. Seeing and being with family. 

44. Prayer. 

45. The interaction with my family and kids without being separated and hands-on activities. 

46. New brothers. 

47. Games and bible story presentation. 

48. The fellowship. 

49. Entire time. 

50. Meeting new people, eating pizza and talking with my brother, mother and kids. 

51. Noah’s Ark. 

52. Praise and Worship. 

53. The prayer and worship. 

54. Making new memories and having good laughs. 

55. Fun and games and interaction. 

56. Seeing my son, talking with other families and inmates. 

57. Spending time with my mom. 

58. The story of Noah. 

59. To see my family happy. 

60. Meeting new people and interacting. 

61. Playing with the family. 

62. Pizza and family. 

63. Getting to truly have special fun with my wee one. 

64. Seeing and being around our inmates participating with everybody about our Lord. 

65. Noah’s Ark. 

66. Spending time with family and building a stronger relationship. 

67. Meeting people that are in the same place. 

68. Getting to see everyone laugh and families aside from what’s going on. 

69. It was exciting, singing. 

70. The activities and visiting my Uncle. 

71. Spending time with my family and seeing my Uncle. I was happy to play games and eat a meal with 

my Tio. 

72. Seeing my cousin after all these years. 

73. Getting to see my kids and spread GOD’s Word. 

74. To talk and speak with my Uncle. 

75. Meeting new people and spending more time with my father-in-law. 

76. Learning about Jesus and meeting with my dad and those he gets to call friends. 

77. Spending time with family. 

Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 
1. It encourages prison inmates to have hope that love exists. 

2. This is the first time I feel like a human being since I was arrested in 2017. This is an important 

connection to the non-prison world. 
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3. It makes you feel normal to be able to visit and hug and catch up. 

4. Brings us inmates closer to our kids and family. 

5. It is fun and you get to see your family.  Keep going next time. 

6. I love Wings to have us here with siblings. Continue for our inmates, thank you so much and GOD bless 

you all. 

7. Happy days. 

8. It gives inmates something to strive for. 

9. It strengthens relationships between families and children. 

10. It humanizes the visits. 

11. So kids can get a chance to interact with their family. 

12. It gives us the inmates an incentive to be good and have clear conduct. 

13. I believe this is a very POSITIVE and encouraging way to support our loved ones. 

14. It’s pretty good to sit down with family and spend time and it’s better than a regular visit. 

15. Allows family time. 

16. I agree that will help everybody to be with their loved ones. 

17. They should keep hosting because families are able to have a good connection with each other. 

18. It is important that this type of event take place to unify families and to bring them together after 

being separated for a long time. 

19. It brings family together when that one person can’t be there. 

20. Keeping family together. 

21. Being together as a family is very important. 

22. Brings families together and makes our loved ones happy and encouraged. 

23. Good way for families to get connected. 

24. Inmates do better if they can look forward to being around family or loved ones. 

25. They have it organized and made it fun. 

26. We enjoy being with family and friends. It makes all family happy to be together. 

27. It’s important to be with family. 

28. It gives these men hope, especially for their children and family. 

29. It’s great to spend time, quality time, with family. 

30. It is a great event to keep in touch and to share with each other.  This brings hope and happiness to 

inmates and family. 

31. I enjoyed spending time with family. 

32. It is a good way to connect with family. 

33. Definitely and for more games, builds excitement. 

34. It’s good. 

35. It is a GREAT program! 

36. We appreciate you letting us bring our families together even if it’s just for one day a year. Thank you 

so much. 

37. Because it can help the families to see what it is like to be a family. 

38. At regular visits I can’t move around and walk with my kids. 

39. I think it is nice for inmates and it helps them to do good. 

40. Family should be able to spend time with their families. 

41. It gives us the opportunity to spend time with our family. 

42. It really makes a big difference for the children to interact with their fathers. 

43. A more comfortable visit. 

44. To bring people together. 

45. It is nice to be with loved ones. 

46. We get to actually bond with our family and children. 

47. Empowerment. 
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48. Prison needs GOD.  

49. It brings families closer together that are going through the same things. 

50. Good for inmates and family as well. 

51. Brings families together and to participate in activities. 

52. Family time is important. 

53. Families appreciate and benefit being together. 

54. It builds and strengthens families. 

55. It is a great opportunity for the inmates that try their best to get family time. 

56. It’s fun and worth coming to their visit. 

57. The humanity of all people and stresses the positive in all. 

58. It’s a good way to have fun and visit. 

59. It encourages family time. 

60. GOD loves all of us. 

61. It is a very positive thing for inmates and family. 

62. It is fun and positive. 

63. Helps with stress and love. 

64. I think prison officials should continue hosting Wings. 

65. It made the bond with my son stronger. 

66. It makes everybody feel good about ourselves. 

67. We get a different kind of visit. 

68. It gives us inmates a reason to do good for ourselves and family. 

69. It’s good for inmates. 

70. It is an awesome coping mechanism for everyone affected and helps the inmates to have something to 

look forward to and do good for. 

71. Family loves to see their loved ones. 

72. It brings families together. 

73. It’s better to see and touch your loved ones.  It brings family together and gives inmates hope and 

motivation to go home. 

74. It’s much needed family time well spent. 

75. It is a very positive and worthwhile event for everyone involved. 

76. It is very fun and I had fun. 

77. It is a great event and children learn more about religion. 

78. It allows inmates to better their rehabilitation by sharing the rewards for following the rules in order to 

be a part of this event. 

79. It is a chance to visit my cousin and my family. 

 
I appreciate the 1687 Foundation books, Guideposts Magazines, and collaborators’ 
gifts and books, donated cookies and pizza, and want to tell all the sponsors thanks 
and: 
1. May GOD Bless You always. This was greatly appreciated.  It means the world that you put smiles on 

people’s faces. 

2. BIG! BIG! THANK YOU! 

3. Thank you for all you do!!! Best day I’ve had since he went to prison. 

4. Thanks to all staff, it’s appreciated and GOD Bless! 

5. YOU’RE THE BEST! 

6. Thank you so much for the books, cookies and pizza. 

7. Thank You! 

8. Keep up the good work. 
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9. May GOD continue to bless you and your family. 

10. Keep doing it! 

11. I appreciate everything that was done for us on this day. 

12. I am very thankful, grateful and appreciate all of this. 

13. That we appreciate doing this for us. 

14. I appreciate this very much and I’m very thankful. 

15. Thank you all and GOD Bless. We appreciate everything you all have done for us. 

16. Thank you again for all the donations and for making this possible. 

17. We appreciate what they done to make this day happen. 

18. For making the family feel special. 

19. Keep doing it. 

20. Good job with everything. 

21. Excellent job. 

22. You made everyone’s day. 

23. My family enjoyed it very much, and even if we had to pay for it, but free is wonderful so thank you. 

24. GOD Bless you, you have already blessed us…Thank You! 

25. For making it possible to be closer to my family. 

26. We all as a group, my family and appreciate everything you have done. 

27. It made such a great treat, and it made everyone feel special. 

28. Another thank you for everything you do and for having a heart to donate and help my family to have 

a great day. 

29. We appreciate it 

30. May GOD Bless you. 

31. A big thank you, fully to the staff, much love for the fun Wings has going on in appreciation. 

32. We appreciate you letting us bring our families together even if it’s just for one day a year. Thank you 

so much. 

33. It means a lot you doing this for me and my family. 

34. Keep it up because I think it’s important for the inmates. 

35. I can’t wait to do it again. 

36. We really appreciate all you have done to make this day special for my family. 

37. We really appreciate this program. 

38. Thank you for making everyone feel special. 

39. Come again. 

40. I appreciate it very much and GOD Bless. 

41. This event brings peace and happiness to my heart and I would like for it to continue so we can bond 

and get closer to our families. 

42. God bless you. 

43. Thank You, very much appreciated. 

44. Keep up the good work. 

45. You are appreciated. 

46. I appreciate, time, effort, generosity and thank you so much. 

47. God bless everyone. May you all have a blessed rest of 2019. 

48. We had a good time. 

49. I pray you guys continue to do this. 

50. Please continue the hard work. 

51. I want to tell you Thank You for everything. 

52. This is something very good! Everybody is sharing about Our Lord. 

53. We enjoyed the items. 

54. Keep up this program and may God Bless. 
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55. From all our hearts, thank you. 

56. I hope and pray they can continue to have events like this for the families. 

57. We appreciate everything you do for our family members. 

58. Thank You for hosting and making this visit a bit more special. 

59. Thank You for making my visit with my Uncle extra special and taking the time to donate books, 

cookies and pizza. 

60. We Love you like Family! This day was Beautiful! 

61. God Bless, what you do matters to so many of us. 

62. Wish there were words more than Thank You. 

63. God Bless. 

64. Really appreciate the time and effort that goes into helping the inmates and other people outside. 

I drove _____ miles one way to come to the Wings Family Day: 
150, 162, 190, 200, 215, 238, 250, 272, 300, 320, 350, 358, 375, 400, 406, 460, 470, 587, 720, 

1200, 1250, 3 hours, 3.5 hours. From Taos, from Portales  

One family drove from Florida to stop in Dallas to pick up their daughter and grandson who flew in from 

Maryland.  Then they all drove to Clayton. 


