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The 7th Wings Family Day at the Northeast Reintegration Center for Women in Cleveland, OH 
was held on July 15, 2018. There were 210 children, adult family members, inmates, and 
volunteers who were registered to attended the Family Day.  The volunteers came from Columbus, 
Elyria, Cleveland, and Albuquerque, NM.  

On Sunday we arrived at the prison and were quickly escorted into the visiting room by Chaplain 
Robin Breidinger. The volunteers, chaplain helpers, and family members did a great job of help-
ing set-up for the Family Day.  

As the families arrived, Ann led the group in mixers.  People got to know one another, found out 
favorite hobbies, and where people were from and discovered fun things to do in their 
hometowns.  Everyone enjoyed getting this chance to interact with one another and before the 
inmates arrived, all the families had already had a good time. 

Next the women arrived and we were ready to start the Family Day. Chaplain Breidinger opened 
the Wings Family Day in prayer. The inmate band members, children, and family members 
helped Ann lead the song, “Praise Ye the Lord”.  Each side stood up to sing and sat down when 
not singing.  Next “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand and Jesus is a Friend, He’s the Friend Next To You”, 
got everyone in the mood to have a great time and realize that this WAS fun and that everyone 
WAS going to have a great time.   

The inmate praise band invited the children to come up and do motions for “Lord I Lift Your Name 
on High” and “Jesus Loves Me”. 

The Bible story was Noah and the Ark. The room was transformed into an “Ark” as Ann led the Bi-
ble story of Noah and the Ark.  “Noah” (Chaplain Breidinger), “his family”, “the ark”, “the rain-
bow” and the “many assorted animals” were picked. Everyone else became the “wind” and the 
“rain”.  Noah built the ark, his family members and two kinds of all the animals on earth joined 
him, and yet as Noah looked out, he saw the slow turtles trying to get to the ark in time.  Every-
one called out to the turtles and finally they made it to the ark before the 40 days of rain and 
wind flooded the earth.  Finally, the rain stopped, Noah sent out the doves to look for new 
growth, and they returned with a green leaf in their beaks.  Those doves sure flew around and 
flapped their wings!!! God’s promise to Noah was fulfilled with the beautiful rainbow above the 
earth, and everyone was reminded that God will even wait for the slowest turtle to come to Him. 
It was a powerful interaction of a Bible story.   

Next the ladies went with their children to do crafts.  Volunteers were there to assist as needed, 
and everyone loved making cards and bookmarkers with stickers and markers, beautiful unique 
butterflies out of the “worthless” newspaper, and fun and tasty necklaces out of cheerios and 
pretzels.  It’s amazing how beautiful those necklaces were! 

Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that 
Wings For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and 
returning citizens.   



Dinner was pizza, cookies, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each table.   

Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  Since we were in the middle of 
summer, we had a summer theme.  The person whose birthday was closest to July 14 was chosen 
to be outfitted in a “new summer outfit”!  Each table of 10 people was given a bag of “junk” and 
soon we had models wearing “new hats, gloves, dresses, pants, etc.”   

The Family Day ended in a huge circle prayer around the room with everyone holding hands, 
bowing in prayer, and being reminded that Christ died for each and every one of us.  It was a 
special, uplifting day, where grateful hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   

The following comments came from those in attendance and their words describe how meaningful 
the Family Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated. 
 

I came to the Wings Family Day today because: 
1. I wanted to spend good quality time with my family. 

2.  I love God and wanted to spend this time with my family and God. 

3. I want to spend more time with my mom. 

4. Spend time with my daughter. 

5. To see my mother and bring her grandkids to see her and spend quality time with her.   

6. To have a relationship with my kids. (mom) 

7. I love my granddaughter.  She loves her children, this was a meaningful way to help encourage 

each other. 

8. I thought my family would be here and I thought it would be a great day with them. 

9. I wanted to support my sister. 

10. I wanted to spend time and support my daughter. 

11. So I can be with my mom. 

12. To see my wife. 

13. My family means the world to me. 

14. To be with my family. 

15. Supporting my granddaughter. 

16. My daughter informed me of the program. 

17. My wife. 

18. I love God. 

19. I wanted to spend time with my mom. 

20. To spend time with my mom and kid. 

21. To spend time with my family. 

22. To spend time with my mom and to praise the Lord. 

23. My daughter invited me and to praise the Word of God. 

24. To visit my daughter and to bring her daughter. 

25. I wanted to visit my mom. 

26. Time with daughter. 

27. We love our daughter and it was a chance to spend quality time. 

28. I jump at the opportunity to spend meaningful time with my family. 

29. I wanted to bring my grandchildren to spend the day with their mom. 

30. To see my daughter. 

31. I wanted to see what it was about and see my dad. 



32. I wanted to spend time with my father. 

33. To spend time with my daughter. 

34. I wanted to support an incarcerated family member. 

35. I wanted to spend the day with my daughter.  

36. To see my mom. 

37. To see my family. 

38. I brought my daughter’s son to visit.      

39. I want to share the Word of God with my family. 

40. I wanted to see my mom and have a good time. 

41. To become closer with my wife. 

42. I wanted my kids to have fun.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 

1. Seeing all 3 of my kids at the same time. 

2. Seeing my mom and feeling blessed. 

3. The games and eating together. 

4. Family together with children. 

5. My kids loved doing crafts with their grandma. 

6. Seeing my family, (mom). 

7. The praise and fellowship with my family. 

8. My prison family shared their loved ones with me, as family, when mine didn’t show. 

9. Getting more time for visiting. 

10. The time spent with my daughter and other families sharing experiences. 

11. To meet people and to be with my mom with freedom. 

12. Meeting other people and singing church songs. 

13. The day was amazing. 

14. All of it. 

15. Spending quality time with my granddaughter. 

16. Visiting with my daughter. 

17. The skit and music. 

18. Music. 

19. Following along with the song. 

20. Hanging out with my mom. 

21. Crafts with my kids and the play. 

22. The stories and the songs. 

23. To see wife with baby. 

24. Spending time with my son. 

25. To see my mom. 

26. Seeing people come from all around to hear the Word of God.  Where there is 3 I will 

be. 

27. Having everyone together. 

28. I liked the crafts and spending time with my mom. 

29. The whole time – hugging my child and meeting other inmate’s families. 



30. Seeing grandson play music and get involved and seeing our daughter smile. 

31. The crafts and play. 

32. Ann’s personal testimony and message of hope.  Freedom to communicate without 

shame. 

33. The crafts and the food. 

34. Seeing my daughter. 

35. Spending time with my dad. 

36. Family discussion. 

37. The ark. 

38. Prayer. 

39. Opportunity of “open” fellowship. 

40. Watching my daughter and her son do the different activities. 

41. Getting to spend time with my family. 

42. Spending time with my family. 

43. Seeing my family and spending time with them. 

44. The word of God present at this get-together. 

45. My daughter and husband participating in the Noah’s Ark play. 

46. Making cheerio necklaces with my mom. 

47. Singing and dressing up for play. 

48. The crafts. 

Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 

1. It teaches everyone good quality family time. 

2. It really brings families together and just fun having not worrying or stressing. 

3. It keeps the family together and helps the inmate to relax a little even if it’s only for 3 hours. 

4. Let’s children interact with mom.  Fun time. 

5. They did a great job. 

6. It brings families together and have God in our presence. 

7. It gives hope and encouragement to family that is visiting and hope to the offender. 

8. I think it’s a wonderful program and helps all people. 

9. It helps inmates know they have support. 

10. It supports family and everyone can learn and share, which helps inmates. 

11. I like having freedom with my mom during our visit. 

12. They get a visit where they don’t have to just sit in a chair the whole time. 

13. It gave a chance to be ourselves with our families. 

14. It brings family and others together. 

15. It helps the family members spend time with their incarcerated ones. 

16. It’s hard on the families to be separated. 

17. This is a great opportunity to praise God and fellowship. 

18. It was great. 

19. It’s a great family get together. 

20. It’s fun for everyone. 

21. So we can continue to have family time. 

22. It’s good for everyone. 

23. This was the first time I was able to hold my son. 



24. It’s amazing to have all the family and kids here to support the Lord and Wings. 

25. It’s wonderful and fun, you meet new people, and it makes your loved ones feel even more spe-

cial. 

26. It’s important for the children to see their mom this way. 

27. It’s nice to spend time with mom. 

28. It’s positive and encouraging. 

29. Positive reinforcement, builds Christ values. 

30. It is important and beneficial to both the inmates and their families. 

31. It was wonderful to be free to connect with other families who also have loved ones in prison.  

My daughter-in-law is here.  My son in OSP Youngstown.  How I wish this could be in the men’s 

prison too. 

32. It brings families together. 

33. It gives families; moms and kids, time together. 

34. Keeps families together. 

35. It allows families to fellowship together and meet new people. 

36. It keeps the families close. 

37. It is important to the families and its inmates. 

38. It’s a good experience for the families. 

39. It’s fun to spend time with family. 

40. It’s good for the families to spend time together. 

41. It is healthy for families to get together that are apart. 

42. It allows us to worship and fellowship with our families and allows God to move mountains and 

restore families. 

43. It’s a fun and exciting way to come together. 

44. It helps family come closer. 

45. It gives kids a fun time with their parents. 

I appreciate the Guideposts Magazines, 1687 Foundation gifts and books, donated 

cookies and pizza, and want to tell all the sponsors thanks and: 

1. God bless you and your amazing hearts for thinking of us and our families. 

2. It was really good. 

3. Keep this going. 

4. Thank you very much. 

5. May God bless you. 

6. I felt loved and welcome even though my family never showed. 

7. This time with family was greatly appreciated. 

8. I appreciate it very much, Real outside food was amazing. 

9. Thank you, we love you. 

10. We appreciate the family time. 

11. Job well done. 

12. We appreciate all you do/done! 

13. I appreciate them taking time out to have family time. 

14. Thanks. 

15. That they are amazing and they are truly a blessing. 

16. We totally appreciate what you do. 

17. That I appreciate that you do this and letting me visit my mom. 

18. God bless and keep up the awesome work. 

19. Keep up the support! 



20. God bless you. 

21. God will richly bless you all. 

22. I really appreciate your letting this happen. 

23. Keep it going. 

24. I enjoyed myself and it is appreciated. 

25. Keep up the good work. 

26. Keep on working hard. 

27. Thank you very much, it was a great time. 

28. Thank you for your support and love. 

29. I appreciate everything they did for us. 

30. Keep up the good work. 

31. Greatly appreciated it all. 

 

I drove ___ miles one way to come to the Family Day. 

5, 7, 8, 20, 15, 19, 25, 30, 32, 45, 50, 57, 58, 60, 70, 125, 147, 170 – flew in from Albuquerque, 

NM 

 


