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The 14th Wings Family day was held on May 12, 2018 at Guadalupe County Correctional 
Facility. There were 309 inmates and family members, 18 volunteers, and 6 Correction staff who 
were registered to attend. 

The Family Day was held in the meeting room. Wings volunteers, inmate helpers, and the prison 
staff helped get everything ready for the Family Day. Inmates and their families could warmly 
greet each other, talk and sit together, so it was not an ordinary prison visit.  

Chaplain Zenaida Bridges opened the Wings Family Day in prayer. The music band consisting of 
inmate volunteers made a joyful start to a wonderful event. All the participants were given 
musical shakers to accompany their singing. Family members, some inmates, and volunteers helped 
Ann lead the song, “Praise Ye the Lord”. Each side stood up to sing and sat down when not 
singing. Next everybody sang, “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand” and “Jesus is a Friend, He’s the Friend 
Next to You”. All the people started moving around the room shaking hands, and tapping each 
other’s shoulders while singing.  

The Bible story was The Prodigal Son. The “father”, (Paul Collins), the “older son”, and “younger 
son” were outfitted in nice “costumes”. “Dancing women”, children as “pigs”, their parent’s as “pig 
herders” and “card dealers” were also dressed in costumes. The audience was divided with half 
supporting the younger son – “Hi Dad!”, and the other half supported the older son – “What 
about me?” Everyone was part of the story and at the end, after the laughter and fun, Paul 
Collins, former Santa Fe and Los Lunas prison chaplain, reflected about the story. He shared his 
personal experience being very defiant and rebellious, and getting into trouble but then our 
Father came to his rescue and Paul found peace and  meaning in life. Paul concluded his story 
saying that our Father will always come running to us, and always welcome us home, no matter 
how far we have strayed. 

Ann Edenfield Sweet tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created. She 
shared that Wings For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of 
prisoners and returning citizens. Other volunteers shared about other ministry opportunities Lastly, 
the Chaplain spoke about all the various programs the prison offered to inmates.  

During this time the inmate fathers were outside making crafts with their children. They made 
Mother’s day cards, bookmarkers, cheerio/pretzel necklaces, and butterflies out of newspaper 
and recycled paper. They had some precious time together, enjoyed creating gifts for the loved 
ones, and had so much fun in the sun. 

Dinner was tasty ham and cheese, peanut butter and jelly sandwiches, cookies, chips and Crystal 
Light Lemonade. Wings volunteers worked hard to make sure all the guests had enough food on 
their tables and made those sandwiches from scratch. Lively discussion was held at each table. 

Then it was time for a favorite part of each Wings Family Day. We were celebrating an early 
Mother’s Day, so one mom from each table was chosen to be decorated in a new “Mother’s Day 
Outfit”. Families needed to be creative in using paper plates, colorful paper tissue, newspaper, 
and paper bags designing their moms’ outstanding outfits. Everyone laughed, helped decorate 



mom, and then a fashion parade on the newest and most fashionable outfits for Mother’s Day 
were on display. Everyone had a blast! 

The Family Day concluded with a final prayer. Everyone made two large circles around the room, 
holding hands, bowing in prayer, and being reminded that Christ died for each and every one of 
us. It was a special day filled with joy and happiness, where grateful hearts joined together for 
great fun and fellowship.  

The following comments came from those in attendance and their words describe how meaningful 
the Family Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  

I came to the Father’s Day Family Day today because: 

1. I wanted to spend time with my grandpa and spend time with my family. 

2. To visit my father. 

3. My husband wanted all of us together. 

4. Our son invited us and we were honored to be here. 

5. My family is here. 

6. I’m an inmate. 

7. To spend time with my step-son. 

8. For my son. 

9. To be with my son and enjoy a semi “normal” lunch, music, and laughter. 

10. I wanted to learn more and enjoy time with family. 

11. My son invited us and wanted to support a Christian event. 

12. To have fun with my family. 

13. To spend time with my son. 

14. See my family. 

15. To spend time with family. 

16. So I can spend time with my dad. 

17. See my dad. 

18. To spend time with my husband and family. 

The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 

1. Seeing my grandpa happy. 

2. Seeing my family smile and laugh and enjoy each other’s company. 

3. Being able to hold my husband without fear. 

4. Music, table discussion – I LOVED the table discussion – Ann was wonderful. 

5. To take pictures with my family. 

6. Seeing my family and dad. 

7. Spending time all together. 

8. Spending time with my son. 

9. Laughing and relaxing with all of our family. 

10. Giving testimony. 

11. The worship time was uplifting.  I enjoyed the meal and relaxed atmosphere. 

12. Spending time with family. 

13. Seeing my son. 

14. The singing. 



15. Was to see ma and dad and my friend. 

16. To see my family. 

17. When I was doing crafts. 

18. See my dad. 

19. Laughing, seeing my grandkids smile. 

20. When my husband and kids went outside. 

Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 

1. We get to spend time with my father. 

2. Brings the family together in a comfortable setting. 

3. Of the food and of course spending time with my grandpa. 

4. It’s a fun way to spend time with our son and meet other families. 

5. It allows us to see our families together. 

6. It shows they care about us. 

7. It means a lot to inmate and family. 

8. It shows they care about the inmates and family. 

9. It’s the most normal visit of the year. 

10. It is informational, informational for kids as well as educational. 

11. It provides some worship time with our family members who are residents. 

12. It is informational for all of us. 

13. Brings people together with others in same circumstances. 

14. It’s good for the family. 

15. I get to spend time with dad. 

16. We like to have fun and spend time together. 

 

I appreciate Prison Fellowship, 1687 Foundation Books, the Guideposts Maga-

zines, Operation Starting Line collaborators’ gifts and books, donated home-

made cookies, and want to tell all the sponsors thanks and: 

1. God bless you. 

2. That their efforts will continue to bear fruit, God bless. 

3. Please continue to do this. 

4. Thank you for all you donate. 

5. Thanks for all they donate. 

6. We really did appreciate you and your time and God bless always. 

7. I appreciate all the love and care expressed by all. 

8. Come again!  God bless for everything!! 

9. Can’t wait to do this again.  Thank you. 

 

I drove ___ miles one way to come to the Family Day: 
111, 116, 156, 175, 184, 203, 350 


