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The 7th Wings Family Day at the Penitentiary of Santa Fe was held on January 20, 2018. There 
were 23 children, 35 adult family members, 27 inmates including band members and helpers, 
and 21 volunteers from 19 congregations and 8 Correctional staff who were registered to 
attend.   

The Chaplain and staff worked quickly to process all the volunteers the day of the Family Day. 
The volunteers did a great job of helping set-up for the Family Day.  

There was one issue that created a challenge for the Family Day.  There was no heat in the gym!  
So although it was cold in the gym, everything was done to keep people moving and as warm as 
possible throughout the day. 

Prior to the start of the Family Day, Wings Founder Ann Edenfield Sweet led the group in mixer 
games where everyone got to bounce balloons on tarps, step on the tarps, and the children had a 
“Balloon Pop” to see who could pop the balloon the fastest. 

Chaplain Robert Ortiz opened the Family Day in prayer.  We started with the traditional “Praise 
Ye the Lord” and “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand”. This allowed everyone to move a lot, and also 
laugh. Then Randy, one of the inmates, led the group in wonderful singing.  Percussion instruments 
were distributed to everyone and we all enjoyed moving to the beat, singing along, and shaking 
our instruments to add to the music (and also stay warm.) We closed the singing with learning to 
sign “Jesus Loves Me” and Native American inmates joined Wings’ volunteer Sadie as they sang 
the last verse in Navajo. 

The Bible story was Noah and the Ark.  Chaplain Ortiz was Noah.  His family members were 
picked, the inmates became the “ark”, the “doves”, “turtles” and “rainbow” was picked and 
everyone else was the “wind and the rain”.  Noah built the ark, all the animals came rushing onto 
the ark, except the very slow turtles.  It started to rain and soon everyone was calling out to the 
turtles to quickly get on the ark.  Finally the turtles got on the ark and then everyone experience 
40 days of rain.  Finally the rain stopped, the doves flew out and brought back a green leaf, and 
then God fulfilled His promise by sending the beautiful rainbow, reminding us that He will never 
forsake us.  The slow turtles were also reminded that even if we are slow like the turtles, that God 
will always wait on us and welcome us.  It was a very meaningful Bible drama.  

Chaplain Ortiz reflected on the story and helped us realize that all of us are important to God – 
even the slowest of us like the turtles. 

Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that 
Wings For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and 
returning citizens.   

Some of the volunteers shared about their ministries/programs, and the Chaplain shared about 
programs available in the prison.   



During this time the men were busy making cards and book markers with their children and 
grandchildren.  They also made cheerio/pretzel necklaces and butterflies out of newspaper and 
recycled paper. It’s always wonderful to see the beautiful crafts that everyone creates and makes 
for loved ones. 

Dinner was pizza, cookies, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each table.   

Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived. The Winter Olympics haven’t officially 
started yet, but Wings held its own “Winter Olympic Relay”.  Each table became its own “team”.  
Soon people were “carrying the torch”, bobsledding, ice skating, ski jumping, cross country skiing, 
and cheering “USA, USA, USA, and USA!”  The national anthem was sung by each team, and then 
an “Official Olympic Team Photo” was taken of each team, and gold medals were hung from 
each member’s neck.  Great fun was had and laughter filled the area. 

The Family Day ended in a huge circle prayer around the gym with everyone holding hands, 
bowing in prayer, and being reminded that Christ died for each and every one of us.  It was a 
special, uplifting day, where grateful hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   


