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The 2nd Wings Family Day was held on April 14, 2018 at Otero County. There were 310 inmates 
and family members, plus 10 inmate volunteers, 12 volunteers, and 25 Correctional staff who 
were registered to attend.   

Ann Edenfield Sweet and five Wings volunteers provided an orientation and training for the men 
on Friday.  The men were prepared to be “team members” for the Family Day, were told why 
and how Wings started, and then taught how to help.   

Wings has also started teaching the men about Search Institute’s 40 Developmental Assets©. Some 
of the men were given 40 cups.  Other groups were given different amounts of cups, but none 
more than 20.  Then the men were given 90 seconds to build the strongest pyramid they could 
with the cups that could stand by themselves. 

Once the 90 seconds was up, Ann talked about “winds of life” that an individual may encounter.  
The men shared loss of job, new job, new relationship, divorce, sickness, car accident, death in the 
family, and incarceration.  Then Ann and team members pretended to be the “winds of life” and 
were given one blow to blow over each pyramid.  The one with 40 cups had stability and a good 
foundation, and most of the cups were left standing. 

People need more than 30 Assets© to cut at-risk behaviors.  Discussion was held and the men 
seemed to really understand that if they wanted to help themselves and their children from going 
to prison, that building and strengthening the “Assets” could help their families.  

The Family Day was held outside under one huge tent due to the high number in attendance. 
When the inmates and family members arrived, they were led in mixers.  People got to talk to 
one another, and then we all played with tarps and balloons, and the children ended up popping 
the balloons in a “Balloon Stomp”.  Everyone enjoyed getting this chance to interact with one 
another and play together. 

Chaplain Rita Bacon opened the Wings Family Day in prayer. Family members, some inmates, 
and volunteers helped Ann lead the song, “Praise Ye the Lord”.  Each side stood up to sing and 
sat down when not singing.  Next everyone sang, “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand and Jesus is a 
Friend, He’s the Friend Next to You.”   

Then Chaplain Bacon led the inmate band and they sang some of their favorite songs.  They were 
fantastic. The music was so much fun and everyone joined in with singing, musical percussion 
instruments, and clapping. 

The Bible story was The Prodigal Son.  The father, (Chaplain Bacon), the older son, and younger 
son were outfitted in lovely costumes.  “Dancing women”, children as “pigs”, and “card dealers” 
were also dressed in costume.  The audience was divided with half supporting the younger son – 
“Hi Dad!”, and the other half supported the older son – “What about me?”  Everyone was part of 
the story and at the end, after the laughter and fun, the Ann reflected about the story.  She 
reminded us that our FATHER will always come running to us, and always welcome us home, no 
matter how far we have strayed.  



Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that 
Wings For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and 
returning citizens.   

It was a very meaningful Bible drama that everyone kept talking about later too.  

Warden Martinez greeted everyone and shared how corrections wants to help inmates while in 
prison so they can ultimately go home and be with their families. Chaplain Rita explained about 
the numerous religious programs to at least 28 different religions within the prison that take place 
on a weekly basis.  

During this time the men were busy making crafts with their children.  They made cards, 
bookmarkers, cheerio/pretzel necklaces, and butterflies out of newspaper and recycled paper. 
It’s always wonderful to see the beautiful crafts that everyone creates and makes for loved ones. 

Dinner was pizza, delicious homemade cookies, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each 
table.   

Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  Because half the group was in the 
shade under the tent, and half the group was sitting in the sun to be a little warmer, everyone 
played a “Get to Know You BINGO Game”.  Everyone around the table puts their name in a spot 
on the BINGO card.  Various questions were asked and if someone could respond to that question 
and X was put in that spot on the BINGO card.  A full BINGO card was played and it was fun for 
everyone to get to know one another.  

The Family Day ended in a large circle under the tent with everyone holding hands, bowing in 
prayer, and being reminded that Christ died for each and every one of us.  It was a special, 
uplifting day, where grateful hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   

The following comments came from those in attendance and their words describe how meaningful 
the Family Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  

One inmate on Friday told the Wings volunteers that he hadn’t seen his sister in 40 years since he 
had been in prison and she was coming for her first visit ever and bringing her 21 year-old 
granddaughter that had never met the inmate.  Another inmate was so excited because he was 
going to celebrate on Saturday his 21st wedding anniversary with his wife and children.   

It’s so wonderful when families come long distances, come for first visits, can celebrate special 
occasions together, and get to enjoy the Family Day together. 

I came to the Wings Family Day today because: 

1. To see and show support for my son. 

2. I wanted to see my family member. 

3. Bring our children to visit. 

4. I wanted to share some family time in a Godly and fun setting. 

5. See my dad. 

6. I came as a volunteer. 

7. I wanted to see my family. 

8. I wanted to see my kids and wife. 

9. I wanted to see my husband. 

10. I miss my dad. 



11. To see my dad. 

12. I wanted to spend time with my family. 

13. My son is here and we love and miss him.  Brings my family together. 

14. To visit my brother and be with friends and family. 

15. Because I came to do crafts with my daddy.  I love my daddy. 

16. My son is here. 

17. To spend the day with my mother and enjoy the joy people spread and to meet new people. 

18. My brother invited me because he said it was a “special” visit and I was very proud of him and 

excited to do something different and for all of us to be together to visit. 

19. To spend time with my brother and support him to these events because I love my brother.  To 

show him we are here for him (If not all) but I am and my mom. 

20. I wanted to see the men who were in the LIFT Program with their families. 

21. To be with family. 

22. My son is incarcerated here in OCPF. 

23. It seemed very fun. 

24. It gives me an opportunity to visit my brother in a different way.  Being outside with him is 

great. 

25. Volunteer for Wings. 

26. I wanted to recreate with my brother and other people. 

27. To spend time with my father and have an experience that will be memorable and not just a sit 

down table visit.  Have a visit with a sense of normalcy; eating, activities, spend time together. 

28. I was invited. 

29. To have an experience with my son. 

30. Casual—non-prison like setting.  Friendly and welcoming atmosphere. 

31. A chance to be with family in a more natural setting. 

32. To spend time with my family. 

33. I really wanted to see my dad really bad. 

34. We came here last year – this year we are happy to see the Wings family again. 

35. Needed to spend time with my son. 

36. I like the outside with my son; a lot cooler and a lot of fresh air rather than being inside. 

37. We were invited to come.  Very grateful. 

38. I wanted to spend time with our son. 

39. So my daughter could see her dad. 

40. I wanted to enjoy time with my son. 

41. I wanted to be with my son. 

42. Get a closer relationship with my mother. 

43. To hug my son. 

44. My mom. 

45. God. 

46. I wanted to see my son. 

47. To visit my son and fellowship. 

48. My brother. 

49. To spend time with my dad for the first time in a long time. 

50. To be with my father. 

51. We no longer have trailer visits. 



52. To hear the Word of God and see my loving father. 

53. To see my family; mom and dad. 

54. To have an opportunity to have a family visit with my son. 

55. Want to know how they do.  It was fun. 

56. My father. 

57. To see my son.  

58. See my family. 

59. To spend time with my family and to actually have a nice visit other than a regular state prison 

visit.  Good event to have for inmates and family. 

60. I wanted to see my family and visit with them like we used to. 

61. Be with my son in a church environment. 

62. My son wanted to share a family day with us in Christian fellowship. 

63. I wanted to share a faith-based program with my family. 

64. My son invited me. 

65. I wanted to visit with my son and see everybody happy. 

66. I love spending time with my husband and sons together. 

67. Regular visits were cancelled. 

68. So I could be with my dad. 

69. Because if I didn’t come I wouldn’t get to see him today. 

70. I enjoy my family and so on. 

71. I wanted to visit my brother-in-law and I enjoyed my family being here. 

72. Because of my brother and the experience of my family because it was the first time they came 

to visit. 

73. To see my brother and experience greater freedom without refrain, and to join more members 

together in a visit.    

74. I wanted to spend time with my fiancé and father of my 2 children. 

75. To sing for our mighty God and share a light in the hearts of my fellow brothers and their fami-

lies.  Thank you. 

76. I was with the choir. 

77. Volunteer. 

78. To spend time with my father. 

79. To spend the time with my dad! 

80. I want to have a special time with my son and friends. 

81. To be with my son. 

82. I came to the Wings Family Day to see my mom and dad and have a good time.  

83. To see my son and that he is doing good, I’m proud. 

84. So I can enjoy a day with my wife and son. 

85. I am in the OCPF Family Worship Team.  

86. I played music. 

87. I enjoyed it. 

88. I helped set up. 

89. I am on the OCPF Praise Team.  

90. To spend time with my son and meet new people. 

91. So I could spend time with my dad. 

92. To spend the day with my husband. 



93. I enjoy being with my family and the music. 

94. I really wanted to attend church with my family.                                                                                                                                                

The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 

1. The worship service, the visitation with so many. 

2. Lunch. 

3. The entire party was great. 

4. Spending time doing things (crafts) and hearing God’s Word. 

5. Seeing the family enjoy each other. 

6. My family. 

7. Spending time with my wife and kids. 

8. Doing activities with my dad. 

9. Being able to do things with the kids. 

10. The story. 

11. Group activities. 

12. When we did all the crafts. 

13. Seeing the CO females and eating. 

14. Singing. 

15. Seeing and spending time with my son. 

16. To see everyone spend time and have fun with their family. 

17. Seeing everyone participate and smile and laugh – like nothing is wrong. 

18. Family and to see everyone like family, some don’t even get involved with a member in-

mate because some seem to be ashamed of them but not you. 

19. The play, the singing, and the arts and crafts. 

20. Everything. 

21. Singing and worshiping. 

22. The kid activities. 

23. The play and spending time outside. 

24. Sitting and sharing with two families about the family bond. 

25. Sitting in the sun. 

26. Sitting down to have a meal and exchange stories with other inmates and their families. 

27. The gospel music performances. 

28. Seeing my son of course!! 

29. Prayer, singing, games, food, visiting and meeting new people. 

30. Storytelling. 

31. Watching my granddaughter doing arts and crafts. 

32. Seeing my dad, the songs, and the games were fun. 

33. To see our son and we had fun too. 

34. The play and the story of why Wings came about. 

35. To see all the family with their loved ones and enjoy each other. A lot of family drive 6 

to 8 hours to visit. 

36. Seeing my son. 

37. Making the paper butterfly. 



38. Seeing our son and our granddaughter (his) daughter, interact. 

39. Craft time. 

40. Crafts. 

41. Singing and sitting by my son. 

42. All the beautiful singing and to see my son. 

43. Spending time with my mom and other families. 

44. My son’s smile and laugh! Visiting with other family members and inmates. 

45. Spending time with my mom. 

46. Music. 

47. Seeing my son and listening to gospel. 

48. Worship. 

49. Fellowship and encouragement. 

50. Meeting new people and visiting with my brother. 

51. Spending time with my dad, playing games, eating pizza. 

52. To see my dad. 

53. Spending more time with my son. 

54. Worship, music, seeing my family. 

55. Praising with God and being with my wife. 

56. Group activities and the Prodigal Son.  

57. Inspirational singing. 

58. All the things we did. 

59. Being with my brother. 

60. Eating food. 

61. Seeing family. 

62. Talking with my mom, dad, and little brother.  Meeting other families and associating 

with each other. 

63.  Getting to have fun with my family and you guys. 

64. Seeing my son. 

65. Fellowship with family and music. 

66. Visiting with people.  

67. It was very pleasant to be with my family. 

68. The Prodigal Son and the singing and food. 

69. Singing and praising God with my husband and sons, eating pizza with the family.  Not so 

restrictive!!  It was actually super nice! 

70. Sitting next to my wife. 

71. Eating with my dad. 

72. Was beautiful. 

73. To have creative activities with family. 

74. To have creative activities with family and spend more time together. 

75. Together in visit for the active activities.  Learn together and forget the pain. 

76. The singing was fun and interactive.  Sitting at the table and chatting with other families 

and the Wings volunteer. 

77. The family participation and the choir. 



78. To see all the people laughing, smiling and having fun. 

79. The whole day was wonderful. 

80. Getting to see my dad happy to see me. 

81. Meeting the friends my dad made. 

82. Worship time, the opportunity to gather closer with people we see in visit and can’t 

gather with. 

83. Praise and worship. 

84. Spending time with my parents and sisters. 

85. Coming to visit my son. 

86. Was amazing and really beautiful. 

87. Really beautiful.  

88. I came to this family meeting for my brother. 

89. Everything was really good and everything was really nice. 

90. I most enjoyed being with my family. 

91. Seeing happy families. 

92. Watching the story time activities. 

93. Everything. 

94. Listening to Ann talk about her life. 

95. The stories, the games and positive time together. 

96. Visiting with my son. 

97. Visiting. 

98. The play and the inmates singing.  And meeting different people. 

99. I enjoyed playing my instrument in front of the people. 

100. When we all participated in the singing and dancing.  We got to sit and eat lunch                      

together. 

101. Instructive. 

102. Very beautiful with blessings. 

103. Spending time with my son. 

104. Making my mother laugh and the singing.  More copies of music to sing along. 

105. I got to worship with my mom and dad. 

 

Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 

1. Good to see they can be human and can help the prisoners as well as watch. 

2. Gives the inmates a chance at seeing larger numbers of family. 

3. This type of visit is great for the kids due to the normalcy of the visit. 

4. It allows family members to be together. 

5. It brings families together in a fun way. 

6. We get to see our families in a bigger group. 

7. It’s a good program. 

8. Have fun with my dad. 

9. The children really like the interaction with their dad. 

10. I like spending time with my dad. 



11. Shows inmates that they matter. 

12. Because it gives everyone a chance to visit family. 

13. It’s important for families to be with their loved ones even at their darkest moments. 

14. It was fun. 

15. It’s good for the family and the kids.  It helps the one here know their families are here 

for them cause it is so hard if you didn’t have anyone. 

16. It gives the family hope and to see how their family has grown as a person. 

17. It is amazing for my family to share this happy, peaceful moment with my brother while 

he is in prison. 

18. Inmates need this, and also new experience for us too, to have a peaceful, joyful day 

with family member in here.  (May I mention have a porta potty while waiting in line.) 

19. It is a great successful program which changes lives. 

20. They unite families together. 

21. It helps keep families close. 

22. It’s fun and you can spend time with family. 

23. It is a positive reward. 

24. It brings families together to share. 

25. It distracts everyone from the everyday routine. 

26. It gives families something to look forward to and creates a “normal” experience with 

our loved ones! Thank you. 

27. It’s a great way to interact with other inmate families. 

28. It is valuable to spend time with family and friends in fellowship and prayer.  This out-

door informal setting is wonderful. 

29. Community building among the families. 

30. Keeps families together. 

31. So we could all get together and praise the Lord. 

32. Wings family – come here to rejoice with all the people who come here. 

33. It allows the inmates to feel some type of normalcy and hope. 

34. Yes, it will be good for them to do this for us family. We thank them very much. 

35. It is very beneficial for the family. 

36. They are a positive event for the inmates. 

37. To get to interact with our son more. 

38. It’s better than regular visits. 

39. It is a great way for families to visit in a different type of setting. 

40. I really enjoy being with different people and my son. 

41. It is a perfect thing for all of us and we all need to be together. 

42. Brings families closer without harsh restrictions of other visitations. 

43. Positive atmosphere and a great view of values. 

44. I can spend time with mom. 

45. For God. 

46. Not always are kids and family allowed to see one another. 

47. It’s for the love of God and the families. 

48. Help keep a positive mind for inmates. 



49. Helps keep families together. 

50. It gives the inmates a day to spend with their family. 

51. It makes families happy. 

52. We have more time with our son and the information is informative. 

53. We no longer have trailer visits. 

54. It is a good fellowship with family and friends. 

55. It helps out families. 

56. It’s great for my mental health and to relax with family. 

57. It’s helpful to have a positive image and gatherings. 

58. They can learn a lot from them. 

59. It allows us to have fun and worship with family. 

60. It helps the kids with separation issues. 

61. It encourages inmates to behave. (Comment from an inmate!) 

62. It allows families to spend time with each other and learning the 40 Assets to use with 

your family. 

63. Because I like being with my family. 

64. Get to see my son. 

65. Yes, because it’s very beneficial for family growth. 

66. This is a positive experience for inmate and family. 

67. It gave me an opportunity to share a day in prayer and social participation. 

68. Brings people together. 

69. They were very kind. 

70. It’s good for everybody. 

71. It lets us be a family.  Let’s us talk to each other and friends were made during this time. 

72. I like sitting next to my wife. 

73. I like chilling with my dad. 

74. We feel safe and secure. 

75. To bring us together. 

76. To bring us closer with our loved ones. 

77. To join more with our loved ones in prison. 

78. It’s a positive and impactful way to have visits for the inmates and their families. 

79. They were very helpful for our families. 

80. It is good for the inmates and their families.  They get a chance to visit and praise the 

Lord. 

81. The families need this happy time and so do the inmates. 

82. It gives us time to spend with our loved ones. 

83. It gives families faith and hope. 

84. It’s an amazing Family Time experience!! Yay! 

85. It brings people from different cities united under one tent. 

86. It brings peace and unity to them, inmates and family. 

87. Brings peace and unity to the inmate’s families. 

88. They really do a good job. 

89. Because they really do a good job. 



90. They do very good work and a lot of kindness from them. 

91. They help families to be together and spend time together. 

92. It’s good to spend time with families and as an inmate it helps to reunite my family and I. 

93. It will help inmates maintain relationships with family which will help recidivism rates. 

94. It unites families and brings people together. 

95. It’s good for the families and inmate. 

96. We need our family. 

97. It provides a positive uplifting atmosphere to be with your loved ones. 

98. Lifts everyone’s spirits. 

99. Lifts the spirits of the inmates and family members. 

100. It’s something good for the inmates and their families. 

101. I like this visit better than the other visit. 

102. Inmates enjoy the time with their family. 

103. It’s positive, everyone gets together and meets different people in the same situ-

ations.  You don’t feel like you are alone. 

104. Attentive and kind. 

105. They are friendly and charismatic. 

106. Showing unconditional love. 

107. It is awesome. 

108. It’s really nice to spend the day with my family. 

 

I appreciate the Guideposts Magazines, 1687 Foundation books, delicious homemade 

cookies, pizza donated by the prison, and want to tell all the sponsors thanks and: 

1. Thank you for all the work that went into it.   

2. God bless you all. 

3. God bless. 

4. I would like to say good job. 

5. Thank you!!! 

6. God bless, you warmed my entire family heart! 

7. It was aa good experience for me, my mom and brother together and most to be united as family. 

8. Good reading. 

9. Thanks for everything. 

10. I really thank you. 

11. Thanks for the opportunity. 

12. Please continue because these families really appreciate it. 

13. You are very generous. 

14. Keep up the good efforts and concern. 

15. You are amazing people, thank you! 

16. Your donation made it possible to spend quality time with family and to meet new people. 

17. You will see the reward of your work. 

18. We really, really do appreciate it. 

19. Pizza and cookies were great.  Thanks for lunch. 

20. May you continue to allow this ministry to go on for the prisoners and family. 

21. I hope you continue to sponsor. 

22. It was fun. 



23. You’re awesome. 

24. Thank you guys for everything you made happen. 

25. Thank you all so much for everything.  I sure had a good time. 

26. Do it again. 

27. Come next year. 

28. Keep their hearts open. 

29. Hope to see you next year. 

30. Please continue your good work. 

31. Please continue the work of God.  Really appreciate it!! 

32. Thanks for letting me come see my dad and meeting new people. 

33. God bless you. 

34. I would like to have the Wings Parties to continue their visits. 

35. Thanks for allowing us to spend time with family, I hope we may be able to do this again. 

36. Thanks for feeding all the people here and allowing my family and other families to spend time 

with each other. 

37. I look forward to next year. 

38. Appreciated. 

39. Keep setting good examples for us. 

40. Thank you for all the attention. 

41. Thank you and God bless. 

42. The warden, singers, all volunteers and everyone that helped out, thank you!!  The Chaplain, 

waiting on the next one, maybe BBQ the next time! 

43. God bless all of the sponsors and volunteers. 

44. God bless all the people that make these programs possible. 

45. Thank you. It was perfect! We only need more parties in a year. 

46. It is very much appreciated!  Please continue to support this wonderful program. 

47. God bless and can’t wait for the next event.  Please come back. 

48. May God bless you. 

49. Just thank, thank you,…..today we celebrate my son’s birthday!! 

50. We pray that this Wings Program continues every year.  We appreciate all the efforts done to 

bring it together. 

51. We’d love for you to do it again. 

52. Thanks for the food and refreshments, it was much appreciated. 

53. Thank you so much for everything. 

54. God bless you so much! 

55. You are appreciated by us and especially by God. 

56. We appreciate everything done to put this event together and for bringing joy into family’s lives. 

57. Thank you, you made me feel like I was out of prison. 

58. Thanks again. 

59. Thank you for your attention and kindness. 

60. Thank you for allowing us to be with our family. 

61. We appreciated their hard work. 

62. God bless and I really look forward to next year. 

I drove ___ miles one way to come to the Family Day: 
30, 35, 45, 49, 50, 55, 60, 67, 70, 75, 80, 85, 110, 120, 147, 150, 180, 200, 240, 250, 260, 268, 269, 280, 
300, 340, 350, 354, 360, 374, 400, 450, 468, 550, 600, 650, 780  

Additional Comments: 
1. Thank you. 



2. Thank you for coming to host this amazing party. 
3. Thanks to the prison staff for all they did to help. 

 


