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The 10th Wings Family Day at the Springer Correctional Facility in Springer, NM was held on 
April 16, 2016. There were 194 visitors, 63 inmates, 9 volunteers, and 9 Correctional staff who 
were registered to attend.  The volunteers came from 8 congregations and came from Springer 
and Albuquerque.  

The staff at Springer are so helpful.  The Wings volunteers were welcomed into the prison, the 
cars were driven around to the gym to be unloaded, and then the men who were part of the 
inmate band helped unload the vehicles and also helped prepare the food. 

The volunteers and the men did a great job of helping set-up for the party, including making 
turkey and ham sub sandwiches and PB&J sandwiches for 300 people. Platters of homemade 
cookies were filled, and family members who arrived early helped prepare the bags of cheerios 
and curling ribbon to make necklaces.  

Wings Founder Ann Edenfield Sweet shared a PowerPoint presentation about the 40 
Developmental Assets and inmates and family members were educated together.   

Chaplain Bob Clevenger opened the Wings Family Day in prayer. 

The inmate band members, children, and family members helped Ann lead the song, “Praise Ye 
the Lord”.  Each side stood up to sing and sat down when not singing.  Next “Shake a Neighbor’s 
Hand and Jesus is a Friend, He’s the Friend Next To You”, got everyone in the mood to have a 
great time and realize that this WAS fun and that everyone WAS going to have a great time.   

The inmate praise band invited the children to come up and do motions for “Lord I Lift Your Name 
on High” and in later songs the children and family members played percussion instruments and 
sang along with the praise band on some of their favorite songs. 

The Bible story was The Prodigal Son.  The father, Chaplain Bob Clevenger, the older son, and 
younger son were outfitted in lovely costumes.  “Wild women”, children as “pigs”, and “card 
dealers” were also dressed in costume.  The audience was divided with half supporting the 
younger son – “Hi Dad”, and the other half supported the older son – “What about me?????”  
Everyone was part of the story and at the end, after the laughter and fun, Chaplain Clevenger 
reflected about the story.  He minded us that our Father will always come running to us, and 
always welcome we home, no matter how far we have strayed. It was a very meaningful Bible 
drama.  

Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that 
Wings For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and 
returning citizens.   

Warden John Sanchez welcomed the families and gave some encouraging words about ways 
family members could help their loved ones, and he also shared about some of the programs that 
are available at the prison. Chaplain Clevenger also shared about all the programs he offers 



and encouraged the family members to get involved in programs on the outside and to 
encourage their loved ones to get involved in the programs on the inside. 

During this time the men were busy making cards with their children and grandchildren.  They also 
made cheerio/pretzel necklaces and butterflies out of newspaper and recycled paper. It’s always 
wonderful to see the beautiful crafts that everyone creates and makes for loved ones. 

Dinner was the PB&J, cheese, and sub sandwiches, homemade cookies, and punch.  Lively 
discussion was held at each table.   

Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived and each person was given a spoon 
and the “Spoon Hanging Competition” began.  It’s amazing to see how many people can hang a 
spoon on their nose, and after twirls, spins, bends, waves and movement of all kind, the winner 
ran the fastest with the spoon on his nose!  Certificates were given out to the child, teen and adult 
winners. The pictures depict the fun, laughter, and joy everyone experienced. 

The Family Day ended in a huge circle prayer around the gym with everyone holding hands, 
bowing in prayer, and being reminded that Christ died for each and every one of us.  It was a 
special, uplifting day, where grateful hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   

The following comments came from the participants and their words describe how meaningful the 
Family Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  

I came to the Wings Family Day today because: 
1. To see my husband. 
2. To see my brother. 
3. To see my Dad. 
4. To see my son. 
5. I’m a volunteer/bandmate. 
6. For my best friend. 
7. My nephew is in prison. 
8. My boyfriend. 
9. To unite and be with family. 
10. I value the relationship my children have with their father and hope to continue nurturing it now 

and when he is released. 
11. My son Michael invited us to come. 
12. I wanted to meet a new friend, a mother’s son, hoping to give a positive influence. 
13. I wanted to see my husband and rekindle our lives together. 
14. My son invited me to come to a meaningful event where he and I could be together in a positive 

environment. 
15. To visit my brother and share this experience. 
16. I wanted to see my Dad. 
17. Family Day. 
18. To support my son while he’s incarcerated. 
19. I want to spend time with my family and I met Ann in 2006. She is a very special lady. 
20. I miss my son. 
21. To see my Dad. 
22. Family. 
23. I came today to see my father. 
24. I came to have a good time. 



25. I wanted to see my son. 
26. My son invited me to come and see this program, which I loved and will share. 
27. My son asked if we wanted to come to this gathering. 
28. To join Wings Family Day. 
29. To see my Tio and have a good time. 
30. I wanted to support my loved one. 
31. We miss them and this is the first time that there was a special day to see them. 
32. We care. 
33. Show support to loved ones. 
34. To spend time with my family. 
35. I wanted to be united with my family. 
36. I have a need to be with my family. They give me the strength to go on and to be a better person. 
37. Yo bine a le fiesta para ccompartin con mi hijo y la familia. 
38. Por que queria convivir commihijo. 
39. To enjoy the presence of my family and friends. 

 

The highlights of the Wings Family Day for me were: 

1. To see my husband. 
2. Fellowship. 
3. Crafting. 
4. To see my son. 
5. Food. 
6. We got to dress up. 
7. Seeing him interact with his daughter. 
8. Getting to see smiles on everyone’s faces. 
9. Getting to see my boyfriend. 
10. Watching the family (and kids especially) smile. 
11. Seeing the smiles on their faces while spending time together. 
12. The kindness and love that was shared with my daughter. Thank you so much. I even ate prison 

made sandwiches. 
13. Conversation with the people who attended. 
14. When I see his smile. 
15. The talk by the Warden. 
16. The demonstration of cups of “support.” 
17. The whole Day! 
18. Seeing my Dad. 
19. Seeing others going through what I am. 
20. Prayers. 
21. Kid activities were great. 
22. Was to spend time with my mother and daughter. 
23. The play. 
24. The lunch. 
25. Making tasty hecies with my Dad. 
26. To see my son and spend time with him. 
27. Eating. 
28. When I got to see my Dad and do so many activities with him. 



29. Being together with my family. 
30. Seeing my brother. 
31. Being able to be free with friends and family. 
32. Being here for my son. 
33. Enjoyed the company. 
34. The food. 
35. The crafts. 
36. Getting to make crafts with my Tio. 
37. Liked the cups. 
38. Had fun time. 
39. Played games. 
40. Bible story. 
41. Seeing my family smile. 
42. Interacting with my family. 
43. Convivir con los internos y familiers. 
44. Poder abrazar y dicer le a mi higo lo tanto que lo quiero y darle animo. 
45. To visit with my father in such a fun way. 

 

The Prison Officials should continue to allow Wings Family days in 
prisons because: 
1. So that we can spend more time with our loved ones. 
2. To give the person that’s in prison to spend time with the loved ones. 
3. Families can spend time together in a special way. 
4. It gives the person who’s incarcerated time to spend with their loved ones. 
5. It’s uplifting. 
6. Impacts families in a great way. 
7. Bringing friends and families together in a more personal manner. 
8. Having a good relationship with family shows inmates the reasons to good and come home. 
9. They help inmates cope with life better and reminds them that loved ones still care/think of them. 
10. Chances are that it hits inmates and helps inmates to want to continue to do good. 
11. It strengthens the bonds with our loved ones. 
12. It gives us a chance to communicate with our loved ones, but also with other families that are in the 

same situation. 
13. I enjoyed the fellowship of the Chaplain. 
14. It will build a more positive attitude for inmates to prepare for a good future out in the real world. 
15. I get to have fun and hang out with my husband. 
16. It reinforces the kinds of skills needed to be a human being and a contributor to society. 
17. It is great for inmates to visit their families and for the families to positively influence their loved 

ones. 
18. It is a lot of fun. 
19. It brings all families together. 
20. It’s important for family bonding time. 
21. It helps keep our family relationship with our family close. 
22. Everyone is included. 



23. This shows people are willing to try to make a difference. Not to just incarcerate but to rehabilitate 
and show, with support, we can make a difference. 

24. So families can see their family members/friends while they are in prison. 
25. To see the joy it brings to families. 
26. They encourage inmates to stay positive. 
27. I get to see my brother a longer time. 
28. I really think that it will help all inmates. 
29. It is good moral support for the inmates. 
30. Good for the families. 
31. It gets families together. 
32. Making new friends. 
33. Helps build structure and have them be ready to go out in society. 
34. Positive feedback. 
35. It helps you feel united with your family and, even though they’re in prison, you can feel good. 
36. It helps us feel our support and love. 
37. Por que asi los damos animo y amor para que sepo que lo querimos y los estamos esperando. 
38. Pare feneficio de los hijos de Internos y familiers.  

 

I appreciate the Guideposts Magazines, Operation Starting Line 
Collaborator books and materials, delicious donated food, homemade 
cookies, and want to tell all the sponsors thanks and: 
1. Thanks for everything. 
2. For everything. 
3. We appreciate everything. 
4. You’re welcome. 
5. Continue the amazing work. 
6. They are greatly appreciated. 
7. Songs. 
8. I appreciate this opportunity. 
9. How much I appreciate all of you making this possible. 
10. Let’s do it again soon! 
11. Thank you very much. 
12. Appreciate everything you do for us.  
13. Thank you for making this visit great. 
14. I will continue to pray that Wings will grow. 
15. Great job! 
16. Keep up the good work. 
17. Want the Wings people to come because I enjoy seeing my Tio. 
18. Yes, it’s educational. 
19. To not stop with the program.  
20. We appreciate your help and love. 
21. Queno dejen de Aser esto.  
22. Gracias por todo. 

  



How many miles did you drive one way to attend this Family Day? 

100 miles, 142 miles, Albuquerque, 155 miles, 180 miles, 200+ miles, 2½ hours, 300 miles,  
4 hours, 450 miles, 500 miles, 600 miles, 750 miles 
 

Additional comments. 

1. Thank you! 
2. Negative Reaction: Not enough personal time with my son. 
3. My special thanks to the Wings Ministry. 
4. I am just wondering when the photos from Saturday the 16th will be posted - anxious to see. Had a 

great time on Saturday! Your program is amazing!  
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