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The 7th Wings Family Day at the Western Correctional Facility was held on February 9, 2019. There were 
76 children and adult family members, 21 inmates, and 27 volunteers from 20 congregations and 8 
Correctional staff who were registered to attend.   
 
The Chaplain and staff worked quickly to process all the volunteers the day of the Family Day. The 
volunteers did a great job of helping set-up for the Family Day.  
 
Once the families started arriving Ann led the group in mixer games where everyone got to meet one 
another.  Several of the families had been to past Family Days so it was a fun reunion for those of us who 
knew one another. 
 
Chaplain Ron Cooper opened the Family Day in prayer.  We started with the traditional “Praise Ye the 
Lord” and “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand”. This allowed everyone to move a lot, and also laugh. Six members 
from the praise band at Sonrise Church in Albuquerque led the singing. Percussion instruments were 
distributed to everyone and we all enjoyed moving to the beat, singing along, and shaking our instruments 
to add to the singing. The band was wonderful and so many inmates and family members commented how 
great it was to have a band come into the prison to lead the music. 
 
The Bible story was Noah and the Ark.  Retired prison chaplain and current pastor at Sonrise Church 
played Noah.  Homer Gonzales, retired NMDOC Director of Volunteer Services and Faith-based 
Programs, not only played guitar in the band, but was involved in the Bible story.  Retired prison chaplain 
Paul Collins was the “slow turtle” that took forever to get on the ark, but God waited for the turtles to get 
on the ark before the rains and floods came.  The children were all the animals, the ladies formed in the 
ark, others were the rainbow, and the people in the audience were the rain and the waves. 
 
Everyone enjoyed the Bible story and were reminded that God will wait for each of us, as He did even for 
the slowest of the turtles, if we really want to come to Him. 
 
Next Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that Wings 
For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and returning citizens.   
Homer, Jake and Paul talked about why they are still coming back into prisons, even though they all are 
retired. The Chaplain shared about programs available in the prison and the many faith-based program 
they have..   
 
During this time the ladies were busy making Valentines and book markers with their children and 
grandchildren.  They also made cheerio/pretzel necklaces and butterflies out of newspaper and recycled 
paper. It’s always wonderful to see the beautiful crafts that everyone creates and makes for loved ones. 
 
Dinner was pizza, cookies, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each table.   
 
Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived. Each table was given a bag of “junk” and moms 
and babies were decorated as Human Valentines. It’s amazing how different each “Valentine” looked, 
because each group was given the same supplies of “junk”. Great fun was had and laughter filled the 
area. 
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The Family Day ended in a circle prayer around the gym with everyone holding hands, bowing in prayer, 
and being reminded that Christ died for each and every one of us.  It was a special, uplifting day, where 
grateful hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.  
 
All these comments were given voluntarily and repeat comments were not included.  
 

 

I came to the Wings Family Day today because: 
1. I came last year and it was great to be able to see my daughter.  It’s the only time I get to see her and 

touch her. 

2. Ann is a super motivator. 

3. Of my sister, to see her and my mom happy. 

4. To support my daughter and granddaughter. 

5. I wanted to spend time with my family, adopted mom and daughter.  Seems like this is the only time I see 

her. (My daughter.) 

6. To see and spend time with my mom. 

7. To see my mom. 

8. I came to see my mom and brother. 

9. Enjoy time with daughters. 

10. Of my mom. 

11. I brought my sisters to see our mom. 

12. To be with daughter and enjoy fellowship. 

13. I wanted to have fellowship with family. 

14. To meet new people, talk and socialize with everyone. 

15. To help minister in any way God leads me. 

16. I want to share with my family. 

17. Came to visit my mom. 

18. Came to see my mother-in-law who we miss and show her our new baby. 

19. Family day with family member here at WMCC. 

20. I came to see my mom and have fun. 

21. I want to help encourage families. 

22. I wanted to spend time with my family in a friendly environment. 

23. I wanted to spend the day with my daughter. 

24. I wanted to spend quality time with my family. 

25. I wanted to see my sister/daughter. 

26. I wanted to see my mom. 

27. I like to see families together and smiling. 

28. I got invited and I really wanted to see my cousin because I miss her and it’s been 9 years. 

29. I love my mom-in-law. 

30. I love sharing time with family and new friends. 

31. I came to be with my lovely daughter. 

32. To be around my family and meet new volunteers. 

33. See my family and have fun doing it. 

34. Helped as a volunteer. 

35. Family love!  I need it. 

36. To make my sister feel special and loved because a facility makes somebody feel like they are alone but 

they are not. 

37. I wanted to be with my family. 

38. So I can see my sister. 

39. To see my mom. 

40. Our ministry team was invited to collaborate with Wings For LIFE International. 

41. Visit with family. 

42. To spend time with my daughter. 
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43. To spend time with my sister and my niece and nephew. 

44. To spend time with my family. 

 

The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 
1. Praise and worship.  It encourages family and other families to come together and I can be with my 

daughter like we should be. 

2. Family interaction. 

3. Making crafts with sister. 

4. Being able to be with my daughter, talk and have activities to work together with.  The volunteers are 

awesome!! Thank you. 

5. Noah’s Ark. 

6. Was eating with my family again in a long time. 

7. To see my mom. 

8. Spending a lot of time with my loved ones. 

9. Arts and crafts. 

10. My mom and sisters and arts and crafts. 

11. Seeing my baby sister laugh for my mom. 

12. Families. 

13. Fellowship with my family. 

14. Singing and crafts with the kids. 

15. Seeing the families reunite. 

16. Arts and crafts with kids and Noah’s Ark. 

17. Getting to be with my mom and seeing my mom’s face. 

18. My children getting to see their grandma for the first time in almost 2 years. 

19. The highlight of Wings Day was seeing my mom normally, without the rules for visiting hour. 

20. People cooperating with groups. 

21. Doing the play and making Valentine’s cards. 

22. Acting out of the Bible story and seeing most everyone participate.  

23. Getting to have a meal with my family and getting to touch them casually. 

24. Watching my daughter being with her youngest brother, being allowed to hug him and show affection.    

25. Crafts and food. 

26. Seeing my sister and daughter. 

27. Seeing my mom. 

28. The singing and participation. 

29. Giving my cousin hugs, worshipping God together, and doing crafts. 

30. Eating pizza with my family. 

31. Talking with all of the family and them knowing me cause when they saw me they see my loving daughter 

that has a kind and loving heart.   

32. All the visitors and family. 

33. Seeing the hugs and smiles from children. 

34. Being able to eat with family.  And hear about God’s love for us. 

35. That everybody feels loved and everybody participated in activities with their family members.  

36. Making Valentines with my girls. 

37. To believe in God and pray. 

38. Observing the families being so engaged. 

39. Meeting new people. 

40. Talking about the different programs that my daughter could attend. 

41. Meeting new family and people. 

42. Seeing my loved ones and connecting with God.                                                         

 

Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 
1. It helps with needed connection and touch. 

2. Promotes family support of those in prison. 
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3. It makes it more fun for families who cannot see each other often. 

4. To keep families together over tough times. 

5. It’s important to have a positive connection with family.  It shows how family can interact and have a good 

time sober. 

6. It brings the family together and brings their bond back. 

7. It was good to be able to see family. 

8. It is nice to eat a meal with my loved ones and be able to share. 

9. It allows us inmates to interact in an open environment. 

10. You get to spend it with your family. 

11. They should keep doing them because you get to be more interactive. 

12. The message to help all. 

13. It helps us here have fellowship with family. 

14. It makes a difference for the families. 

15. It brings hope and a positive loving atmosphere to the inmates. 

16. It helps bring families together. 

17. It’s a great way to interact with inmates and for them to be with family. 

18. It’s great for families to get to see their loved ones.  Getting to hug them and be with them for some time. 

19. I would be able to spend more time with my mom for most of the day. 

20. Come to enjoy with others. 

21. The visitors should be able to do more stuff with the inmates. 

22. It helps the inmates spend quality time with their families and hopefully the inmates will be happier. 

23. It’s a good opportunity for families to come together in a friendly environment. 

24. It brings a bit of normalcy to my daughter’s life. 

25. It helps bring me closer with my kids; to help continue our bond while I’m incarcerated. 

26.  It allows more contact with incarcerated inmate. 

27. It gives us the ability to spend time with our family. 

28. Wings transforms lives. 

29. It allows the inmates a more meaningful visit with their loved ones. 

30. To bring families together. 

31. It brings a level of unity and gives a different feel to a pretty bad environment. 

32. It brings everybody together. 

33. It’s a good program. 

34. Contributes to successful return to the family and the community. 

35. It helps us establish positive relationships with our family. 

36. It’s very important that one another feels loved. 

37. It helps families reunite. 

38. It’s fun to do activities. 

39. No one, no other ministry engages in meaningful activities like Wings For LIFE. 

40. So we are able to visit our loved one that is away and vice versa. 

41. Because we can learn from this. 

42. We get to meet with our loved ones in a “free environment”. 

43. It helps counsel families. 

 

I appreciate 1687 Foundation books, Guidepost Magazines, cookie makers, gifts and 

want to tell all the sponsors thanks and: 
1. I can’t say enough thanks for treating us like normal families - not less than anyone else. 
2. You make a real change! 
3. Volunteers are awesome!!  They are the core of this wonderful day! 
4. It helps us women here to read positive books and the food is good. 
5. To continue doing it. 
6. Thank you so much for their time and help so we could spend good time with our loved ones. 
7. We really appreciate you allowing this and doing it for us. 
8. You are doing a good job. 
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9. Don’t let the bad in the world determine the good in your heart. 
10. Thanks for all that you do. 
11. God bless them. 
12. I appreciate what you do. 
13. This Wings Party was a great day. 
14. We really hope they let us do this again.  And let us have things to do with our loved ones. 
15. Thanks for letting me see my mom with my family. 
16. Please do this again. 
17. Having an opportunity to spend more time with the inmates. 
18. I hope they know how much they are appreciated. 
19. I appreciate the effort and time everyone invested. 
20. Come again. 
21. The food was good. 
22. Informational good stories. 
23. You’re appreciated. 
24. Keep supporting the women here. 
25. You are appreciated. 
26. I appreciate all of what you do showing effort and love. 
27. Keep it up. 
28. Appreciate what they did for us to learn and spend time and meet other persons. 
29. That all you do for the inmates and the families it really makes a great deal in our lives as well as all the 

parties involved. 
 

I drove ___ miles one way to come to the Family Day: 
40, 45, 64, 75, 77, 80, 90, 100, 175, 200, 215, 250, 265, 300, 350, 400, 400+, 600+ 

Additional Comments 
I had fun. And it was a good feeling to see how happy all the kids and the families are to see the inmates. 
Even if it was for a couple of hours. It brought back memories of when I first took my grandson to the first 
Wings Family Day. God bless you Ann for everything you do for everyone. 


