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The 3rd Wings Family Day at the Western Correctional Facility was held on February 10, 2018. There 
were 45 children and adult family members, 18 inmates including band members and helpers, and 18 
volunteers from 15 congregations and 8 Correctional staff who were registered to attend.   
 
The Chaplain and staff worked quickly to process all the volunteers the day of the Family Day. The 
volunteers did a great job of helping set-up for the Family Day.  
 
Prior to the start of the Family Day, Wings Founder Ann Edenfield Sweet taught the women about Search 
Institute’s 40 Developmental Assets – ways to cut at-risk behaviors.  The ladies stacked cups, representing 
the 40 assets, and learned ways to strengthen their own lives and their family’s lives. 
 
Once the families started arriving Ann led the group in mixer games where everyone got to bounce 
balloons on tarps, step on the tarps, and the children had a “Balloon Pop” to see who could pop the 
balloon the fastest. 
 
Chaplain Ron Cooper opened the Family Day in prayer.  We started with the traditional “Praise Ye the 
Lord” and “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand”. This allowed everyone to move a lot, and also laugh. Percussion 
instruments were distributed to everyone and we all enjoyed moving to the beat, singing along, and 
shaking our instruments to add to the singing. We closed the singing with learning to sign “Jesus Loves Me”.  
 
The Bible story was Jesus calming the storm and calling out, “Be still!”  Chaplain Cooper was Jesus,  the 
inmates were “the disciples” and everyone else became the “boat” or the “wind and waves”.  It was a 
very meaningful Bible drama. Chaplain Cooper reflected on the story and helped us realize that everyone 
goes through “storms” and yet with Christ in our lives He can help us calm those storms and actually get 
stronger because of them. 
 
Next Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that Wings 
For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and returning citizens.   
Some of the volunteers shared about their ministries/programs, and the Chaplain shared about programs 
available in the prison.   
 
During this time the ladies were busy making Valentines and book markers with their children and 
grandchildren.  They also made cheerio/pretzel necklaces and butterflies out of newspaper and recycled 
paper. It’s always wonderful to see the beautiful crafts that everyone creates and makes for loved ones. 
 
Dinner was pizza, cookies, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each table.   
 
Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived. The Winter Olympics had just started so Wings 
held its own “Winter Olympic Relay”.  Each table became its own “team”.  Soon people were “carrying the 
torch”, bobsledding, ice skating, ski jumping, cross country skiing, and cheering “USA, USA, USA, and USA!”  
The national anthem was sung by each team, and then an “Official Olympic Team Photo” was taken of 
each team, and gold medals were hung from each member’s neck.  Great fun was had and laughter filled 
the area. 
 
The Family Day ended in a circle prayer around the gym with everyone holding hands, bowing in prayer, 
and being reminded that Christ died for each and every one of us.  It was a special, uplifting day, where 
grateful hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   
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I came to the Wings Family Day today because: 
1. I wanted to see my baby Kayla. 

2. To see my family. 

3. My loved one is here and I wanted to bring grandma’s daughter.  To keep the family together. 

4. I want to share moments like this with my daughter and we can learn about Jesus together. 

5. I am staff. 

6. I wanted to spend time with my sister and have fun and make some good memories. 

7. I was assigned to work it. 

8. I wanted to bring my family together. 

9. I was asked to work for security of this party. 

10. Was assigned post. 

11. Had to work. 

12. To see some beautiful women. 

13. It’s an opportunity to spend time with my mom and other beautiful ladies in more of a normal 

setting. 

14. To see my mom. I wanted to see my friend Tasha.  I haven’t seen her in 2 years. 

15. To visit my sister. 

16. To spend time with my family. 

17. I wanted to get more involved with positive things with my family. 

18. I wanted to see my daughter. 

19. I was asked too. 

20. Spend time with Tom. 

21. To praise Jesus. 

22. To see my Teresa and I was also curious about Wings Ministry. 

23. My daughter. 

24. Family. 

25. I came to spend time with my aunt and pizza. 

26. Because it is a super program. 

27. I wanted to spend time with my sister, niece, and nephew.  Since they moved back to New 

Mexico.  They were living in Colorado. 

28. Family time. 

29. My mom. 

30. To see my mom. 

31. I came to visit my boyfriend’s mom. 

32. I wanted to see my mom and bring my baby to see grandma. 

33. Support my sister. 

34. Through Christ I want to make a difference in the lives of these ladies. 

35. My family. 

The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 
1. Getting to see my mom and bro. 

2. The kids and Assets. 

3. Being part of the Wings program. 
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4. Meeting my family. 

5. Eating pizza, seeing my mom, and seeing everyone happy. 

6. The family time with my mom. 

7. Family time spend with family.  Discuss sit down meal with family. 

8. Having fun, being silly, and letting loose. 

9. Being with my loved ones and sharing. 

10. The balloon games. 

11. Seeing family and the food. 

12. Company. 

13. Hearing other’s trials and tribulations and how they overcame them. 

14. Praising Jesus. 

15. Visiting with Tom and pizza. 

16. Seeing Raymond. 

17. The talk and cookies. 

18. Family, singing, and skits. 

19. The food and arts and crafts. 

20. Seeing my sister. 

21. Being able to touch and hug her. 

22. Being here. 

23. Hugging my mom without “No touching” following. Watching the other women embrace their 

family and loved ones. 

24. Being able to be close and touch the person I came to visit. 

25. The kids. 

26. Family involvement and food. 

27. Great pizza. 

28. Families being together. 

29. The pizza and cookies were great. 

30. Playing games and conversation.  Being able to talk face to face with sister.  Not having to worry 

about if the phone will run out of time. 

31. Watching inmates interact with their families and play with balloons. 

32. Hugging my daughter, touching her beautiful curls and seeing her smile. 

33. Our family together and share God. 

34. Spending time with my family. 

35. Getting to see how and where she is and getting to hug her. 

 
Prison Officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 

1. Family time is very important. 

2. It’s a positive thing and gives us hope. 

3. It gives the inmates an incentive to be good and stay out of trouble. 

4. It’s important for inmates and families to have a fun stress free visiting and interactions to heal 

and move forward. 

5. It gives inmates a chance to bond with families. 

6. I get to work overtime. 



4 

 

7. It gives inmates time with family. 

8. It’s great fun for the inmates and their families. 

9. It provides an opportunity for these women to feel important, because their families traveled to 

see them.  To feel love and comfort and because the women need something to keep them 

going.  Something to look forward to after prison. 

10. It gives time with loved ones. 

11. It makes people happy. 

12. They give families a way to connect again. 

13. I like them so much.  Everybody is very nice. 

14. It’s fun and you get to spend time with family in a kind environment. 

15. It’s a very nice program. 

16. It’s beneficial to those locked up to have something positive to do and unwind. 

17. Gives us time to spend with wife. 

18. They can spend more time with family. 

19. Because it’s good to see family. 

20. It’s a great way to motivate inmates to keep on going every day for their loved ones and the 

“storm” will pass. 

21. To bring families together. 

22. It is good for the families to spend time together. 

23. Wings makes a difference. 

24. It is a good time to see our loved one.  When you haven’t seen them in so long. 

25. It reunites family, creates positive family memories, and changes the prison culture. 

I drove 3, 8, 35, 45, 54, 75, 80, 85, 100, 175, 350, 400, 830 miles one way to 

come to the Family Day. 
 

 

 

 

 


