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The 12th Wings Family Day at Santa Rosa was held on August 6, 2016. There were 104 children 
and adult family members, 30 inmates, 25 volunteers from 19 congregations and 3 Correctional 
staff who were registered to attend.  The volunteers came from many congregations from Rio 
Rancho, Moriarty, Tijeras and Albuquerque, NM.  

Ann Edenfield Sweet provided training about Search Institute’s 40 Developmental Assets© prior to 
the start of the Family Day.  Some of the men had attended the previous training in February and 
they remembered some of the key points and said that they had taught other men in the units 
about them. 

People need more than 30 Assets to cut at-risk behaviors.  The men seemed to really understand 
that if they wanted to help themselves and their children from going to prison, that building and 
strengthening the “Assets” could help their families.   

The staff worked quickly to process all the volunteers. The volunteers did a great job of helping 
set-up for the Family Day, including making the subs, cheese, and PB&J sandwiches. Prior to the 
start of the Family Day, Wings Founder Ann Edenfield Sweet led the group in mixer games where 
everyone got to learn new things about one another. 

Chaplain Zenaida Bridges opened the Family Day in prayer.  We started with the traditional 
“Praise Ye the Lord” and “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand”. Then the inmate praise band led the group 
in wonderful singing. The men are so enthusiastic and are such good musicians. Everyone loved 
them and joined in the singing and playing all the percussion instruments. 

The Bible story was the Parable of the Sower.  The Sower (Chaplain Bridges) sowed the first 
seeds.  The “Birds of the Air” came and pecked at them and they withered and died.  It was a 
very meaningful Bible drama.  

Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that 
Wings For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and 
returning citizens.   

Some of the volunteers shared about their ministries/programs, as there were so many volunteers 
from different ministries.  During this time the men were busy making cards and book markers with 
their children and grandchildren.  They also made cheerio/pretzel necklaces and butterflies out of 
newspaper and recycled paper. It’s always wonderful to see the beautiful crafts that everyone 
creates and makes for loved ones. 

Dinner was sub sandwiches, PB&J and cheese sandwiches, cookies, and punch.  Lively discussion 
was held at each table.   

Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  Since we will soon be watching the 
Summer Olympics, it was only fitting that Wings hold its own “Summer Olympic Relay”.  Each 
table became its own “team”.  Soon people were “carrying the torch”, diving, broad jumping, 
synchronized swimming, hitting the volleyball back and forth, rowing in unison, and cheering “USA, 



USA, USA, and USA!”  The national anthem was sung by each team, and then an “Official 
Olympic Team Photo” was taken of each team, and gold medals were hung from each member’s 
neck.  Great fun was had and laughter filled the area. 

The Family Day ended in a huge circle prayer around the open area with everyone holding 
hands, bowing in prayer, and being reminded that Christ died for each and every one of us.  It 
was a special, uplifting day, where grateful hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   

One family connection that was especially touching was about a 19-year-old young man who 
rode with us to see his father for the first time in six years. He met up with his 17-year-old brother 
there. Prior to the actual Family Day activities, the older son helped the Wings volunteers in 
making the sandwiches for the meal later. He helped set up the room, all the time keeping an eye 
on the door where his father (a lifer) would be coming through. Once all preparations were 
completed, he sat near Wings volunteer Margo, who spoke with him. He said that he was terribly 
nervous, having imagined this moment of meeting his father for many years. When the door 
opened and the inmates started filing in, he sat totally engrossed in the faces of the men, seeking 
the face he might recognize.  

Margo said, “The moment he recognized his father coming through the door, his whole demeanor 
changed. Ironically, of all places in the room that he might have chosen to sit, the young man’s 
father sat almost directly behind him in the next row. He just stared at his father who periodically 
glanced at him. After several glances, the father suddenly realized that his son was right in front 
of him. I don’t remember how they managed to get the folding chairs out of the way, but they 
were instantly in each other’s arms in an enormous bear hug. Within seconds, the younger son had 
thrown himself into his father’s arms. I actually fought tears watching this amazing reunion. 

At first their father didn’t show much emotion around others but he finally joined his sons in the 
songs, and the sowing of the seeds. Quite by chance, I ended up at the same table with them for 
dinner. I didn’t listen to their conversations, as I wanted them to have their time together, but I 
noticed that the older son would constantly touch his father’s arm when he would talk to him. There 
were moments during the day when it seemed he may have confronted his father about issues, but 
there was never hostility and the hugs were genuine. After dinner, when we did the Olympics 
game, he participated just as actively and with as much fun as the others. What really meant the 
most was that, as things were winding down, the father came over to me, shook my hand, and 
thanked me for helping to bring his boys to him. 

As we were in the parking lot preparing to leave, the older brother stopped and talked to me. I 
mentioned to him that I had noticed him touching his father’s arm constantly when he talked to him. 
He said, ‘I think I just needed to know this was REAL!’ While I have only been to a few of the 
Wings prison Family Days, this one will always be very special to me.” 

The following comments came from those in attendance and their words describe how meaningful 
the Family Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  

I came to the Wings Day Family Day today because: 
1. New experience. 
2. I wanted to see my uncle and support him. 
3. Food. 
4. I wanted to see the connection of families. 
5. I wanted to see my family members and have good time. 
6. Son is here in prison. 
7. To see my Dad. 



8. My father is a residence at this facility. 
9. I had to work…Facility Chapel Clerk. 
10. Wanted to share something special with my family. 
11. Enjoy watching families interact. 
12. I made a mistake, and I don’t…. (not completed) 
13. To see my Dad. 
14. Came to see my father. 
15. God guided me to. 
16. Have a good conversation about God and life. 
17. To spend time with my family, get a surprise of my life. 
18. I wanted to meet my Dad and see my family. 
19. Wanted to see my son. 
20. I love it! 
21. To see what it is about. 
22. I wanted to get together with my family. 
23. To be a part of the experience. 
24. To be with my son and support him. 
25. I just wanted to have fun & enjoy my uncle having fun with us & have a meal together. 
26. I get to see my whole family. 
27. I haven’t seen my son in a very long time. 
28. I wanted to see my uncle. 
29. We wanted to support the cause. 
30. It is my calling to work with returning citizens. 
31. Hoping to see family and further my walk and help others. 
32. God is good to see my Mom. 
33. To see friend and family. 
34. To learn of family. 
35. To have fun with all love God’s children. 
36. I came today so that I can see my little brother whom I haven’t seen, hugged or touched in 

2 years. 
37. I needed to see my son. 
38. To spend time with my family and see my sister after 2 years. 
39. To see my family & meet my Grandson. 
40. It was important for my son to meet my dad. 
41. To see my dad. 
42. To see my son and let him see his grandson and daughter. 
43. To see my family. 
44. I wanted to see my family. 
45. To see my families. 

 
The highlights of the Wings Family Day for me were: 

1. Custom. 
2. Being able to spend time with him. 
3. Songs. 
4. Eating with the families. 
5. Have fellowship with Son and family. 
6. Spending time with all of my family! 
7. Being able to share a meal with my dad and the worship. 
8. Two little girls made me a wrist bracelet. 



9. Watching the kids enjoy themselves with their dads. 
10. Watching the kids play. 
11. Games with my son. 
12. Seeing my Dad and talking with him. 
13. When I first walked into the room, not knowing what to expect, and the first hug I’ve given 

my father in years. 
14. Conversation with new members of the church. 
15. Conversation with very good people. 
16. Seeing my daughter. 
17. Meeting the whole other side of my family and loving it. 
18. Eating with family. 
19. Singing, family and fun. 
20. Entrusting  
21. Spending time with others. 
22. Seeing other friends with family. 
23. The Christian music. 
24. Watching my family have a meal and pray together. 
25. The Bible Story/The Sower. 
26. Seeing my son! 
27. The story of the Sower and the Seeds. 
28. Sitting at the table like a family. 
29. Joy of the visit, working together. 
30. Meeting people/eating. 
31. Everything. 
32. Music. 
33. Singing. 
34. Get to meet my friend Family. 
35. Being able to hug my brother for the first time. 
36. Feeling the love in the room. 
37. Spending time with family. 
38. Talking with my loved ones. 
39. My Dad meeting his grandson. 
40. Music, visiting. 
41. Seeing my family. 
42. The music. 

Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 

1. They bring families together and make us feel comfortable. 
2. It communicates fellowship. 
3. It’s a positive experience. 
4. Bring everyone closer to God and family. 
5. It gives us a chance to have fun with our Dad and do fun activities. 
6. It gives me and my kids a chance to have fun with my dad. 
7. It’s awesome. 
8. The families out there enjoyed it so much. They really need this stuff.  
9. Brings families closer. 
10. Positive environment. 
11. It helps the inmates. 



12. This is the only chance I’ve got to speak and see my Dad. 
13. It allows us to be more human. 
14. It brings people close to family and treated as a human. 
15. It brings family together. 
16. It helps bring people together. It makes people smile. 
17. For the men to love and live outside, they need to have contact inside. 
18. It makes inmates feel human. 
19. It is fun. 
20. It good to get together with family. 
21. It’s a great experience. 
22. It’s a good incentive. 
23. It’s the perfect opportunity for families to be family instead of family & prisoners. 
24. It helps us stay close to our family. 
25. The encouragement. 
26. It’s nice to see our family. 
27. It brings a lot of happiness. 
28. It is necessary to show this is the start to be successful. 
29. It helps others and re-integration of family. 
30. It is changing family. 
31. It’s good. 
32. They bring a new attitude to each of us. 
33. It’s fun. 
34. Families need these opportunities. 
35. It’s a great way for a family of an inmate to bond and still spend time and it gives the in-

mate hope and something to look forward to. 
36. It brings more of a family setting for inmates and families. 
37. It brings families together. 
38. It was fun and good for me and them. 
39. It’s good for families to get to see their loved ones.  
40. The inmates need it. 
41. It’s nice seeing my family. 
42. It brings family together. 
43. It’s a great inspiring activity. 

I appreciate the Guideposts Magazines, Prison Fellowship and Operation Starting 
Line collaborators’ gift and books, donated homemade cookies and pizza, and 
want to tell all the sponsors thanks and: 

1. Let them know we appreciate everything they do for us. 
2. May God be upon you. 
3. God bless all of you. 
4. You guys are the best. I really appreciate what you guys do. Thank you so much!!! This 

means a lot to us. 
5. You do an amazing job. I pray God continues to bless each and every one of you! 
6. Come back again! 
7. God Bless so much. My family didn’t show up…but God’s family did! Thank you. 
8. God Bless. 
9. Hope to see you soon. 
10. We will be back. Thank you. 



11. I am very grateful for this chance to see my Dad.  
12. Please may God bless your heart and please be safe. 
13. God bless you all for all good work you guys doing. 
14. God bless you all. 
15. We need them. 
16. GOD BLESS YOU! 
17. Come again. 
18. Come again. 
19. Come again please so I can have my family come too. 
20. All the Wings and prison staff. 
21. We loved it.  
22. God bless. 
23. And continue to do. 
24. I hope to see you next time. 
25. For wonderful and inspiring stories. 
26. Please come again! 
27. Thanks. Keep up good work. 
28. God Bless You. 
29. God Bless. 
30. Thank you. I’ll be back. 
31. All the Wings Family. 
32. This was a lot of fun. 
33. Keep doing what you do. 
34. Keep up the good work. 
35. God bless you and thank you. 

Miles Driven one way to prison: 7, 45, 40, 55, 75, 16, 120, 925, 20, 250, 90, 50, 300, 160, 
21, 50, 300+, 215, 200, a lot, 70, 202, 200+, 205, 15, 202, 30, 25, 35, 60  
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