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The 6th Wings Family Day at the Springer Women’s Correctional Facility was held on July 13, 2019, in 
Springer, NM. There were 23 inmates who were cleared to attend the Family Day, 74 family members, 13 
inmates who were in the choir, and there were 10 volunteers who were cleared to attend the Family Day.  
The volunteers came from 10 different congregations and were from Albuquerque. 
 
The staff at Springer were waiting for us and helped us quickly enter the prison.  The cars were driven 
around to the gym to be unloaded.  The volunteers did a great job of helping set up for the Family Day, 
including making ham sub sandwiches and PB&J sandwiches for everyone. Platters of homemade cookies 
were filled, and family members who arrived early were asked to help with the preparations too.  
 
Chaplain Bob Clevenger opened the Wings Family Day in prayer. Ann, some choir members, children, and 
volunteers helped lead the first two songs – “Praise Ye the Lord” and “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand”. Then the 
praise band/chorus led the music and the children and family members were given bells and percussion 
instruments to play. The liturgical dancers also danced and signed to a powerful song and we all were 
spell-bound by the beauty of the music and motions.  It was very meaningful and we all enjoyed the music 
and dancing so much.  
 
Next Chaplain Bob became Jesus.  All the inmates were disciples, and people in the audience were the 
“boat”, the “wind, rain, waves or the sail”. Jesus and the disciples got into the boat after a long day.  Jesus 
immediately went to sleep on the “cushion”.  Soon there was a huge storm that came up on the lake and 
the disciples were frightened.  They woke up Jesus, he stood up in the boat, and he yelled out to the wind 
and the waves, “BE STILL!”  The disciples looked at one another and said, “Who is this man who can calm 
the wind and the waves?” 
 
Chaplain Bob talked about the storms in our lives and it is Jesus who can calm those storms and be with us 
as we go through them. 
 
Next the ladies went with their children to do crafts.  Volunteers were there to assist as needed, and 
everyone loved making cards and bookmarkers with stickers and markers, beautiful unique butterflies out 
of the “worthless” newspaper, and fun and tasty necklaces out of cheerios and pretzels.  It’s amazing how 
beautiful those necklaces were! 
 
While the inmates had alone time with their children, Ann had time to share about the history of Wings, 
church programs available to families in Albuquerque, and the Thresholds Mentoring Program.  Chaplain 
Bob talked about the many faith-based programs that are available to the ladies, and Warden Vigil 
welcomed the families and shared about all the educational programs that are offered at Springer. It was 
a meaningful and special time for everyone. 
 
Soon the gym was turned into a large dining room.  Circles of 10 people enjoyed the homemade 
sandwiches, had plenty of delicious homemade cookies to eat, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at 
each circle.   
 
Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  A bag of recycled “junk” was used to decorate 
one person whose birthday was closest to July 13 from each dinner group in a new “Summer” outfit.  
Everyone participated in decorating their special “birthday boy or girl”, and soon the gym was filled with 

models in the most fashionable summer attire☺ Great fun was had by all. 
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The Family Day closed with everyone holding hands in a large circle around the gym.  The Chaplain asked 
everyone to bow in prayer and we were reminded that Christ was born and also died for each and every 
one of us. It was a special, uplifting party, where joyous hearts joined together for great fun and 
fellowship.   
 
Church flyers, Guideposts magazines, books and materials from, 1687 Foundation, and The Vivian 
Foundation were also distributed to everyone.  
 
Special thanks to all the cookie bakers!  Everyone loved the delicious homemade cookies! 
 
The following comments came from the participants and their words describe how meaningful the Family 
Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  
 

I came to the Family Day today because: 
1. I wanted to spend time with my family. 

2. I wanted to see my mom. 

3. To see and hug my sister for the first time in a long time.  

4. To see my daughter, mom, and dad. 

5. The family came. 

6. It is a great opportunity to have my 3-year-old visit his grandma. 

7. I wanted to see what a women’s prison looks like to visit.   

8. It was my regular day to visit.  

9. It changes lives seeing families happy.  

10. My daughter is here. 

11. I brought my niece to see her mom.  

12. See my family. 

13. To visit my mother.  

14. I like to see my nana. 

15. My granddaughter had not seen her mom since now. 

16. Visit with daughter. 

17. I had not seen my daughter since she had been incarcerated.  She asked me to come. 

18. Want to visit with my grandmother. 

19. My aunt is in here. 

20. I love Wings Family Days! 

21. It’s so much fun to see the interaction all day long between the inmates and their loved ones. 
 

The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 

1. Singing for everyone.  

2. My mom. 

3. Seeing my sister sing and hugging her. 

4. Seeing my daughter after 8 months. 

5. See my family. 

6. Seeing my mom hold my son for the 1st time in 7 months. 

7. Seeing moms connect with their kids. 

8. Visiting my daughter. 

9. Visiting with her. 

10. Lunch. 

11. Arts and crafts. 

12. My family. 

13. To see my mother and to hug her. 
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14. Seeing them spend time together. 

15. Positive impressions made and seeing my daughter. 

16. Seeing my mom. 

17. The visitors from Idaho, the family from Roswell, 4 children and sister. 

18. Being able to sit with and talk to my daughter. 

19. To take my granddaughter. 

20. Visiting my aunt. 

21. The interaction shared between all the families. 

22. The fun we all had together. 
 

Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 

1. Families need to talk to each other. 

2. It is an opportunity for families to spend quality time with their inmate/relative. 

3. Take my grandchildren to see their mom. 

4. I love to come. 

5. It was a great opportunity to spend time with our families.  

6. Inmates likes to see their family.  

7. It’s the only time I get to see my sister and it helps us both pass the prison time.  

8. It really helps inmates have something to look forward to. 

9. I get to see my family.  

10. It gives inmates a chance to feel somewhat normal. 

11. It definitely helps families survive this ordeal. 

12. The families can visit with other inmates and families.  

13. It makes visiting with the kids easier. 

14. Inmates need to see family.  

15. Gives families a chance to see each other. 

16. It gives us a chance to interact with our children, do activities. 

17. It gives family hope and faith! And makes someone’s day. 

18. Better suited for kids visits. 

19. They show both inmates and visitors there are people who care. 

20. So I can see my mom.  

21. It gives families a chance to truly have a fun, meaningful visit with their loved one. 

 

 

I appreciate 1687 Foundation books, Guidepost Magazines, cookie bakers, gifts and 

want to tell all the sponsors thanks and: 

1. Good stories. 

2. Keep doing it!  

3. Great enthusiasm.  

4. God Bless. 

5. It is appreciated.  

6. They are much appreciated. God Bless.  

7. God bless you. 

8. We are very grateful for all the books and magazines you give to us. 

9. Thanks for everything! 

10. We are thankful to each of you. 

11. Thanks for the delicious cookies.  They were such a treat! 

12. We are grateful for everything you do for us! 
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I drove ___ miles one way to come to the Family Day: 
 

160, 195, 200, 200+, 300, 320, 330, 350, 400, 1800, 4 hours 

 


