
 

 

What is Wings For  L.I.F.E. (WFL)? Why is it so important? 
Wings For L.I.F.E. – Life-skills Imparted to Families through Education, is an empowerment program that provides life-skills, 
education, training, and support for children and family members of prisoners.  There is a Pre-K and Tutoring      Program for 
the children after dinner and some of the educational topics that are addressed for the adults include single parenting, finances 
and how to stretch a dollar, discipline, acceptance issues, prison visits, feeding a family, substance abuse and signs, reintegra-
tion and reunification issues, legal issues, public defenders, work/job issues,  holidays, and   anything else of interest to the 
group. Search Institute’s© 40 Developmental Assets® are an important part of the training. 
 

In our society where children are all at risk in one way or another, children whose parent(s) are in prison face even more chal-
lenges.  

WFL is UNIQUE & there is no program in America like it!        
 The United States is the world's leader in incarceration with 2.2 million people currently in the nation's prisons, a 500% in-

crease over the last 30 years. (The Sentencing Project, 2015) 

 1 in 35 adults in the United States are under some form of correctional control. Currently 100 million people (1 in 3 U.S. 
adults) have a criminal conviction that impacts their employability and future. (New Mexico Prison Population Forecast, 2015) 

 95% of offenders will be released back into the community and of those, 75% will return to incarceration within 5 years. 
(U.S. Justice Dept.) 

 Nationally the female jail population has been the fastest growing correctional popula-
tion, increasing by an average of 3.4% annually. (NM Prison Population Forecast, July, 2015) 

 In the fiscal year 2015 the number of female inmates  in New Mexico increased by 11% 
and male inmates increased by 3.4% (New Mexico Prison Population Forecast, 2015) 

 New Mexico expenditures on corrections $663.41 million—2.77% of total state     ex-
penditures. (Associated Press, 2017) 

 United States annual correctional costs $6.7 billion. (The Pew Charitable Trusts, 2018) 
 Children of prisoners are up to 72% more likely to become incarcerated themselves. 

NM is 3rd in U.S. for kids with imprisoned parents. 52,000+ children in NM (about 
10% of NM’s child population) have had a parent in jail/prison. (Annie E. Casey Foundation, 
2016) 

 Of the 10% of New Mexico children with an incarcerated parent, 19% are Native 
American and 11% are Hispanic. (datacenter.kidscount.org, 2015) 

 The annual cost to incarcerate one juvenile in New Mexico is approximately 
$182,000 compared to the lowest, $46,662 in Louisiana, and the highest, $352,663 in 
New York. (Albuquerque Journal, 2015)  

 In comparison, New Mexico spends $7,933 annually on education per child and na-
tionally $11,014. (National Center for Education Statistic, 2015) 

 WFL is FREE and everyone is welcome! 

Because of these difficult factors we believe that committed, caring people in our communi-
ties need to take an interest in our children.  Education and life-skills are necessary to help prevent another generation of in-
mates and to cut recidivism.  

 In 2017 Wings annual  
budget of $172,486 served a 
total of 8,857 people  includ-
ing 2,654 teens & children at 
a cost of $19.47 per person.   

$51,685.43 was the cost 
Wings spent on 2,654 teens 
and children which is less 
than 1/3 the cost of just one 
incarcerated juvenile in the 
State of NM. ($182,000) 

Just imagine what your   
donation will allow us to do 
to expand our programming 
and teach even more people! 

 

 



 

 


