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The 10th Wings Family Day at The Farm in Los Lunas, NM was held on July 68, 2016. There were 
45 children, 93 adult family members, 34 inmates, 29 volunteers, and 10 Correctional staff who 
were registered to attend.  The volunteers came from many congregations from Rio Rancho, 
Moriarty, Belen, and Albuquerque, NM.  

Ann Edenfield Sweet, and Wings’ volunteer Edith Lambert, from Albuquerque, provided an 
orientation and training for the men a week earlier.  The men were taught two songs, prepared to 
be “team members” for the Family Day, were told why and how Wings started, and then taught 
how to help.   

Wings has also started teaching the men about Search Institute’s 40 Developmental Assets. © 
Some of the men were given 40 cups.  Other groups were given different amounts of cups, but 
none more than 20.  Then the men were given 90 seconds to build the tallest pyramid they could 
with the cups that could stand by themselves. 

Once the 90 seconds was up, Ann talked about “winds of life” that an individual may encounter.  
The men shared loss of job, new job, new relationship, divorce, sickness, car accident, death in the 
family, and incarceration.  Then Ann pretended to be the “winds of life” and was given one blow 
to blow over each pyramid.  The one with 40 cups had stability and a good foundation, and most 
of the cups were left standing. 

People need more than 30 Assets to cut at-risk behaviors.  Discussion was held and the men 
seemed to really understand that if they wanted to help themselves and their children from going 
to prison, that building and strengthening the “Assets” could help their families.  It was a good 
night.  

On Saturday we arrived at the prison early, as we had The Farm Family Day scheduled for 9:30 
am to 12:30 pm and then we were scheduled to host the 2nd Family Day at Level 2 from 1:00 – 
4:00 pm.  It was decided that the Family Day would be held in the outside area from the visiting 
room, as there was more room and it was a larger place to host the event. All the volunteers did 
a great job of helping set-up for the Family Day.  The men quickly pitched in to help too, and 
soon everything was set up for the Family Day.  

Next the families started arriving and Ann led the group in mixers.  People got to know one 
another, found out favorite hobbies, and where people were from, and discovered fun things to 
do in their hometowns.  Everyone enjoyed getting this chance to interact with one another. Next 
tarps and balls were being bounded and everyone enjoyed playing together out on the lawn. 

At 9:30 we were ready to start the Family Day. Retired Prison Chaplain and former Wings Board 
president Paul Collins opened the Wings Family Day in prayer. The inmate band, children, family 
members, and volunteers helped Ann lead the song, “Praise Ye the Lord”.  Each side stood up to 
sing and sat down when not singing.  Next “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand and Jesus is a Friend, He’s 



the Friend Next To You”.  Then the inmate praise band led everyone in singing, musical percussion 
instruments were distributed to the audience, and everyone was singing, playing instruments, and 
having a great time.  The last song was “Jesus Loves Me” and Wings’ volunteer Sadie Tolino, and 
other Navajos led us in singing while we all did signing to their music.  We all loved the music 
time.  

The Bible story was The Prodigal Son.  Paul Collins was the father, and he, the older son, and 
younger son were outfitted in lovely costumes.  “Wild women”, children as “pigs”, and “card 
dealers” were also dressed in costume.  The audience was divided with half supporting the 
younger son – “Hi Dad”, and the other half supported the older son – “What about me?”  
Everyone was part of the story and at the end, after the laughter and fun, Ann reflected about 
the story.  She minded us that our Father will always come running to us, and always welcome we 
home, no matter how far we have strayed. It was a very meaningful Bible drama.  

Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that 
Wings For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and 
returning citizens.   

Some of the volunteers shared about their ministries/programs, as there were so many volunteers 
from different ministries.  During this time the men were busy making cards and book markers with 
their children and grandchildren.  They also made cheerio/pretzel necklaces and butterflies out of 
newspaper and recycled paper. It’s always wonderful to see the beautiful crafts that everyone 
creates and makes for loved ones. 

Dinner was pizza, cookies, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each table.   

Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  Since we will soon be watching the 
Summer Olympics, it was only fitting that Wings hold its own “Summer Olympic Relay”.  Each 
table became its own “team”.  Soon people were “carrying the torch”, diving, broad jumping, 
synchronized swimming, hitting the volleyball back and forth, rowing in unison, and cheering “USA, 
USA, USA, USA!  The national anthem was sung by each team, and then an “Official Olympic 
Team Photo” was taken of each team, and gold medals were hung from each member’s neck.  
Great fun was had and laughter filled the area. 

The Family Day ended in a huge circle prayer around the open area with everyone holding 
hands, bowing in prayer, and being reminded that Christ died for each and every one of us.  It 
was a special, uplifting day, where grateful hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   

The following comments came from those in attendance and their words describe how meaningful 
the Family Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  

I came to the Wings Day Family Day today because: 

1. New experience.  
2. To share with my loved ones and fellowship and be educated on programs that can help.  
3. For info.  
4. I wanted to help families come together!  
5. Of opportunity to witness.  
6. I wanted to see my mom but now I meet new people.  
7. I wanted to be more involved.  
8. I wanted to visit someone that I love and for fun.  
9. I volunteer.  



10. I was volunteering.  
11. First volunteer experience at Wings.  
12. To have a family day with my brother.  
13. I wanted to help.  
14. The Lord put it in my spirit to do it. 
15. My fiancé is currently in prison. I came to visit him and have a good time.  
16. See my son Rudy. 
17. Family came to visit me and I truly enjoyed them.  
18. I heard about this ministry through friends and was excited to see how it was to go to be with inmates 

and relatives.  
19. I wanted to meet new people see my brother and sister.  
20. I wanted to see my brother.  
21. I wanted to help support the inmates and their families with a Family Day.  
22. I missed my fiancée so much and what better to visit than with the Lord. Amen!  
23. It was an opportunity to support my husband. To encourage him to do his best by being involved in ac-

tivities or organizations.  
24. Vine a conocer a las personas que traen la palabra de dios para que las personas que estan aqui 

sientan que dios los ama tal como somos y para esto con mi hijo. 
25. I wanted to spend a great day with my family.  
26. Jesus suppor.t  
27. To visit my brother-in-law.  
28. Father.  
29. I have never been to one and I wanted to see what It was about.  
30. To have Christian fellowship with my son.  
31. To become close to my familia.  
32. To enjoy a day with my brother.  
33. To see my brother.  
34. My son Eduardo Corrales is an inmate.  
35. To enjoy spending time with my brother, plus to be able to have my family together laughing enjoy the 

Lord’s grace and blessing.  
36. I enjoy time with all the family and prisoners and with my son.  
37. Our son Jacob invited us.  
38. To see my mom and niece.  
39. I needed to be around positive people.  
40. To come and visit my husband.  
41. I wanted to be with fellow believers and reunite with family.  
42. To see my nieces.  
43. To spend time with my family and others.  
44. To spend time with my boyfriend.  
45. I wanted to volunteer.  
46. To spend time with uncle.  
47. My son’s brother in prison to spend time with him.  
48. To see grandpa and play. 
49. We want to be with family.  
50. I wanted to visit with my family.  
51. Spent time with family and meet new friends.  
52. To see my son and bring his daughter to see him. 
53. I needed to see other people.  
54. I wanted to be with my family.  
55. I was invited.  



56. To see my only son, haven’t seen him in a while.  
57. To visit my grandson.  
58. Planned on seeing my family for this event, but I didn’t let them know in time so he cancelled.  
59. Wanted to see what it’s about.  
60. To see my nephew.  
61. I came to see my son.  
62. I am a volunteer. 
63. As a volunteer, I wanted to be a part of something special.  
64. To help my friend come see her son and offer some support to him. 
65. I want to try and support Chris.  
66. I wanted to visit my mother.  
67. I want to know more about your program.  
68. I loved what is going on. This will help me change. 
69. My son asked me to. 
70. To spend time with my mom.  
71. So I can spend time with my husband. 
72. My Lord wanted me to NOT get stuck in a rut.  
73. I wanted to visit my family.  
74. I wanted to spend time with my father-in-law. 
75. The prison cancels visits every time we come to see my dad. So this was a “sure thing” visit. 
76. To see my boyfriend. 
77. To see my girlfriend. 
78. A fun spiritual family day. 
79. Quality time with my brother. 
80. Because I knew I would have a good time. 

The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 

1. Custom (Cole) closeness.  
2. Seeing my loved one smile and seeing the children so happy seeing their father.  
3. Singing.  
4. Families being together.  
5. Singing and fellowship.  
6. Meeting new people.  
7. Being with the families and volunteers.  
8. The arts and craft and also eating.  
9. Seeing the smiling faces.  
10. Seeing fathers and their children together.  
11. Watching participants dressing up for play of Prodigal Son with basically rags they were able to cre-

ate fun characters.  
12. Getting closer as a family and to God.  
13. Meeting people.  
14. The friendly people.  
15. Visiting with my loved one and spending time with him and getting to talk and enjoy our day together.  
16. The reunion with my son and family and talking to all the different people.  
17. Activities and most importantly being and seeing each other.  
18. All the fun activities we had – especially the dress up and talking to everyone.  
19. Bible story, making butterfly’s and necklaces.  
20. Being together as a family.  
21. Games, food, storytelling.  
22. When I first saw my beautiful fiancée and when we did the little skit.  



23. First off seeing my husband, however the discussion on living, this new life adjustment. Accepting and 
incorporating the Lord into everything.  

24. Las historias de las familias y aprendimos de ellas.  
25. Being with my family and other families together having a good time.  
26. Group participation.  
27. Seeing my niece with her dad.  
28. Pizza.  
29. Getting to spend time with my nephew and spending positive time with the family.  
30. The activities and teaching by the volunteers.  
31. To bring families close together.  
32. The music from the band.  
33. Seeing my brother.  
34. The visit type was without rules and we could enjoy and participate.  
35. Praising the Lord, singing, enjoying meeting new people food was good, just about everything I enjoy.  
36. We sing and dance, do playing and do the praying.  
37. Seeing that our son is healthy and looks forward to bettering his life.  
38. Food.  
39. Talking to other people.  
40. Being with my husband and mingle and socialize with people.  
41. Singing and meeting families.  
42. The play.  
43. The acting.  
44. Seeing so many God fearing people fellowshipping together.  
45. Singing and playing games.  
46. Sharing with other families.  
47. The games and the songs.  
48. Sing some songs with family.  
49. Sangs. 
50. Prayer.  
51. The arts and crafts.  
52. Music, bible study, craft for children.  
53. The praise worship and fellowship.  
54. Was the friendships.  
55. Having fun with family.  
56. Learning about programs.  
57. Doing things with my son and having fun. 
58. The singing and visiting.  
59. Seeing my friends happy with their family.  
60. Being with my wife.  
61. Music.  
62. Tarp games.  
63. Music and seeing my mom and aunt. 
64. The families came together. And we don’t feel forgotten. 
65. The sound of the instruments and rhythm showed the unity. 
66. Sharing, meal conversation. 
67. Meeting new people.  
68. Getting to see my mother.  
69. The love and unity with the families. 
70. When we were having fun. 
71. Eloy Silva.  



72. The play. 
73. With my husband.  
74. Visiting with my family  
75. My kids being able to spend quality time with their grandpa.  
76. Seeing my dad. 
77. It’s all a good time. 
78. It’s all good.  
79. To see my family and fun and games. 
80. The people, and cookies. 
81. Making necklaces with my lads and spending time with my wife.  

Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 

1. Helps bring families together.  
2. It helped me start getting involved with different outreach programs.  
3. Love and families are important.  
4. It helps the morale.  
5. Because it will help families become closer.  
6. It’s working!  
7. They make us happy and that we sang and we enjoy.  
8. Of the importance of family connection.  
9. It helps bring families together.  
10. Family members treasure this time together which helps inmates cope better and have a more positive 

experience.  
11. It gives inmates and families hope.  
12. It builds strong family relationships.  
13. It is good for all.  
14. It’s a very good organization for the inmates.  
15. Because we had a great time.  
16. It truly helps inmates and their time.  
17. They don’t know what they are missing till they come!  
18. It makes a difference in families lives, they can touch you and talk to each others who understand what 

they are going though.  
19. It really helps the families to come together and everyone can always obtain positiveness from it.  
20. Families and inmates need to support.  
21. It’s a great way to bring bring our families and loved ones to the Lord.  
22. Family, friends and in general inmates and volunteers to interact with each other. Build relationships 

with Lord, themselves or together as a family.  
23. Para que podamos convivir mas con las personas.  
24. It brings families together. 
25. Keeps us out of jail.  
26. It’s great to meet new people and interact with inmates on a new level.  
27. Team work.  
28. It’s a positive environment for the inmates and great time spend with their families.  
29. It gives the inmates and family a positive experience.  
30. Brings families closer.  
31. Interaction with my family and meeting new people.  
32. It is nice to be able to see your family and spend time with them under different situations.  
33. We need this kind of comfortable, spiritual visits with our loved ones. 



34. The Lord is important for family to stay together to pray together. Being away from my older brother 
is hard and only seeing him every weekend is hard. It keeps my family together.  

35. Because they do art and crafts and talk with each other.  
36. Social activities is the best medicine for the soul.  
37. It’s fun and better than a visit.  
38. I liked it.  
39. It joins all of us.  
40. This is a great opportunity for families to come together.  
41. It’s a great opportunity for reaching out to families learning about God. Also it’s great to know that 

despite having no family that someone else cares in God’s family.  
42. Brings families together.  
43. These are the things people deserve incarcerated or not. 
44. To encourage God’s people to continue to work for him.  
45. It helps families reunite with loved ones.  
46. I think it was good for the inmates and their families.  
47. I enjoy my uncle having my family together.  
48. To spend time with the prisoner and family.  
49. Family time.  
50. It helps families and inmates stay close.  
51. It brings families together.  
52. They help to see how the families can reunite.  
53. It keeps families of inmates close.  
54. It brings people together.  
55. It provides family unity.  
56. It strengthens families.  
57. To see their loved ones that they are in prison and see their family members.  
58. It’s a good learning experience.  
59. They are awesome.  
60. It’s a good program. 
61. Brings families together.  
62. We appreciate you organizing the event.  
63. Visit family and meet their friends.  
64. Because it’s nice to see your family and meet their friends.  
65. Nice to see family don’t forget loved one and they don’t feel forgotten.  
66. Families came together. 
67. It puts less tension and stress on inmates. It makes us feel normal.  
68. It helps to do things that had them feel normal again like a picnic. 
69. It’s a positive program for men and families who sometimes don’t have much positive in their life.  
70. I think it helps the guys know that people do care.  
71. It makes a difference. 
72. It is an asset for the bros & their families.  
73. We need this for our change for our lives.  
74. We need help finding the different support programs available.  
75. To help our kids not live like us.  
76. To spend time with their loved ones.  
77. It’s a great experience and an event that can’t be cancelled.  
78. It’s good for the inmates to have time with loved ones and feel the support everyone here brings. 
79. It’s basically the only time the guards allow us to see our family because they are busy playing ping 

pong all the time. 
80. It helps us spiritually. 



81. Because it’s a good thing 
82. It helps keeping families united. 

I appreciate the Guideposts Magazines, Prison Fellowship and Operation Starting 
Line collaborators’ gift and books, donated homemade cookies and pizza, and 
want to tell all the sponsors thanks and: 

1. continue the great work, God will bless you dearly.  
2. I really appreciate your service. I am blessed so much coming here.  
3. God bless.  
4. We can’t do it without you!  
5. Keep up the good work.  
6. May God bless them and keep them safe.  
7. Because to visit others who did wrong but helpful.  
8. I am grateful for your services.  
9. Could not be done without their support.  
10. Keep it coming.  
11. Come again!  
12. Appreciate your kind words and generosity.  
13. Thank you so much for everything!  
14. Keep them coming.  
15. To keep doing this great deed.  
16. Thank you. The food was delicious and the games were cool. 
17. I appreciate the work, effort and time from personal schedules to participate in Wings For LIFE.  
18. Que dios los bendiga.  
19. I enjoyed having this day very much thank you.  
20. Thank you for the experience.  
21. God bless.  
22. They are doing great things and helping change lives. 
23. Keep up the good work. 
24. Just thank you.  
25. Continue uniting people. 
26. Thank you very much for allowing my family to spend time and making us laugh and smile. Praising the 

Lord. Thank you for the prayers. God bless you.  
27. I liked their food like pizza and drink and cookies. 
28. May God continue the blessings.  
29. I truly appreciate everything.  
30. Thank you very much for this wonderful day! 
31. God bless. Please continue with these programs for inmates and families. They really help! 
32. Please continue this! God needs to be alive in prison, schools, everywhere.  
33. Thank you and God bless them.  
34. Thank you and good job.  
35. They did a good job. Thank you and may God bless you and your family.  
36. Come again. 
37. Appreciate it.  
38. God bless you for your time.  
39. God bless you for your work.  
40. We appreciate you for everything they do.  
41. They really made my day.  
42. Do it again.  



43. Never give up and continue to do God’s work.  
44. Bless you. It couldn’t happen without your support. 
45. It was very nice to see that they have family that cares. 
46. Thank you for having this special day.  
47. The sponsors need to be greatly thanked.  
48. I appreciate you guys. It’s you guys that are making it all possible to change.  
49. I had a good time.  
50. It’s a great experience and an event that can’t be cancelled.  
51. Good. Thank you.  
52. Wish them a blessing.  
53. I hope they keep doing what they do 

      
Miles Driven one way to prison: 7, 45, 40, 55, 75, 16, 120, 925, 20, 250, 90, 50, 300, 160, 
21, 50, 300+, 215, 200, a lot, 70, 202, 200+, 205, 15, 202, 30, 25, 35, 60  
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