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16th Wings NM Women’s Prison  
Party Comments – Grants, NM  
March 5, 2016 
 
 
Wings For LIFE International hosted its 16th Wings Party/Family Day at the NM Women’s Prison on February 14, 2015, in 
celebration of Valentine’s Day.  There were 81 inmates, 148 children, 135 adults and 26 volunteers who had been 
approved to attend the party/family day. The volunteers represented 22 different churches throughout the Greater 
Albuquerque Area, Rio Rancho, Tijeras, Edgewood, and Grants.   
 
Warden Monica Wetzel and Chaplain John Compton were able to coordinate all the logistics needed in the prison in two 
weeks to make this Family Day happen.  The staff were very helpful and quickly processed all the volunteers and family 
members. THANKS to all the staff and everyone else for making the extra effort to make this party so special for so many!   
 
Balloon and mixer games were played prior to the start of the Family Day.  There were several guests with walkers and 
canes and they were even able to participate in the balloon and tarp games as they sat and bounced balloons off the tarp. 
Next a “Balloon Pop” was held and all the children competed to see who could pop their balloon the fastest. It’s always 
wonderful to see people of all ages playing together and having so much fun. Laugher filled the gym and we were ready to 
start as soon as the ladies arrived.  
 
Ann Edenfield Sweet, Wings Founder, along with many volunteers and children, led fun, interactive singing!  The crowd was 
shaking hands, giving high 5’s, and clapping to the various rhythms.  The music section closed with Navajo Wings volunteer 
Sadie Tolino leading everyone in “Jesus Loves Me” in Navajo, while everyone else signed the words with their hands. 
 
The Bible story was the story of Noah and the ark.  The inmates were the ark.  Noah, his wife, and his three sons and 
daughter-in-laws were chosen and were outfitted in costumes.  The children picked out their favorite stuffed animals, two 
were chosen as the turtles, and others picked out colorful outfits to be the rainbow. Everyone else played the wind and the 
waves. Everyone was part of the story and at the end, after the laughter and fun, we reflected about how we fit into the 
story.  The turtles had been VERY slow and almost missed the boat, but of course everyone was reminded that God always 
will wait, even for the slowest turtles, and God will also provide a rainbow for us as a reminder of his promise of love for 
each of us. It was a very meaningful Bible drama.  
 
Ann Edenfield Sweet, the Wings Founder and Executive Director, tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings 
was created.  She shared that Wings For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and 
returning citizens.  
 
During this time the women were busy making St. Patrick’s Day cards and bookmarkers, cheerio/pretzel necklaces, and 
butterflies made out of recycled newspaper. 
 
Dinner was pizza, cookies, and Crystal Light Lemonade.  Cookie bakers in Albuquerque baked 100 dozen delicious 
homemade cookies that everyone enjoyed thoroughly. Lively discussion was held at each group of 10 people, and everyone 
enjoyed getting to know one another.  People filled out the evaluation forms and the comments are printed at the end of this 
report. 
 
Everyone always waits for the fun table game to follow the pizza, and since we were celebrating St. Patrick’s Day it was 
appropriate to turn one person in each group in a “human St. Patrick/Patricia.”  It’s always amazing to see how different 
each “St. Patrick” is, even though each group is given the same supplies. 
 
The party ended in a huge circle prayer, with everyone holding hands, and being reminded that we are all God’s children 
and Jesus died for each one of us.  
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Special THANKS to all our donors, including Prison Fellowship, the many Operation Starting Line collaborations, The 1697 
Foundation, Guideposts Magazines, Biblica, and the many area churches and individuals who helped us.  We are VERY 
grateful to the dozens of cookie bakers too! 
 
The comments reflect the positive impact of the Wings Family Day. Duplicate comments were not repeated.   
 
I came to the Wings Family Day today because: 
1. To spend time with my family. 
2. My sister invited me. This is my first time here. 
3. We were very anxious to be able to enjoy my sister in a group. 
4. I wanted to spend the afternoon with my family and other families. 
5. To spend a good time with my sister and enjoy all the activities. 
6. I wanted to visit a family member. 
7. I wanted to see and interact with my daughter. 
8. I came to see my daughter. 
9. I came to spend time with my wife and God. 
10. I wanted to see and be able to hold my mother. 
11. My daughter-in-law invited me. I also wanted to see how the program works and what is offered. 
12. My daughter is here and I have been coming for the past 5 years. 
13. To have a nice visit with my grandparents. 
14. My daughter invited us as a family. 
15. I wanted to see my mom. 
16. I wanted to support my wife in showing love and devotion to our relationship and to our children.  We also wanted to 

share with others this program. 
17. I wanted to be with my daughter. I knew it would be very edifying for her. 
18. I wanted to spend (spiritually) quality time with family. 
19. To spend the day with my mom. 
20. Visiting/games/the Bible talks. 
21. Seeing our granddaughter. 
22. Because my mom is the best. 
23. I wanted to share this experience with my family. 
24. It was the first time my whole family could visit my sister at the same time. 
25. I wanted to visit my sister-in-law and spend time as a family. 
26. I wanted to visit my sister. 
27. This was the first time my family has come together since my daughter came to prison. 
28. I am the father of an inmate here. 
29. It is wonderful to visit in a more relaxed way and support my daughter and her friends. 
30. To see my granddaughter and her kids. 
31. To reunite with my family. 
32. To spend time with my family and sister. 
33. To spend time and do activities with my loved one. 
34. I wanted to spend time with my mother-dearest. 
35. To see my daughter who invited us. 
36. To see families have fun. 
37. As an inmate I came to be able to see my daughter and grandson. 
38. To see my daughter-in-law. 
39. To see my baby daughter and spend some time with her. 
40. Visit and spend time with my mom. 
41. To visit. 
42. I wanted to spend time with my sister. 
43. I was invited by an inmate. 
44. I wanted to see my mom. 
45. To socialize and spend time with my family. 
46. I was blessed by God. 
47. I came to spend time with my family. 
48. To visit with family and friends. 
49. My daughter invited me. 
50. I was invited to come here. 
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51. I wanted to visit an inmate. 
52. I came to see my sister. 
53. I want to see my relative! 
54. To see my mom. 
55. We wanted to hang out with my Aunt Linda. 
56. To spend time with my mommy. 
57. To visit my mother. 
58. I wanted to visit with a family member. 
59. Visit family member. 
60. To see Aunt Linda. 
61. My family. 
62. Of my mom. 
63. To visit my auntie. 
 
The highlights of the Wings Family Day for me were: 
 
1. To interact with my mom and others praying. 
2. I enjoyed each play. 
3. Very interesting and educational, especially the part about Lord, GOD. 
4. Sharing the Lord. 
5. Meeting new people. 
6. The activities. 
7. Talking in the circle (meal time discussion). 
8. Everything was great. 
9. Prayers and worship. 
10. Pizza and family. 
11. The interaction activities.  I feel it is good to get out of our comfort zone. 
12. Spending time with my daughter and meeting other families. 
13. The singing, dancing and praising the Lord was beautiful. 
14. When the children dressed up to do a play for Noah’s Ark. 
15. I wanted to hold my mom. 
16. Spending quality time as a family. 
17. Watching children be with their loved ones and the speaker saying God is the only way. 
18. Getting to be close to them and share a meal with them. 
19. The whole party was a blast. 
20. Very great. 
21. Watching her kids with her. 
22. Spending time with my mom and pizza. 
23. Making cards and eating with my mom. 
24. Pizza and getting to meet friends’ families. 
25. The chance to have a meal with my family and new people. 
26. The fellowship and being able to eat a meal as a family. 
27. Being able to visit and have fun. 
28. That we were able to meet other people and walk around. 
29. Seeing my daughter and spending time with my family together. 
30. Seeing my daughter’s friends and visiting, singing, and joking. 
31. Everything. Meeting the other families and seeing how they cope. 
32. Getting to know new people. 
33. Visiting my son and family. 
34. Laughing and eating together. 
35. Arts and crafts. 
36. Eating together again. 
37. Eating with my mother-dearest. 
38. Everything, I enjoyed it all. 
39. Not much, the one woman spoke too much, pizza was good and family was great. 
40. Crafts and meal time with my kids. 
41. Spending time with my mom. 
42. Visiting. 



Wings Ministry – www.WingsMinistry.org 
2270 D Wyoming Blvd NE #130 

Albuquerque, NM 87112 ∗  1-505-291-6412 ∗  AnnEdenfield@WingsMinistry.org 
 

4 

43. The food. 
44. Spending time with family. 
45. Eating with my mom. 
46. The ability to touch. 
47. Excellent, I enjoyed your (Ann’s) testimony. May Jesus continue to use you for His glory. 
48. Spending time and being able to run around with my family. 
49. Seeing my mom. 
50. All and all the time we were able to share with our family. 
51. Being with my husband. 
52. Knowing that family was coming to see me. 
53. Share pizza and cookies. 
54. Praying. 
55. Being with my family. 
56. The games. 
57. Being able to spend time and not being so limited. 
58. Talking to my own relative. 
59. Seeing my mom. 
60. Coming to this event. 
61. Making necklaces (with cheerios) and eating pizza with my mom. 
62. Spending the day with my mother. 
63. Seeing my cousins’ eyes light up when they saw their mom. 
64. Seeing my auntie. 
65. Pizza. 
66. Being with family. 
67. Seeing my mom. 
 
The Prison Officials should continue to allow Wings Family days in prisons because: 
  
1. For encouragement.  I think it is a blessing to be able to share Jesus with families and inmates. 
2. It is a great inspiration. 
3. To bring our family closer. 
4. Great way to interact with family. 
5. It gives hope. 
6. Family members get to know each other. 
7. It is great for us. 
8. It is a time for inmates to connect with families in a positive way.   
9. Also learn new communication skills. 
10. Because it is a time for all families to gather. 
11. It is good for everyone’s spirit. we are challenged with caring for our granddaughter’s children and preparing for her 

parole. 
12. It gives the inmates a nice time to visit with their family. 
13. It is a good way to meet other families. 
14. To keep us close. 
15. It’s a fun filled, stress free day. 
16. Inmates need to be with people they know love them. 
17. It is good quality time. 
18. It brings families closer together. 
19. When we visit it’s more exciting. 
20. More of a family atmosphere. 
21. So I can see my mom. 
22. We had tons of fun. 
23. It is a good way to increase prison and family morale. 
24. The positive impact it has on bringing families together! 
25. We are grateful for this time. Thank you Prison Officials. 
26. It is a fun new experience for families. 
27. It was a good experience for families to get together. We are thankful. 
28. It’s a good time for families to be together.  
29. It provides families a way to visit like families. 
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30. I believe being able to connect with the children in a more relaxed way connects the whole family. 
31. It’s fun for both sides to enjoy family time. 
32. It was great to socialize. 
33. This gives prisoners something to look forward to. 
34. Family time. 
35. They don’t interfere. 
36. It is nice to spend the day with them outside of the visiting room. 
37. It’s so nice to get to visit in this kind of atmosphere. 
38. Family gatherings are much needed. 
39. It gives us the opportunity to spend open relaxed time with our kids. 
40. It’s a nice way to visit our loved ones. 
41. It builds morale 
42. To allow the visitors to interact with the parents so kids can enjoy the visit. 
43. It helps the inmates and families. 
44. It unites families. 
45. To get to spend more time with my mom. 
46. It gives inmates hope and gives hope for their children to bond. 
47. I believe it is a way to share Jesus and give inmates the way to go. 
48. Because if the inmates are good they deserve something like this – it’s fun. 
49. It brings people together. 
50. It’s nice and good for everyone. 
51. It’s a good way of encouraging good behavior. 
52. So I could be with my family. 
53. Opportunity to visit and meet other people. 
54. Good to spend time with loved ones. 
55. This is a good way to reunite with family. 
56. You can tell it helps the women want to do better and grow with their kids. 
57. It provides a good time for the kids. 
58. So kids could have more fun with their moms and spend more hands on time with each other. 
59. People get to spend time with their loved ones instead of just sitting and doing nothing. 
60. It gives them a chance to see and bond with their mother/family. 
61. It helps to visit family members. 
62. You want to stay strong. 
63. It is good to see family. 
64. Yes, it is good for people to see their family. 
 
I appreciate the Guideposts Magazines, Operation Starting Line. Collaborator books and materials, 
delicious donated food, all the homemade cookies, and want to tell everyone thanks and: 
1. Thanks and God bless everybody involved in putting this together. 
2. Keep up the good work. 
3. Please keep us informed. 
4. Thank you some more. 
5. I have always enjoyed reading Guidepost Magazines. Very inspirational. 
6. Thanks for caring about us. 
7. You made a lot of family’s day. Thank you. 
8. Keep it up. 
9. God continue to bless your ministry. Thank you. 
10. We all appreciate everything you do. Keep doing good things. 
11. Having “God” involved. 
12. We really appreciate. 
13. God Bless you. 
14. I appreciate all the great work, and your time and energy. 
15. You have blessed our family with a priceless gift. Thank you – you will be in my prayers always. 
16. I appreciate all the good things you do and hope to come again. 
17. God bless you. 
18. Thank you, and I would like to know how to help. 
19. I had a great time. 
20. You guys did a wonderful job. 
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21. We enjoyed spending time as a family. 
22. I appreciated it so very much, God bless you all. 
23. To come again. 
24. I am grateful for their participation. 
25. To everyone that is a part of this event. 
26. Keep up the good work. 
27. Thank you for caring. 
28. Thank you, keep the hope alive. 
29. Thank you for the wonderful books. I love them and may Jesus bless you. 
30. I appreciate the love shared. 
31. You are doing a good thing. 
32. I really appreciate all you’ve done for us. 
33. God bless you all. 
34. Thank you for taking care of me. 
35. May God keep blessing you all to keep doing this for the women. 
36. It gives good information. 
37. It was wonderful. 
 
How many miles did you drive one way to attend this Family Day? 
400 miles, 300 miles, 273 miles, 248 miles, 250 miles, 200 miles, 180 miles, 150 miles, 130 miles, 125 miles, 110 miles, 100 
miles, 80 miles, 77 miles, 75 miles, 72 miles, 70 miles, 69 miles, 66 miles, 65 miles, 60 miles, 55 miles, 50 miles, 45 miles, 44 
miles, 40 miles, 16 miles, 10 miles,  

Additional comments. 
1. With God all things are possible 
2. I had a fun time with my mom.  
3. Facebook comments - That was one AWESOME day. Thank you for everything you've done for the families attended. 

Memories were made 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
64.  
65.  
66.  
67.  
68.  
69.  
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70.  
71.  
72.  
73.  
74.  
75.  
76.  
77.  
78.  
79.  
80.  
81.  
82.  
83.  
84.  
85.  
86.  
87.  
88.  
89.  
90.  
91.  
92.  
93.  
 
The highlights of the party for me were: 
1. Get to see my sister. 
2.  
3.  
4.  
5.  
6.  
7.  
8.  
9.  
10.  
11.  
12.  
13.  
14.  
15.  
16.  
17.  
18.  
19.  
20.  
21.  
22.  
23.  
24.  
25.  
26.  
27.  
28.  
29.  
30.  
31.  
32.  
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33.  
34.  
35.  
36.  
37.  
38.  
39.  
40.  
41.  
42.  
43.  
44.  
45.  
46.  
47.  
48.  
49.  
50.  
51.  
52.  
53.  
54.  
55.  
56.  
57.  

 
The Prison Officials should continue to allow Wings Parties/Family Days in prisons because: 
1. You can have fun with the family member in prison. 
2.  
3.  
4.  
5.  
6.  
7.  
8.  
9.  
10.  
11.  
12.  
13.  
14.  
15.  
16.  
17.  
18.  
19.  
20.  
21.  
22.  
23.  
24.  
25.  
26.  
27.  
28.  
29.  
30.  
31.  
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32.  
33.  
34.  
35.  
36.  
37.  
38.  
39.  
40.  
41.  
42.  
43.  
44.  
45.  
46.  
47.  
48.  
 
 
I appreciate Prison Fellowship, Guideposts  Magazines, 1697 Foundation, Operation Starting Line 
collaborator gifts and books, delicious donated food and homemade cookies, and want to tell the 
sponsors thanks and: 
1. Come back! 
2.  
3.  
4.  
5.  
6.  
7.  
8.  
9.  
10.  
11.  
12.  
13.  
14.  
15.  
16.  
17.  
18.  
19.  
20.  
21.  
22.  
23.  
24.  
25.  
26.  
27.  
28.  
29.  
30.  
31.  
32.  
33.  
34.  
35.  
36.  
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37.  
38.  
39.  
 
 
 
I drove _____ miles to come to this party: 
7 
 

Additional Comments: 
 
That was one AWESOME day. Thank you for everything you've done for the families 
attended. Memories were made :) 


