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The 5th Wings Family Day at the Northeast Reintegration Center for Women in Cleveland, OH 
was held on June 16, 2016. There were 50 children, 34 adult family members, 38 inmates, 11 
volunteers, and 10 Correctional staff who were registered to attend.  The volunteers came from 9 
congregations from Elyria, Cleveland, Columbus and Albuquerque, NM.  

On Thursday we arrived at the prison and were quickly escorted into the visiting room by Chap-
lain Robin Breidinger. All the volunteers did a great job of helping set-up for the Family Day. 
Once the women had finished eating in the dining room, the volunteers carried all the supplies into 
the dining room and we finished with the set up.  

Next the families started arriving and Ann led the group in mixers.  People got to know one 
another, found out favorite hobbies, and where people were from and discovered fun things to 
do in their hometowns.  Everyone enjoyed getting this chance to interact with one another and 
before the inmates arrived, all the families had already had a good time. 

Next the women arrived and we were ready to start the Family Day. Chaplain Robin opened the 
Wings Family Day in prayer. The inmate band members, children, and family members helped 
Ann lead the song, “Praise Ye the Lord”.  Each side stood up to sing and sat down when not 
singing.  Next “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand and Jesus is a Friend, He’s the Friend Next To You”, got 
everyone in the mood to have a great time and realize that this WAS fun and that everyone 
WAS going to have a great time.   

The inmate praise band invited the children to come up and do motions for “Lord I Lift Your Name 
on High” and then the praise band led everyone in singing some of their favorite songs. 

The Bible story was The Prodigal Son, as we were celebrating FATHER’S Day.  The father, the 
older son, and younger son were outfitted in lovely costumes.  “Wild women”, children as “pigs”, 
and “card dealers” were also dressed in costume.  The audience was divided with half supporting 
the younger son – “Hi Dad”, and the other half supported the older son – “What about me?”  
Everyone was part of the story and at the end, after the laughter and fun, Ann reflected about 
the story.  She minded us that our Father will always come running to us, and always welcome we 
home, no matter how far we have strayed. It was a very meaningful Bible drama.  

Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that 
Wings For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and 
returning citizens.   

Some of the volunteers shared about their ministries/programs, including Greg Dougherty, from 
the Embarke Foundation.  Greg ministers to inmates at the Warren Correctional Institution and he 
published a beautiful book about a turtle discovering the seven virtues.  At the end of the Family 
Day all the families were given copies of the book 

During this time the ladies were busy making Father’s Day cards with their children and 
grandchildren.  They also made cheerio/pretzel necklaces and butterflies out of newspaper and 



recycled paper. It’s always wonderful to see the beautiful crafts that everyone creates and makes 
for loved ones. 

Dinner was pizza, cookies, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each table.   

Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  Since we will soon be watching the 
Summer Olympics, it was only fitting that Wings hold its own “Summer Olympic Relay”.  Each 
table became its own “team”.  Soon people were “carrying the torch”, diving, broad jumping, 
synchronized swimming, hitting the volleyball back and forth, rowing in unison, and cheering “USA, 
USA, USA, USA!  The national anthem was sung by each team, and then an “Official Olympic 
Team Photo” was taken of each team, and gold medals were hung from each member’s neck.  
Great fun was had and laughter filled the gym. 

The Family Day ended in a huge circle prayer around the room with everyone holding hands, 
bowing in prayer, and being reminded that Christ died for each and every one of us.  It was a 
special, uplifting day, where grateful hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   

The following comments came from those in attendance and their words describe how meaningful 
the Family Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  

I came to the Wings Father’s Day Family Day today because: 
1. I wanted to take advantage of any extra time, so the kids can be with mom. 
2. To spend more time with my family. 
3. To see my mom. 
4. I’m in love with my girlfriend. 
5. To spend time with my son and dad. 
6. To support my sister and spend time with her. 
7. I wanted to see my mom. 
8. I was gratefully chosen 
9. I wanted to visit with my mom. 
10. I want to support Nichole and her children. 
11. To see my mommy. 
12. To spend time with my kids. 
13. To spend time with my sister. 
14. My mom. 
15. Was invited by my daughter in-law. 
16. See what Wings was about. 
17. I miss my mom. 
18. I wanted to see my mom. 
19. I wanted to be with my kids. 
20. I wanted to spend time with my family. 
21. To see my mom! 
22. I wanted/needed to see my sister. 
23. An awesome event for children and mothers. 
24. My grandmother brought me and I didn’t know I was coming. 
25. I wanted to spend time with my daughter. 
26. My mom invited me. 
27. I was invited. 
28. My granddaughter’s mother is here and I was invited to participate. 



29. I’m a volunteer. 
30. I wanted my daughter to see her mother. 
31. I wanted to visit my mother. 
32. I was invited for grandchildren to see their mom. 
33. So I can see my mom and have fun. 
34. My daughter invited me to bring her son so that we could share a family evening to-

gether. 
35. I was blessed to be chosen among all those who signed up. 
36. Music/video/audio tech for prison. 
37. This is a nice program for me and the inmates. 
38. I was given the great opportunity to see my family in a more comfortable setting. 
39. To have my daughter enjoy her children and enjoy some fun. 
40. My daughter invited me. 
41. To work it. 
42. I was able to spend quality time with my mom and kids playing games, crafts, and prais-

ing the Lord. 
43. I really wanted to see mommy. 
44. To have a great day in the hands of God and to have fun with friends and family. 
45. To eat pizza and visit with my mother. 
46. I wanted to bond with my family. 

The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 
1. Seeing my grandbabies faces when they saw their mom, but to my surprise listening to Mrs. 

Sweet’s life story was definitely a highlight.  
2. Seeing my family. 
3. Staying with my mom. 
4. Seeing my girlfriend and watching the pigs. 
5. The play. 
6. Seeing the smiling faces of the children. 
7. Eating, crafts, and discussion. 
8. Games and fun and to meet nice people and have love from other people. 
9. Crafts with mommy. 
10. Watching my kids have a great time. 
11. Arts and crafts. 
12. See families come together. 
13. Play and speakers. 
14. The little play. 
15. Doing crafts with my son. 
16. My grandbaby having a ball and meeting other families. 
17. Necklace making. 
18. Song and dance. 
19. Seeing my daughter and aunt, fellowship with them and others and singing together. 
20. The testimony of Wings and the relaxed atmosphere. 
21. Seeing my daughter get to interact with her children. 
22. Playing instruments and spending time with mom. 
23. Make a butterfly. 



24. Seeing the smiles on the inmates’ faces when they saw their children. 
25. Eating pizza, crafts, and discussion time. 
26. Watching my daughter have a good time with mom. 
27. My kids. 
28. I always love seeing the families coming together and I love the songs. Prodigal Son story. 
29. Dancing and singing. 
30. Observing the moms and children interacting during craft time. 
31. Seeing family. 
32. The food and being able to talk to my mom. 
33. Seeing the smiles on my girls’ face. 
34. Best day ever. 
35. When we did the crafts. 
36. Story about love of a son through the Father. (The Prodigal Son) 
37. Arts, crafts, and dinner. 
38. The story and crafts. 
39. Hugging my mom. 
40. Making the necklaces. 
41. Having time with the kids. 
42. Very good time with my mom. 
43. Family together. 
44. Being with her and her daughter. 
45. Activities. 
46. Singing, the music, play, crafts. 
47. Spend time together and meeting new people. 
48. Spending quality time. 
49. Making stuff with my mom. 
50. Music and story.  Fellowship with other. 
51. Getting to see my mom and doing all the fun things. 
52. When we talked while we ate. 
53. Getting to talk and eat together. 

Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 
1. It’s healthy for the family and encourages a bond with the families. 
2. It is a great thing to do with your family. 
3. The bonding and sharing the message of God is important. 
4. It will be fun for families to do the activities during Wings Family Days. 
5. It’s great for the children and moms. 
6. Other people can see their family. 
7. I get to spend time with my mom. 
8. Helping bring families together. 
9. To bring families together. 
10. It’s a happily planned family event that is exciting and you get to meet other people. 
11. Quality time with kids. 
12. Because I like spending time with my mom. 
13. Brings families closer. 
14. It brings families closer and gives us all a place to fit in and feel comfortable and loved. 



15. It helps build better relationships with your loved ones. 
16. Because it’s fun. 
17. Because it’s inspiring. 
18. It brings family together in the name of the Lord. 
19. It’s important for families to spend time together. 
20. It lets me see my mom. 
21. Yes, because they come with love. 
22. It gives us girls something to look forward to. 
23. Yes, for family get-togethers. 
24. Yes, it’s a great thing. 
25. Everyone will benefit from this including correction officials. 
26. It was so much fun and informative. 
27. The bonding with children is irreplaceable. 
28. The inmates need this for themselves and their family. 
29. It’s a great bonding time for moms and kids. 
30. The bonding experience with mom and children. 
31. It really helped my family feel more comfortable knowing that the church was holding the 

event. 
32. They allow the ladies to spend quality time with their children. 
33. To help the re-bonding of mother and daughter. 
34. It is a positive event. 
35. It’s nice for the family and other inmates. 
36. It’s fun for moms and kids. 
37. Yes, good for family. 
38. It is another way for the inmates to visit with their families. 
39. It is fun for the mothers and children. 
40. Some people don’t get to see their family otherwise. 
41. It’s good for families to fellowship and share the love of Christ with each other. 
42. Good interaction with the kids. 
43. The inmates need positive interactions. 
44. Everyone is a child of God and deserves to be treated with love and respect. 
45. It gets family connected. 
46. To spend time with our loved ones. 
47. They are fun and we need people to help us. 
48. A blessing to family and friends. 
49. It’s uplifting and positive. 
50. It is fun. 
51. It’s fun and to visit loved ones. 
52. They could teach them new things. 
53. I get to spend well needed time with my kids. 
54. It gives one-on-one family time. 

 



I appreciate Prison Fellowship and Operation Starting Line collaborators’ gifts 
and books, 1687 Foundation, Guideposts Magazine, donated pizza, and want to 
tell all the sponsors thanks and: 

1. Thank you. 
2. Please come again and thank you. It made my day. 
3. This was very appreciated, thank you. 
4. It is so fun. 
5. You are very much appreciated and I’m so glad I was picked.  I enjoyed the whole thing. 
6. God bless you. 
7. You guys and gals are awesome. 
8. Thanks for letting me see my mom. 
9. Thank you so much! God bless. 
10. Everything was very good. 
11. Thank you for supporting the inmates and families. 
12. Thank you so much for allowing me this time with my family. 
13. Thanks. God bless you all. 
14. I had a great time. 
15. May God bless you and continue to spread the word of God. 
16. God bless you all.  You have made a real impact on my life. 
17. God is love. 
18. Thanks.  This was a beautiful service for the families. 
19. You not only lit up my day, but also my families and helped us create happy memories.  

Thank you. 
20. God bless you and we had a good time. 
21. To thank them for all they do for moms and children. 
22. Thankful I got to see my mommy. 
23. Thank you so very much. 
24. I had a great time.  Thanks. 
25. I am very grateful. 
26. This was truly a great experience for all of us.  The kids liked acting in the performances.  

I left with a feeling of not being alone!! So thanks for allowing these girls to feel like 
they’re part of the community.  Church always has a way of feeling like home.  The pro-
gram was great.  The kids had fun, the stories were eye-opening and hopeful.  Thank you! 

27. God bless and keep you all safe and bless this program. 
28. Peace and blessings to you. 
29. Thanks a lot, we appreciate it. 
30. Thank you so much. 
31. Me and my mom had a great time and it’s all because of you guys. 
32. This has been a special day for me and my family during a difficult time.  We are very 

thankful for this opportunity. 
33. Thank you for everything. 
34. Thank you for allowing this time with my sister and her kids. 
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